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The Teacher

Let the teacher, first of all, assume the attitude of the father toward his pupils. He stands
in the place of the parents who have entrusted their children to him. He must have no per-
sonal voices, and must not tolerate them in others. He must be austere, but not gloomy;
genial, but not dissipated. Otherwise he runs the risk of incurring hatred or contempt. His
speech must be constantly concerned with what is honorable and good. He must warn fre-
quently, that he may seldom have to chastise., He must not lose his temper, but neither must
he disregard the necessity for correcting faults. He must be simple in his teaching, able to
endure labor, steadfast, never unreasonable. He must have a ready answer, for those who ask
“questions, and must draw out those who fail to ask them. In praising the recitations of his
pupils he must not be too sparing or too diffuse; for in the one case the pupils will grow tired
of their work, and in the other they will become self-satisfied. In correcting mistakes he must
never be harsh or abusive. Many pupils who have the best of intentions are led to abandon
their plans for further study, because certain teachers act as though they hated their students.
The teacher ought to be a good speaker himseif, and in his daily speech he should present an
example to the pupils.
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