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A language that is as mdespread as Eng-
Esh throughout the various cﬁntments of the - -
globé fulfills ‘many different roles it the
‘cOuntries in which it is used. " Over'a long-
petiod, the term. “foreigf languagé” was’
used: qmta 1ndlsmmmately to:. characterize - -

the. status’ of Enghsh in a situation where

the btk t}f the PﬂPulanﬂn were  npative” "-
j_is;:oe;akﬁ:i’s {}f s&r;;e ﬂther language
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mgmﬁcant perhapss that E: natmnal admﬂry

- gmup ﬂrgmize;j in the Umted States*m 1961

chose .to call - itself the National Advisory.

| _;--Cﬂuncll on. Tﬂac}ung English as-a ‘Foreign -
~ Language, " and: for ~which  the ‘acronym -~
- .IT'NAGT 2 3 O came lﬂfﬂ use. .{i}nly a few yéars
' later;.the’ prﬂﬁessmnal orgamzatmn of teach- -
ers ﬁf ﬂlﬂ

. fruition in’ New Yﬁrk -Gity in 1966, " de-
“cided “to.-call"itself TESOL, Teachea:s of .

2% ﬁnﬂn}'ﬁm tﬂ

Engilsh as_ 3 “Second:.or- Other Language.
. Since.: that. izime the use of the wargl ;secamf-;;_'_,_-
_ has’ grad"".,"’_‘-" V. uvertaken the use-of.- foreign - .
-0’ charactérize the stafus- of: Enghsh as a
non-nanve language I many. ways thisis
an unfortunafe deuelﬂpment smce 1ta tends

qqqqq

: cﬁuhi be mdmatedjy i, dlscmmm%mg use

. ";_';'Jmucetan Unwemty,
'Z._Fe’llﬂw uf the EaSt*WESt

- at the’ Umvemty ﬂf Hawan is
-the . authur of Amem:an Engﬁs‘k

ngmst:cs and. z‘ke Teacher Gf Eng-'. S
T lzsh, and numemus ﬂﬂter publmﬁans. o

| Dt Marckwardt meess&r Emmtus L  :;

of Englsh and ngu istics . at . .
i e Senmr S
Ceuter*-__- |

Cof the WO terms & distmctmn whach has-ff-"'

" been” mamtamed 111 Brltzsh usage: fﬁl‘ somel'
}’E&I’S : ﬁ‘ Cowes L car e et U
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- nation.

', *courts. A o
RS (A may e tha languaga i whmh'_. 8
all - Or many of  the - aununarelal
-'--.'transactwna E cunducted may

~also . figure s:gmﬁaanﬂy in - such cere-

publlc celebratmns

- jects of study. “And in' this connection,

“emphasis is. piaced equally upon the mastery |

~of all four of the language skills: listening,
speakmg, readmg, and. wntmg In fact, the

- English. .

‘When. tha use nf Enghsh in a cmmtry
ﬁ]lﬁ]ls the cunditmna which have just beén :'

| | nutlmad we Spaak of it as a second lan-

. dual sense.

- _-mﬂ learn ‘either - a

'--"becomes an add1ti~uaal and essentlal com-_:!..

. mumcatmna r.asaurce

One may contrast the fﬂfﬂgﬂmg ﬂlt“ﬂﬂﬂﬂ'f‘ .:"thrﬂughﬂllt the: nnn-Enghsh speaking world =

. was .conceivedas - falling into. one . or the'_i_é}.-
“other. ‘of the faregnmg catagﬂnaa ESL or- .

_ IWIth ‘courntries: and educational sy'gteHm L
__-fi_,.i__-_,whare English may. be said to-occupy the
paaﬂ:mn ofa furalgn language, not-unlike. ... FFL. Just tecently ‘an’ additional concept -
_"“the status of French'in all but avery. few Y. oncept .
ook the p f I fﬂgeneralk}ve :_.'_:.__'_-,_:_-_;_:Irlaﬂguage T language of atudy ‘I‘here ar;a-;,
' look upon the: acquisition. of a-fair working . - countiies, fﬂ!‘ axam ¢-where English is nat i
Wiﬁdge Gfﬁ Framh ‘as: a dag} tall ‘an- offic pl gh

PERTEE 5
- - . ..
sor = L. 2 - RS .
SRy g K .'.--. R '.-. ::' LT O T i o el i
L3 R B ] : [ LR - . B ST LR TR
v a . Lo .
igtem W i le Gﬁ um *ﬂﬁ emme i _.-d B 0 R A A
* -~ LR Rl .ci P e L
o PRI LI LN . "-.u!-';-‘al'.- i--':**-::'r.,f'fé Wi :;, .
3 L} - - -t - LLHH - - -
W e et : . .-‘-_. S L e R T
. '.'." . P i L

:j-'.,?";.__;jparts Df the Umted States

a.?e"*g.

“Let ua begm by cnnaldanng tha status -

Examples come: to mind readily
.__j--'enaugh ' Ghana,  Nigeria, the Philippines.
In many'. of them English is still: the .
'language in whlch part or all of the
of gavemmant asPEclally the
" national government is carried on: parlla-'i .
. -mentary debates, the. written statutes and

govemment ae;mrts tha condua*a ﬂf the_ < -purposes’ of ‘illustration;

- extensively.
guage. Actually, the term is- apphcabla ina .

Chmnolaglcallv considered, it
s second 1anguaga since almost everyone -
| - local 1anguage or the
- hative: naiannal ianguage first. Functionally
7 considered, it is a-second Ianguaga in thatit -

TESL Reporter , |
- “ihore: ﬁlndamantal wa may cﬂnaldar tha
N uf English’in a number of countries’ whmh '-j:ﬁ_if_;,_";':lmawledge of Franch o1 some other fﬂrelgn_

though now independent, were once colo- . language to be a valuable and an essential

' nies of one or another English-speaking - component  of a liberal education-Some-

.. thing that liberates the individual from the -
. -’_cunf‘mes of a s:lngle language, _fmm a single
;'_structunng of - experience.

hand; a- knawledge of ‘French is by no.
“means necessary for anyone“to. ﬁlﬂﬂtlﬂll'_-"f

-pahtma]ly, _mnnnarmally, or prnfaamnna]ly_ :
in this country. = S
"~ Although Franch has baan cltad hara for

On the other

- there i nﬂtlung- o
that points. mewtably to a particular. lan- .

. guage to be studied.. From the point of
view of  thé .purposes which: have: ‘been
- mentioned,”

. ~ Spanis Itahan or, Ru.ssaan
~‘monijal “functions as “church’ services.and ... panfah,

| Tt i uaually wholly or, ..
.-':".:i._m part the language of instruction in the
- schools, in addition to being one of the sub- = -

it could “as wa]l be Gennan N

The fore1gn language 1s rarely, if -

a achnnls ln ganeral what has he;en aald Gf
--_i--'Franch in. the United States: apphes aqually_-_-
to English in Japan, in the Latin Amancan
- " countries and in most of Burope. It la |
- aim .of the aducatmnal ayatern is. ﬂften that .fme]gn .and not a gec{}nd language

of eatabha}ung a fairly widespread bilingual-
ism. :And finally, Some of -the literature

= praduced in the cuuntry may be: wntten in |

In clrcumstances sur.:h as. thase 1t 1s 3

" ‘evident: that general’ bllmguahsm is pot a
. conteinplated goal valuable as it may be in
_individual . cases.

“The native* language is .
- -¢xpected “to remain’ dominiant, ~Reading is. -

probably the skill ‘that-will be used most
" under - these - cucumstancas

'*"_except. ‘for’ those’ who angage in " foreign
“travel.”

“Except ‘for this-lattér ‘point, ‘the

o classwal languagea cauld fulfill the educa- -

- tional function that has been spamﬁed just .

. about. as wel as the modein foreign lan-.

- guages, and in fact’ thay dld ]ust 7that mra[ a' .
| lnng periodin the past.” o

At one time ‘all of the study af Enghsh:i_

has been racngmzad as we]l that nf a hhrary

'-lguage; Hor it the Tan-, -
ctian lﬂ Tha pnmaﬁf aznd
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.guage-learnmg eapenence a:nd aachlevamant_ -
rather than'the specific’ latiguage that'is.im-
-' 'purtant
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secﬂndary schmls Yet it. plays a larger o
foreign: lan~ -

role than merely that of a
- guage. It serves the purpose of a “window

to the wnrld,” to employ a phrase used by

Nehru. =
. In countries
example, the That language serves quite

* - satisfactorily for affairs which are of purely
- local or national concern. Yet the moment
.- the interests of the intellectual and scientific =
* community are - exiended into the inter-
national’ sphere, one of the languages of

~wider communication must serve as .the
~vehicle. - To put the situation into concrete
- terms, not long after the appearance of a
~_new book written in English and dealing

~ with nucmbmlngy, geophysics, or survey-
it is hkely to be-
The. possibility .
of “its. being. translateﬁ into “Thai “is, very -
- remote,
_sufﬁment to justify the cost, and fﬁr a-

~research techniques,
. translated into Japa-nese

Fot one thing, the market is not

other, .the Thal are not yet certain that

- their vocabulary can be successfully adapted
to many of the current scientific disciplines,

In. short, such groups -of students and

~ scholars need’ to be abl& to read techmcai -

: En ghsh o

 --But .-that s not: the whole stﬂr.y LI it
were; the. -term hbrary ian guage. -

- be descnptnrely adequate: - We must realize;

" however, that in order to’ keep up with tlfus

expansmﬁ of knﬂwledge, some-studentsand - - [F w
" indeed 'some..of the professionals will-have - -] B I
to study abroad. - Foteign scholars know- . ]
ledgeable in these fields will undnubtedly- o
Unquestion- -
in English. "
* This adds to . the reading skills already

be brought into ‘the country.
ably, they. will have: 1o lect

- specified, that' of aural cﬂmp_rehensmn

~ Students in seminars or' study groups will
have t0. respond to: theii. instructor in his. -

. own, language, which ‘demands a' speaking

" knowledge.. They may be asked to prepare.

. papers and reports, and if any publlshable .
 schiolarship comes out of the veniure 1t wﬂl - F

. have to be written in English. -

This poses the necessity fm' a command S
- The de--

- ‘mand for this kind,of competence is notas .
extensnre as it would be in a country where . &

crf ali four of the langudge skills,

such as Thailand, for

" would -

_ ~Enghsh is 2 second ianguage m th:at a sma]ier a
‘portion of the population is affected and

- -the range of subject matter is considerably -

.. -restricted. Nevertheless, within these limits,

a high'degree of ﬂﬂmpeteﬂce is required, and

‘certainly far more than just a reading

knowledge. For this reason the term
language of study seems 1o characterize the

situation much ‘more prec:sely than frbrary |
-Ianguage - a

- Like mﬂst' schemes af class:ﬁcatwn th1s
one is open to the charge of nversszh- -

fication. Not everything is as neatly cut and

dried as it has been presented here. In

~ certain instances; India for example, English
- has the status of a third rather than a second
" .'language And although India, like the Philip-
pines, is tirmly ¢ommitted to bilingualism,un-
like the Philippines; English is not necessarily -

- contemplated as one of the two languages

of the duo; “In Japan, English has not only.

 the status-of -a. foreign language, but virtual-.
1y that of a:mandatory foreign . language
“rather than one of 4 number of freely
- available’ pﬂsmbxhtzes
| I'these three: categories- are useflii to a degree,
- we must. ~remember: that. every country
- presents ‘a- Set of circumstances peculiar ‘to
- jtself, which i tumn’ affects not only .the
place. of Enghsh in- the educational system
but - the « motivation;. the’ gaals ang the__ |

‘In ‘short, although.

methnds of teac}nng the; language as well.
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