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SCHOOLS

- offer some answers.
no answers; only questions.
‘need a good question now and then.

For some time TESL teachers in Hawaii’ a,.-

.x pubhe schools have had to contend with
- somie eentreversy over our goals.
_prlmary objective to teaeh standard Enghsh

to immigrant studernts, or is it (2) to assist

them' in reaelnng a funetrenal level of
communication and 1nter-aet1en enth their

peers? . In ‘short, do we see TESL more in

terrne ef aeaderrue er seeral geals‘?

Current thmkrng tends tn faver the latter |

goal. Indeed, there is strong belief that an

. immigrant_student’s. academic’ successes are - -
~ often- dependant upon his social successes..
Tom . Hale, State TESOL Program Specialist,
- ‘'writés in‘a handbeek for classroom. teachers |
that; “The idea that second languages can-
" not’ be learned unless - ‘taught has been
_seriously q_ueetrened and “considerable
- evidence has been eathered which' euPperts'
. ‘the "notion ‘that. second lariguages can be
~ most™ effectively ~and efﬁmently learned

through concentrated interaction with those

who, ‘speak those' languages natively... the

~ major objective should be to provide ample

opportunity. ‘and. éncouragemient for the -

non-English speakers to- freely iriteract with

- their English speaking peers: from whom
they will learn to: apeak and understand |

*Themae M Haie | “Seme

in A_smstmg the - Nﬂn-Enghsh Speaklng

| Students in I-Iawau S Pubhe Schools,” Office

| 'ef Instructional Services, I)ept ef Edueatle.n
State ef Hawau Aug 1973 -

SLIN HA\VAII’S PIJBlIC

Is our

. Gmdehnes -
'Cencennng the Rele of the Regular Class- B

| and counseling students,
room- Teaehera and School Administrators ' g

Page 7

_by Wllllam H Cunnlngham

Artleles .in the IESL Reporrer uaually_ |
. This article provides -
But maybe we

- mest ef therr Enghsh”*

A keén obsérver of -,_the Hawaiian scene
would have to agree with Mr. Hale’s analysis.

1In fact, the language learning process which -

- he “describes has produced what is now
- often referred to as “Hawaiian Dialect”,
our state S, own brand nf Eng]rah'

'But-_the te_ner,enrrn T.ESL is. tlus. Should.

“we settle for social adjustment and Hawaiian
- Dialect, or should we expect our immigrant
" students to learn.standard English and to

speak it well? This is a difficult question.

~ On-the one hand; it can be well argued
that children will fearn - to speak the way

their peers speak, and our efforts for “Cor-

rectness” in Engheh will make no difference.

-_Furthermere meost -of - our students will "

spend their lives in Hawaii, in- which case

" leeal dlaleet w111 serve them aufﬁelently

In addltlen the etate s TESL program is. .

| '-net really eqmpped to aetually “teaeh the .
- language”

on any serious scale. * Only in
the. Honolulu District are . there .a few
schools where TESL teaehers have a primary .
teaching respensrbrhty ‘In' each ef the -
state’s .six ‘rural districts, such as-my own,
the. TESL program consists- of only one
TESL. téacher, assigned to service a multi-

- tude of elementary and secondary schools.
~In this situation, the. TESL person acts as a .
~ resource,

teacher, .conferring = with and
advising teachers and administrators; testing
and . guiding a

~ 'tutorial program.” These ‘‘tutors”, in turn, .
~are not required to teaeh but as para-

professionals their - -job
. assist classroom teachers whe have relatively -
 large numbera ef not: Enghsh apeakmg.”

simply to



'- etudents The role of "I"E'SL theretere
is one -of helping the assimilation ef
mnrugrent etudente into the district eeheels

Ceneurrent with this decreased emphams .

upon special English language instruction

for immigrant students, there is now an

increasing interest in bi Imgual education=-

whleh includes teeehmg mnrugrant students

their = native . language. - Hawaii’s

| ,Depe'rtment ‘of Education is 'eene'ideﬂng a.
pilot program within one district in’ which
- the Tlocano language would actually replace
English as the language of instmction in =~ -1t ,
~ ~speech is one of them.
“concerned
“language, should I be any less concerned .’
“about the children I am employed to teach? -

- Is it sufficient’ for them to be consigned
. to.a “lenguege ghette“ all their lives? A .
. ghetto in itself may be a pleasant enough .

Columbia Umvemt}' Teachers College. | _' . place to live, but what makes a ghetto a

certain subjects, and instructional materials

in Tlocano would be developed. This would

* Villam Cumningham, TESL coordi.

- "nator for the Windward Oahn District
. of the Department of Education, State-
"~ of Hawaii, has a M.A. in TESL from

Prior ‘to' teaching in Hawaii, he taught
for severai years in the Phlhppmee

_mrtrally mvelve lewer elementary Flhpme'

- children at selected schools, but the program
‘might be exPended to. ether grede levels,

- other seheel drstrrets and ether Hrnnlgrent .

Ianguages |
‘But the eppemte hern ef the eentreverey

has net w1thered away. The sentiment does

- persist - among a' number of “classroom

‘ cenﬂletmg strategies). From this point of

‘view, TESL should concentrate miore heevﬂy'

upon bemg an instructional instrument in
~the .state’s seheele

) _mghts

Haweuen Dlaleet of trying tq: “teach’

a lenguage Vs, the reallty ef peer leermng,','

We should raise our
These aims, however, ruh dlreetly-
into the debate over standard Enghsh us. *
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eeqmsmen has been entrreiy in Hawen are

_- meapeble of using a nurnber of standerd

~ English patterns, such as in asking queetrene |
(A good example of the relative weight of -
peer and parental influences!) They grow

on a rich diet of Hawaiian Dialect, both at
school and at play. And I try to correct

‘their speech. - But -why should I correct:

them, why worry? Yet 1 do, because I ©

 know - that outside - of ‘the - local speeeh |
community my children would be at a social

disadvantage. Like it or not, the world has

. its hang ups, and judging'_peeple_' by their .

But if T am

about my -own children’s

ghetto "is that it is difficult to leave it.
On the other hand, assuming my concerns

~ are valid, is this really a matter which I have
“any power to influence at all‘? Sheuld I,
~and can I?

And so the objectives of TESL become
complicated . by the broader issues of

" education in Hawaii. Our schools repeatedly

come under pubhc attack -and defense,

- What is the memung of -our high school

- 9
teachers and others that the greater need is . diplomas? Is a diploma. intended to signify

‘more English instruction for the immigrant
student as’ opposed to seeral assrmﬂaﬂen -
or br-lmguehsrn (which -themselves have

-a “certain level of comipetence in reading,

writing, end sPeeeh or rather that a student
has attended eeheel for twelve yeare‘? Public -

» seheels are under pressure to graduete as
. many - students as
- -drop-outs, yet,
" ‘toughen standards.

3 'have the beet ef beth werlde‘? N

‘possible;  to - avoid
on  the other hand, to
Is it even pessrble te |

Altheugh issues re:lsed here epi:ly '5peei:fi-

'. _' -_-_-_eally to Hawaii, they prebebly have a'wider
- relevance also. ‘What should be the geals ef

" 'TESL in this state’s public’ scheels‘? Well,.

1 ﬁnd that ﬂ’IIS 131151011 is expressed in 3-:,'. _i I pmnnsed you.no answers; only.a queetlen

 double standird in. ity own. life; 4; deubleg-‘:"‘;“: |

steniard betereerl eeheel “and: hei;ne

=+ Thope T have: heee eensmve to beth sttles ef

that fmestlen,
heme my yeunger ehﬂdren whese languege_-;__ SR L



