. pattern  will do..

PROBLEM 3
REGUMNED
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A Reply to Roger K Wllllams

hy Kenneth G. Aitken

Cloze tests are deceptlvely simple readmg

. tests - that merit greater ‘consideration by

'ESL teachers. The purpose. of ‘this article
is to reexamine three issues pertinent to the

.use of cloze procedure that were recently_
In order to .
. familiarize the réader with the eubjeet I
- will first describe. the construction of a

raised by Williams (1974).

cloze test, then I' will review each of the
~ thrée issues’
: exPlenetlene to clarify the ‘issues.

Cloze tests, pioneered by. Wﬂeee Teyler |

| (1953),.are censtrueted by simply randomly

. deleting  every n-th word from a prose

“passage. - The subject must then supply an

~ appropriate. filliin by guessing from. the -
- remaining context. Pack (1973): suggests an

- "_'.evety-ﬁfth-werd deletion ‘pattern overa 250 .
- word  passage. Hewever any n-th word-
A ﬁfty deletmn test .
" seems to be a convemnient length e:nd prevlde -

" - a reeeenable semple of the passage.

(). Cloze tests enly par _'a]ly parallel
- the - Ieadmg preeese -

S '(2)."'_ There ‘seems to be a SPEUI&I talent -
L '_'mvelved in bemg succeeeﬁll on a

cloze. ‘test.

| “'-(3)._'."-'-Crumal content werds are eften..-"
. omittéd which cannot be eupplled' o

by examining the context.

De eleze tests enly partlally perellel "
_the reethng process? * Williams argues - that

reading and listening are ‘decoding process;

- that is to say they are skills .of reeeptmn
. ‘Filling in blanks,
... then, weuld require production skills asitis
“Recently, however .

. rather than prﬂduetmn

~ an encoding process.

- 'This . factor,
o “redundancy utilization,” underties both the

in queeuen and prepese. o
' - and IEadmg

this pc}mt regardlﬂg the. readmg process:

psyehelmgmete have begun to queetmn the

assumption that encoding and decoding skills .
are autonomous from each other. Holtzman
(1967) has -suggested that there is an
integrative. factor of language use which he
calls “linguistic =pérceptual - expectancy”.
which Spolsky. (1968) calls .-

so-called encoding skills of speaking and
writing, and the ‘decoding skills of listening
-Goodman (1969:82) makes

Research has demenetrated thet ‘the
‘reader does not preeese print sequentiaily, -

. but rather in. .a manner which reflects :
~ his use of language ‘at every eppertumty o
“Expectancies. about syntax and semantics

.. within context lead to hypotheses which ©
. ‘can 'be confirmed (or disconfirmed) with =

- .enly a emall pertlen ef the cues. 111 the' ;

o textl

- Willlems (1974) raises three crucial issues o
- concerning the vallchty, henee utlllty efl.
- -cloze tests in ESL: -

S "l-:'-.Kemleth G Altken a fﬂnner BATESL
- major -at Church - College of - Hawail

-{now Bngham Ymmg University-Hawail
.+ Campus)- is "an ESL instructor at
~ Vancouver Cummumty College in
- Vancouver, B.C., Canada, where he is

| .-';'woﬂungonthetestmgendpleeement
© _ofESLstudents.
~ Oller "(973) states  that Goedaiiaﬂ s

-_,ebservatien applies -“in the case of every
- observable  aspect - of language - usege

Assuming the Goodman hypothesisis correct,

. .then thére is an encoding or production
-+ skill as well. as an. msepereble deeedlng or

receptwe skill  in. every act- of reading.
Conmder What ‘happens when a. eub]eet-
L {eentmued ﬂn page 16 }.
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 CLOZE TESTING

{continued from page 9}

~ responds to the items on a cluze test The
~ subject must guess a word to fill a blank and

complete a sequence, on  the basis of

_incomplete information. This draws on both -
the productive and receptive skills prewausly-

discussed. The information he has available .
- in the cuntext allows him by analysis, to
-~ ‘synthesize, or guess whnle Slmultanemlsly, '-

~that synthesls Or guess, may hecmne part
of the next analysm required to produce
some future synthﬂms

- explains the process as follows:

It is interesting to note that the pmcess .
fﬂf talﬂng a cloze test involves more than

. ‘passive’ reading.. By sampling ‘the

- formulates hypotheses, or expectatmns

. about information that is to follow.
.. By smnphng subsequent sequences, he
- either cﬂnﬁrms or disconfirms these -
If the expectatmns are

. disconfirmed they must be revised and =

expectations.

nnew hypotheses must be formed.”

. If the above assumptions concemmg the .
. readmg process and. the process of writing .
@ cloze. test are.valid; then we can say that =
" cloze tests. du mdeed parallel the: readmg
_'prncess R o
-0 Williams . secund issue was ‘that Carrnli et L
al (]959) suggest that there seems to bea -
. special - talent -involved. in bemg successful =~ -
O @ clﬂze test. Twn major ]:lmltatmns_”

. to. --the =
--._-detract frﬂm the abﬂve generahzaﬁnn were & -

‘based on the - results from a very.- smdll
-The secnnd limitation -
- was' that- they marked cosrect only ‘exact
then- justiﬁed their -
~  generalizationi by correlating the test results
~with the Modern' Language” Aptitude Test - |

-_(MLAT) Oller (1972) has found that the_ o

_any-acceptable word replacement scoring -
~method ‘is the most reliable and convenient

Carmll o study that

_.number of subjects

replacements

way of scoring. cloze tests of ESL.students.
- One might also reasonably question Carroll
- et al’s pmcedure of currelatlng test scores
It would -
_prubahly be better tﬂ use a pmﬁmency

Oller (1973: ]14)_

‘examining the ‘context.
rather than a random. deletmn system that
. “it ‘'might be better for test constructors .
-~ to delete function and context words which
- shﬂuld be apparent frum cuntext. ~ His
:reasnnmg 1s ‘that: o

TESL Repnrtea' | | |
cntenon fﬂr vahdatmn (Oller 1973)

" Damell (1968) used. a scoring _m_ethud ._

‘which drew upon a previously determined
- ~domain of. responses from native speakers
- for each cloze item. This technique yielded
- a high (.83) correlation with the Zest of

English as a Foreign Language. -Oller (1972)
found similarly * high cﬂrrelatmns between
cloze tests marked by the any acceptable word

method, and the UCLA ESL PIacement

Exam. Stubbs and Tucker (1974) also report

high- correlations - (76) with the English

Entrance- Exam used at the MBncan y
Unwerm‘ty_ of Beirut. Williams reports that
the Carroll study found that success in cloze

- tests of fure:gn language is independent of

- foreign language prnﬁcwncy, but it does

.. information " that is present the subject'- e e B e

a criterion. It seems, then, .that Carrﬂll’

. conclusions were hastily drawn.

The third issue that Williarms ralseé. in l‘us

" garticle is that crucial content words are often

omitted which c¢annot be supphed by
- He suggests that

L (1) 'Students whn have not prevmusly

- '-.encﬂuntered the. cunwpts in- the

7 passagé may do poorly. . .
" (2).. Native speakers should be able tﬂ
.- get a high ‘or perfect score on a
“¢loze “test” for.non-native speakers
Each of . Williams two TEasons were

_dlscussed in light of his récommendation.
.. His first reason raises the question, what i
- the purpose of the clozeé test? If cloze.tests
‘are used as.a pre-assessment of knnwledge .

of the subject matter- of a passage then we

.-certamly do " not - want to petnialize * the
.. Student
- into the task are’ greater than the average.
If a cloze is used as a post-assessment'_

- of reachng camprehensmn of an-assigned -'
reading then it s just those crucial content -
'-'wurds that we ate . most likely to be

whose - ‘entering. - competencies .

- interested in.  .Ifa cluza test s used to

?_detemune the readability nf a text to,
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~ 50% of students ()thar studles ((}ller 1973)=~ -
 have yielded - similar - results.

"-ascertam 1ts sultablhty fnr a ciass we

5 certainly do not want:to d:scmmnate ﬂgamst -

the experienced individual because it may

well be his familiarity with the subject not

" his_reading skill .(whatever you define that
'~ as!) that aids him in reading any passage.

'_ 'Essentlaﬂy Wﬂhams argument, as I see it,

is “that ‘language skills must be measured
~ separately from one’s experience., I contend
that ‘this is impossible: language cannot be

-separated from its use in communication,

- or from the individual’s experience bank of
interactions with his: pﬂmewed world. . If,

“then; . a ‘cloze test is used as a language
- prﬂﬁclendy _measure,
inappropriate to delete words that cause the

- student: tn pmbe: hls expenence ban.k fur a' |

response .

Wﬂha:ms of E{HH’SE s nght when hﬂ
cautiuns teachers 1o seléct. passages for cloze.
“that .~ are appropriate -
"centextual domain:they wrsh to test, Cloze

_approptiate-word:
likelihood be valid.:

The second reason’ Wilhams gnves fﬂr |

-deietmg only function words and content
“words apparent from the context is that he

feéls that native speakers should be able to

- make high or even perfect scores on a cloze
~ test: designed for second language speaker.
- It seems that this. would be. more. of a

- 'language proficiency test than a reading test.

- This is an -attractive possibility, but is this-
- ~what Wﬂharns wants to use cloze tests for?
--“The. every -n-th word system is the simplest
. method and ig still quite satisfactory. We -
~ .have. already . found that Damell (1968) and
- Oller (1972). using "the. usual- method of

- construction have obtained high corrélations

with- generally accepted measures of ESL. |

s prﬁ ficien cy. By Chaﬂgmg the deletmn system

- to_make a cloze test' easier for a native |

- speaker, one would suspect that the internal
-cﬂnsistansy of the items and the test relia-

- bility.- for ESL students might be upset.’ .

" Using ‘an every. n-th: word deletion’ system

.. to construct ¢lozé. tests, Oller (1972) found

that uut uf 150 1tems nnly seve:n faﬂed IE} isfor - Research 1n Inst:ruf:tz f“% Haﬂ'afd
S Unwanmt
o a t 135@ between I:he tﬂp 5{3% md -bai:tﬂm IR y

llllll

it would ‘not -be

the - class or. -

Fage 1‘7

Al -these -~
studies using an every nth ward deletion
ratic had Kuder Rlchardsran rehabmt;es

 between .80 and .90.

The simplicity of test cﬂnstructmn is one

- of the most attractive features of clﬂze tests.

Rather than complicate  the construction

- process, it would be more practmal in most

circumstances to . use  an easier reading

- selection o cﬂnstruct the test from. Oller
- {1972) found that claza tests which -were

rated “very easy” by the Flesch formula.
(1948) and on the Fourth grade by the Dale

- and Chall (1948) systeni yielded correlations
‘between .63 and .80 with the various parts
“of ‘the UCLA ESL. Placement Exam. The.

. subjects were 398 foreign students in UCLA

of which 210 were graduate students. Not

- only. would it be more practical to use an |
. edsier reading: se-lection ‘than. change the

.'f.--:delenﬂn system; -but also..it would be
_tests so.chosen and’ marked by the any- ..

'_apractlca]ly as vahd as. usmg a mﬂra dlfﬁcult'
system wﬂl Cin- all.-_ y

._ The cunstructmn af claze tests ha:ve been,j' |
'rewewedr with the three: CIltchSIIlS of them

raised by Williams. The claim that: cioze tesis

“only -partially parallel the. reading process,
" has:been refutéd and it has been shown that

- current psycholinguistic t¢heory suggests an
- Integrative: language factor .that does not

separate rece;}tmn from production - in
language use. : I'have challenged the notion
that a- s;aecia} talent ‘is needed in being

- successful on a’_ cloze test, ¢iting Oller’s
- (1973) criticism’ of Carroll’s procedures and
-argued that.changing the deletion procedure
- frgm -every n-th- word to. a systam that .
. would make all fillins for deletions apparent.

fmm the cﬂntext 13 unsnund and unpractmal
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