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THE IMPORTANCE OF DENTIFYING
THE TENSE CARRER N SIMPLE

AFFRMATIVE - SENITENCES

by Yao Shen -

There are iwo tenses in English and two
tense. Tense refers to the present or past”

wORD

be

have .

o ca.n. .- a1

PRESENT

‘am, is
are

.ha'trE, has
do, does

will

Twill, wills

'_CHII

_ enly They are the present tense and the past
form of the werd For example.

PAST

was
were

had

[ S—— TR T T ]

: wﬂled

"t.::rruld '

“éf“fﬂé&j

| Tense end time are not the same, There are three references to turre present past, and
future.Tense and time  in trre samesentence do not always heve a’one-to-one relatlﬂnshlp...

Fer exemple
 TENSE
1. Is ~ he there
2, Was he there
3. Is  he'there
| TENSE
1., Is . . he there
2. Was he there
3. Is = 'hethere
4., Is he leaving
5. 1Is he leaving =
- 6, Was he leaving:
7. Was ‘he leaving
8. 'Wa'e B he’_leavilig :
9, Has  he patience
10, Does

he have patience o

i

TIME

right now? -
yesterday? -
all .the time?

TIME

right now?

yesterday?
all the time?
this moment?
tomorrow?
tomorrow?
today ?
yesterday?

- all the time? *

all the time?

TENSE

'preeeﬁf

past

‘present

TENSE

present
past

present

present
present
past-
peet
past.

. present
- present

 TIME

present
past -
pres .

"TIME .

present.

“past
present, past,

futare
present |
future
future
present

- past -

preeent paet fut:ure_
present, past future
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The purpose here is not to take up the
relation ‘between tense and time but to
demonstrate the importance of identifying
the word which carmes. tense in a sentence.
The word which carries tense will be referred
to as the tense carrier. Two kinds of
sentences are dealt with here. They are the
simple affirmative yes-no questions and the
simple affirmative statements.

Grammar books frequently divide yes-no
questions such as the first eight sentences
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given above into two groups. In sentences
1.3, be is the verb (V) with the subject (S) of
the sentence following it: V+5. In questions
4.8, be is the auxiliary (Aux), fullﬂwed by

the subject: Aux+S. This dual label of be as

the verb in V+S and the auxiliary in Aux+S
is troublesome not only to the non-native
speaker learning English but also to the
‘native speaker of English attempting to
understand the operations of the grammar in
his own language. And teachers of English as
a second language have the added burden of
choosing to teach Has he patience? {9) in
ViS or Does he have patience? (10) in
Aux+S. -

The entire problem perhaps can be
simplified by remembering that in simple
yes-no questmns the tense carrier, whether
it is the verb in V+S or the auxﬂlary in

Aux+S, precedes the subject: T+S. For
| example | |
 V+S8S=—— T + S
Is be there?
Was - bhe there?
Has he  patience?
Aux+ 8-TF  + S |
| Is ~he leaving?
Was he Ieaving?
boes he bhave patience?

1In fact this T+S extends to mmple yes -No

” 'questmns ‘that begin with a modal.

Mod31+s--‘1‘ + 8 |

| - Can = ynu do it?
~Could = = you doit?
Will - he  come?

~ Would .~ he

TESL Reporter

T+S also operates in yes-no questions in
other expanded predicates, sinCe an
expanded predicate begins with either an

- auxiliary or a modal. A few examples are as

follows.
Aux+S --T + S
Are they done?
Were they done?
Are ~ they being done?
Were they being done?
Has he done it?
Had he done it?
Has it been done ?
Had it been done ?
Does he do it?
Did he do it?
Modal+S --T  * S
Wwill it be done?
Could

it have been done?

T+S also applies fo elliptical yes-no
questions. In elliptical questions, the tense
carrier which is the verb precedes the
subject. =~

V + 8o T + 8

Is . he?
Was he?
Has  he?
Had he?
"Does he?
Did . he?
Can he?
Could he?

- Wilt he?

Would he?

There is a similarity among V+S, Aux+S,
and Modal+S. It is that the verb; the
auxiliary, or the modal is the tense carrier.

V + 5 | | o
Modal + S | | |

The 1mp0rtance Df 1dent1fy1ng the tense
carrier in statements is of equal sigaificance.

- In statements, the tense carrier, whether it is

a verb, an auxﬂlary, ora mﬂdal fnllﬂws the

sub]ect S+T. .
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§ + V —-u8 + T In this way a student can be guided by the
| deep grammar of T+S for yes-no questhns

He is, - and S+T for statements. The student’s
e ‘has. language would have not only the necessary
| tense carrier but also the tense carrier in its

He l.:iﬂﬂﬁ. relation to the position of the subject of the
He 18 ~ there.  ohtence. An understanding of the necessity
He was there. of the tense carrier in its positional relation
He has patience. to the subject of the sentence could help
He had patience, him produce simple affirmative yesno

questions and simple affi rmatwe statements
in acceptable grammar |

8 + Aux ~-8 + T
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S ¢+ Modal-§-+ T

| ) Note: '
You can. - do it “The Tense Carrzer in Negative Sentences
You could doit, . and Tag-questions” will appear in a

He will ¢come, - faﬂewing-issue of this magazine.
it could. be coming.
B would have been done.
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The mmﬂaniy among S+V S+Aux, and
S+Modal is that the verb the auxiliary or the
) mudal carﬂes the tense in the sentence.
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Rather than -teaching studenis to staff______;____gm Hem: Jovy Moss |

distinguish verbs, auxiliaries, and modals, it
might be more pmfitable to make them pay

- attention to the word which carries the tense
in the senfence. If the sentence is a yesno

- question, the tense carrier precedes the
subject; if the sentence is a statement, the-
tense carrier fﬂﬂﬂ‘WS the subject.
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- Question T+ S
Statement - - . . S + T




