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- THE FUNCTIUNS OF BE IN ENGLISH

by Alice C. Pack

Present forms Past forms
1 am I {He, She, It) was
He (She, It) is |
You (They, We) are | You (They, We) were

I-A, BE as the main verb:

1. Verb alone followed by a locative,

Subject Verb Locative

He is here

He was ~ there,

I | am in the kitchen

I was in the backyard,

2. With a modal and verb, (Use base form of BE after a modal’)

Subject Modal Verb  Locative

He will be . there,

fe said he - would he here,
S | —an be there,
Th-ey "should . be -here.

3. With i:he' auxiliary HAVE, (Use past participle of BE [been] after HAVE )

Subiject 'HAVE (P, P, } Locative

He has been ° here,
I | have ~ been there, |
She - “had been there befnre he arrived,

.4,_ With both a modal and HAVE, (Use base fnrm of HAVE after 2 mndal
and past participle of BE: fbeen] after HAVE))

o : Auxiliary  Verb .
Subject -Modal HAVE {P.P.,} ~ Locative

“He - could  bhave been  here, -
She might have - been in the kitchen,
They must have been  there,
I . should have  been = there,

B. BE followed by a noun:

1. Verb alone,

+*

Subject Verb Noun

He is a doctor,
she = was - anurse,
They -~ are missionaries,

I am a secretary.
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2, With a modal, (Use base form of BE after a modal,)

 Subject Moedal Verb

He will "~ he
She | can bhe
He _ must be
They should be

3, With the auxiliary HAVE, (Use past participle of BE [been] after HAVE

Auxiliary Verb

Subject HAVE (P,

He has heen
She has been

I have een
They - have been

4. With hoth a modal and HAVE,

Py

Noun

a doctor,

a nurse

a missionary,
teachers.

Noun

a doctor,

a nurse,

a missionary,
teachers,

(Use base form of HAVE after a modal

and past participle of BE [been] after HIAVE )

Auxiliary
Subject Modal HAVE
He could have
She might have
I should  have
They must -hzwu -

C. BE followed b}r a mndlher (ad]ectwe}

L Vc-rb alone,

- -Verb .
(P.P,) Noun
heen a doctor,
heen a narse,
been a missionary,
been teachers,

" Subject | _'Vﬂ.l‘b ~ Modiffer

lie was sick,
She - is - small,
They oare happy.

T am  grateful,
You =~ were wisce, |

2, Ve'r.h with a modal, (Use "basel form of verb [be]after a modal,)

Subjéct Modal

He © eould
She may

They . ~~will
1 ~ should

| | Verb

he .

be

3, '- Verb with the aumhary HAVE

after HAVE )
. ' ﬂﬂKlliarV - o
-Sublect ~ HAVE
. He ..~ ‘has .
. fShe. " . _'-;_"_hﬁsl'._ L
T%ﬂy h_. Tfha?emxﬁ

You  have. .

'bebn'ﬁ3T'

| ‘Modifier
sick,
- .small,

. happy.
grateful,

(Use'pas't participle of verb [been]

Verb . o

- (PP 1 '- Mndifiiar. N

bean, . sick, o '

been ';‘small all her hfe
"':.-been:-' happ}f |

'“HSE
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4. - Verb with both modal and HAVE, (Use base form of HAVE after &
modal and past participle of verb lbecn] after HAVE.)
Auxiliary Verb

Subject Modal =~ HAVE (P,P.)  Modifier

He could have - been sick, |
She might = have been small when she was
’ | younser,

They nmust have been huppy .

i should have heen crateful

5. With the auxiliary BE; (Use -ing form of verb [being] after BE.)

Auxiliaryy - Verb -
Subiect BE -ing form Modifier
He is being bad,
She - is heing good,

(The auxiliary BE and verb BE are seldom used together,)

6, With 2 modal am:_i BE as auxiliary, (Use base form of BE after the modal,
the ~ing form of BE [being] after the auxiliary BE, and the past
pariiciple of the verb afier the passive BE,)

‘Auxiliary  Passive BE Verb
Subjéct Modali BE (-ing fﬂ'ﬂl P.P,)
The food  might be ~ being ~ ealen right now,
The lesson might be - being completed now,
They might be being ~ beaten.now,

-7, With a modal and HAVE and BE as auxiliaries. (Use base form of HAVE
after modals, past parti¢iple of BE after HAVE, -ing form of BE after
the amhary BE and the past partmiple of the xrerb after the pa.sswe BE }

Auxmary Auxlhary P&sslve BE = Verh

Subject ~ Modal ~HAVE  BE (P.P.) (ingform) (P.P.)

The food - could have . bheen ‘being eaten while we were
o o S An the other room,
- The lesson  might have  been -~ being -~ finished while he
| ' - - wWas gone,

They could have been . being beaten when the best

player was restmg
(Note: This is the lungest verb group pnssd::le in English,}

II. BE as an auxiliary {o the main verb,

1. Verb with BE. (Use -ing form of verb after BE as an auxiliary),

Auxiliary Verb -
Subject BE {=ing form)
I am cooking
He is swimming,
She is . - reading, _
They are listening to some Music
You are working on this lesson,

They were. | sleeping.
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2. Verb with a modal and BE, (Use base form of BE after moda! and
~ -ing form of verb after BE.)

Auxiliary Verb
Subject Modal BE (~ing form)
He could be - swimming,
She must be reading,
They might he listening to some music .
They may he sleeping,

3. Verb with 2 modal and HAVE and BE as auxiliaries, (Use past
- pamclple of BE [been) after HAVE and -ing form of verb after BE )

Auxiliary  Auxiliary Verb
Subiect Modal HAVE BE (P P,) {-ing fnrm)
He could have been sSwWimming,
She must have been reading,
They may have been listening,
They might have been sleeping.
You should =~ have been = working,

I, BE as part of the transformation into the passive, {BE is followeda by the
past participle when used in the passive ) ' -

1. Verb alone, (Use past participle of verb after BE,)

Subject BE {(passive) Verb (P_P,)
The food was eaten,

The lesson was completed,
“They | were beaten

2, Verb with a modal,” (Use base form of BE after mndal and past
participle of verb after BE,) |

- ' Passive Verb
Subject . 'Muda1 - BE (P.P,)
The food must ~ be | eafen,
The lesson could be . completed,
They o might be - beaten,

‘3. With HAVE as an auxiliary, (use past participle of BE [been} aft_er
HA’E’E and past participle of vmb after passive BL )

- . Auxilia ry - Passive Verb
Subject . ~ HAVE BE (P.P,) (P.P.)
The food . has been ~ eaten,
The lesson had . been completed,
They have ~ been . = besaten,

4. _With BE as an auxiliary, (Use -ing form of BE [being] after auxiliary
‘BE and the past participle of the'verb aiter passive BE,)

Auxiliary - Passive BE Verb

‘Subject - BE . (-ingform) . (P,P.)
The food . was - " heing~ . ‘eaten.
The lesson =~ was’ - being  completed,

They - - - were | being - - beaten,
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5., Wit_h a modal and HAVE as auxiliary_ (Use base fnrm of HAVE after a
- modal and past pariiciple of BE [been] after HAVE and the past
participle of the verb after passive 3E,)

- ~ Auxiliary Passive Verh
Subject - Modal  HAVE BE (P. 1) (P.P)
The food - could have been eaféi:

The lesson might have been completed,
They o mist have - been beaten

THE FUNCTIONS OF HAVE IN ENGLISH will appear in the next issue Df the
TESL REPORTER THE FUNCTIONS OF DO IN ENGLISH and THE FUNCTIONS
OF CAN AND WILL IN ENGLISH will appear inn future edltmns.





