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THE FUNCTIONS OF BE IN ENGLISH

by alice C pack
presRrespresentnt forms past forms

I1 am I1 he she it was
he she it is
you they we are you they we were

IAI A BE as the main verb

1 verb alone followed by a locative

subjectsubjee verb locative
he is here
he was there
I1 am in the kitchen
I1 was in the backyard

2 with a modal and verb use base form of BE after a modal

subiecsubjectdubiec modal verb locative
he will bee there

he said he would be here
I1 can be there
they should be here

3 with the auxiliary HAVE use past participle of BE heenbeenbeen after HAVEHAV

auxiliary verb
subiectsubject HAVE PPPP locative
he has been here
I1 have been there
she had been there before he arrived

4 with bothaboth a modal and HAVE use base form of HAVE after a modal
and past participle of BE been after HAVE

auxiliary verb
subject modal HAVE PPPP locative
he could have been here
she might have been in the kitchen
they must have been there
I1 should have been there

B BE followed by a noun

1 verb alone

subject verb noun
he is a doctor
she was a nurse
they are missionaries
I1 am a secretary
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2 with a modal use base form of BE after a modal

subject modal verb noun
he will be a doctor
she can be a nurse
ileheliefle must be a missionary
they should be teachers

3 with the auxiliary HAVE use past participle of BE rbeenjbeen 1 after HAVEHA

auxiliary verb
subject HAVE PP noun
he has been a doctor
she has been a nurse
I1 havo beellbeen a missionary
they have been teachers

4 with both a modal and HAVE use base form of HAVE after a modal
and past participle of BE been after HAVE

auxiliary verb
subject modal HAVE PP noun
he could have been a doctor
she mimightmilitlit have been a nurse
I1 should have been a missionary
they must have been teachers

C BE followed by a modifier adjective

1 verb talone

subject verb modifbodifmodifierierler
lie was sick

she is small
they arearc happy
I1 am grateful
you were wise

2 verb with a modal use base form of verb be after a modal

subjectsubjee modal verb modifier
he could be sick
she may be small
they will be happy
I1 should be grateful

3 verbwithverb with the auxiliary HAVE use past participle of verb been
after HAVE

auxiliary verb
subiectsubject HAVE P P modifier
he has been sick
she has been small all her life
they have been happy
you have been wise



page 16 TESL reporter
4 verb with both modal and HAVE use base form of HAVEHAV after A

modal and past participle of verb tbccnbeen after HAVE
auxiliary verb

Slsubjectabject modal HAVE PPPP modifier
hefhenhe could have beebeenn sick
she might have been small when she was

younger
they must1 have been happy

I1 should have been grateful

5 with the auxiliary BE use ining form of verb being after BE

auxiliary verb
subject BE inginalnaino form modifier
he is being bad
she is beingbeino good

the auxiliary BE and verb BE are seldom used together

6 with a modal and BE as auxiliary use base form of BE after the modal
the ing form 0off BE being after the auxiliary BE and the past
participle of the verb after the passive BE

auxiliary passive BE verb
subject modal BE ing form PLPP
the food might be being eaten right now
the lesson might be being completed now
they might be being beaten now

7 with a modal and HAVE and BE as auxiliaries use base form of HAVE
after modalsmedals past participle of BE after HAVE ing form of BE after
the auxiliary BE and the past participle of the verb after the passive BE

auxiliary auxiliary passive BE verb
subjectt modal HAVE BE PPPP ing form PPPP
thetheocthefcfoodod could have been being eaten while we were

inn the other room
the lesson might have been bebeinging finished while he

was gone
they could have been being beaten when the best

player was resting
note this is the longeslongest t verb group possible in english

11II BE as an auxiliary to the mamainmalnin verb

1I verb with BE use ing form of verb after BE as an auxiliary

AuxauxiliaryiliLa verb
susubjectct BE inelneining form
I1 am cooking
he is swimming
she is readingreadinadeadina
they are listening to some musicusic
youyon are working on this lesson
they were sleeping
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2 verb with a modal and BE use base form of BE after modal and
ing form of verb after BE I1

auxiliaauxiliary verb
subject modal BE ing form
he could be swimming
she must be reading
they might be listening to some music
they may be sleeping

3 verb with a modal and HAVE and BE as auxiliaries use past
participle of BE been after HAVE and ing form of verb after BE I1

Aauxiliary auxiliaryluxltlaa verb
iosubisubsubjectt modalmodaiM oda I1 HAVE BE PPP P in form
he could I1haveave been swimmingswimming
she must have been reading
they may have been listening
they might have been sleeping
you should have been working

IH BE as part of the transformation into the passive BE is followed by the
past participle when used in the passive

1 verb alone use past participle of verb after BE

subjectsubjecsubjac BE passive verb PPPP
the food was eaten
the lesson was completed
they were beaten

2 verb with a modal use base form of BE after modal and past
participle of verb after BE

passive verb
subjectsubjecsubjac modal BE PPPP
the food custwustmust ISbee eaten
the lesson could bbee completed
they might be beaten

3 with HAVE as an auxiliary use past participle of BE beeni after
HAVE and past participle of verb after passive BE

auxiliary passive verb
subjectU 11 ct HXVTHAVE BE PPPP ll11P P
the food has been eaten
the lesson had been completed
they have been beaten

4 with BE as an auxiliary use ing form of BE being after auxiliary
BE and the past participle of the verb after passive BE

auxiliary passive BE verb
subject BE ing form JPPJP P
Tthehe ffoodood was being eaten
the lesson was being completed
they were being beaten
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5 with a modalamodalmodaialmodal and HAVE as auxiliary use base form of HAVE after a
modal and past parparticipleticiple of BE beenheenbeen after HAVE and the past
participle of the verb after passive BE

auxiliary passive verb
subject modal tlavealaveHAVE I1BEil olsoisPPTF 6jj1the food couldcoald have been eaten
the lesson might have been completed
they must have been beaten

THE FUNCTIONS OF HAVE IN ENGLISH will appear in the next isissuesue of tiietllethetile
TESL REPORTER THE FUNCTIONS OF DO IN ENGLISH and THE FUNCTIONS
OF CAN AND WILL IN ENGLISH will appear in future editions




