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A LESSON ON SYNONYMS,
ANTONYMS, AND HOMONYMS

FOR ESL STU DENTS
by Ke]]y Harrls, Jr.

This lesson may need two e!ess periods a’ependrng upon the speed of the students to greep the
pernts

In any language that is being taught as a second 'Iangua_ge,' there is a need for teachers to use
drills that will reinforce various concepts, meanings, or usage patterns. The following lesson
plan attempts to give a method of reinforcing the concept that sounds and meanings of words
are most important in the English language. This particular lesson is geared for High School
Students who have had exposure to English previously, but this method is flexible and may
easily be adapted to younger or more inexperienced students, as will be demenstreted by the
short and simple exmnple fellemng the data for the lesson plan.

MAIN IDEA.: Seunds and meenings of werds are meet unpﬂrtant in English.

(a) Introduce students to three words that mdleete dletmet eategenee of words whleh illustrate
the main idea. -

ie. HO’#.‘.[ONYMS - words seundmg the same
SYNONYMS - words meaning the same
- ANT ONYMS - wurde with eppeelte meanmgs

- (b). For HOMO’*JYMS point out thet epellmg beeemes a very nnpertant aspeet of learmng as
- does an awareness, ._ | - |

(b) For H’JMONYMS point out that spe]hng beeemee a very nnpertent aspeet of learning

-as does an awareness of context, part1eular1y where reading is used extensweiy as a mede of
- teaching. - -

- .eg Isee him every day.
| I smg a sea hymn every dey

- (©) Wzth SYNONYMS it may be necessary to use vlsual elds to teaeh the eeveral nemes that
: thmgs mey use of be knewn by ANTONYMS may aiso be handled ﬂme way.

e.g (8) ereser - dueter (held up the 1tem used for eleenng the blaekbeard)
-(S) . sllpper shee sandal. (show various types of feetwear) |
(A) boy rl ( have a boy and a girl stand)
(A) break o demenstrete beth) |

a (d) Ieeue the fe]lemng llst ef werde to the etudents fer an erally eendueted exere:lse The
“-object is to have students recognise or understand the eetegeﬂee mte whleh the paJIS fall

(e) Antenym (b) Synenym (e) Hemenym

. here - there '_ L ---]ﬂlﬂ eenneet R .ZStep o halt
. here . .‘ _.-_'heer Lol ---'_'Idlseenneet S halt o cease -
- theit - ~there - RPN (v 1 3 ..mate oo odeur o o smell

S their they e hﬂly L hﬂﬂy ©odour . scent :
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Zero
ZEero
nil
male
man.
woman
horse
course
course
coarse
better
seen
scene
join
_voyage
trip

- tour

main

smooth
worse
noticed
picture
unite
trip
tour

journey

.. holy

holy
teach
preach
preach
minor
minor
minor
unportant
alarm
bitter
mist
mist
beast

~ beast

consuine
devour

TESL Reporter

‘sacred

unholy
preach -

- exhort

lecture
miner
major
petly
inajor
excite
sweel
fog
missed
creature
animal
devour
eat

scent
scent

up
corhmands

. demands

orders -

- 1MOOT

more
more
never
weather

weather
brake

" break.

earthly
worldly

sent

cent

down
rules
commands
Tules

more

less

beside

not ever
wether
whether
break

fix
worldly
terrestrial

NOTE: Have each student in turn try to answer a pairing. If nécessary open the choice to the
~ class. Difficult pairings may need further illustrating by mime, visual aid, or still further words.

A variation could be that the students would indicate by a hand ro an ear (sounds alike -
HOMONYM); hands together (meaning the same - SYNONYM); or hands apart (ﬂppum’tes -

ANTONYMS) what they feel are correct answers.

() When the abmre exercise is completed hand out the crossword that follows. All answers to
the puzzle are included in the exercise list. Allow students to work in groups if they wish, but
each student should try to have his individual copy completed for homework.

The following is a much less complicated list of homonyms, synonyms, and antonyms that

could be used by beginning adults or on the elementary level; words might be originally intro-
duced as opposites, sound ahkes and same meanings.

o -
two
two
too
one

good

in .
meet
no

two
couple
100

also

- won
bad -
- inn
meat
know

you
1
mane
die
birth
gast
north
up
under

below |

ewe
eye
main
dye
death
west
south
down
below
beneath

An exam]_jle of a crossword that could be used for this level:

CLUE:
~ Across:
3 Oppnsrte of ]:nrth
d. Near.
6, Antonym of east
8. Sounds like meat
9.  Sounds like by
10.. See -
11. Sounds like beat
13. Also

14. Homonym of wear :

by near
sea see
sea ocean -
see vView
hot cold
by ~ buy
buy - sell
he she
be bee
beat ‘beet
wear where
Down:

1. Opposite to she
2. Opposite to he
3. Sounds like dm
4. Couple -

5. Under

7. North and -—-
9. Sounds like bee
12, Up and -
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Authors’s Note | -
 Having taught in New Zealand for several
years, and used this type of exercise in sfow,
 average, and above-average classes, | know
that students enfoy this kind of challenge;

The henefits are also very easily seen in
social and classroom conversation.

- All speflings used correspond to British
forms because | will continue to teach in
" British speaking countries,

- COMPLETED CROSSWORD:






