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Summer I974

A TESL GAME

by Alice C. Pack

OBJECTIVE: - To give students practlce in
creating acceptable sentences using the arti-

cles, singular forms, plurals, and prepﬂsm{ms |

nece:ssary in pari:muiar situations.

| MATERIALS: “Stacks of different colored
- file cards. One color indicates location,
. another color indicates time, another lists
nouns or verbs (nouns are given in either
singular or plural forms). White cards have
determiners listed i.e., definite, mdeﬁmte,
pGSSESSWB or demﬁnstratwe

PROCEBURE Game may be used f’t:rr
individual or team pldy. If teams are used

there should not be over five members on

each  team and class members should be
randomly divided intc teams. Cards are
- shuffled and stacks of each are placed in

front of each student or team. At the com-

- mand GO, each student or one member of
each team draws one card from each of the.
“stacks and,’ using the lexicon which the cards’

indicate, writes his sentence on the board.

Students are free to choose a verb if a noun
" is givenr-on the card or a noun if the card
gives: a verb and may also add any other

words, (nouns, verbs, connectors, etc .} that
Studants have the cheice to

or the object of the sentence,

| SUGGESTED LEXICON

ﬁrs! cqlor Secand cﬂfﬂr
Time: Locatmn X
Yesterday: . hnme

This morning library
from tifne to time beach
frequently lawn

this afternoon - garden

last week- classroom
next Friday cat
tomoIrow city
always -boat
Every Tuesday room -
right now ‘table

- garden, on the jawn, etc.) for very

for Constructing Sentences

suggest or correct their téam’s entry before
it is placed on the boaid). At the command
STQP all work must cease and then, in turn,
each sentence is given aloud by the student
who wrote it. If another student or the
othér ‘team thinks another’s entry is in-
correct, a'-correction may be submitted.
Corrections shnuld then be made and scores
tallied.

order to score the 5 points given for a
completed sentence.  Corrections add 2

 points to the individual or team score of the

‘personi Or team suggesting the correction.
"~ Time limits should be ‘determined by the
instructor on the bdsis of class proficiency
(students should have some opportunity io
succeed).

The prePas;tmns may be added tc: ‘the
10catmn on the cards (at home, in the

; elemen- .
tary students only, and should be elzmmated

.as soon as possible so students wﬂ} Iearn to

use prepositions meamngﬁlﬂy

Additional cards gIving ﬂdjECtWES ‘and. ad-
verbs might - be added to increase the diffi-
culty of the ‘game. as studeiits become

_prﬂﬁcmnt in_constructing s:trnple sentences.

“Also - other’ cards giving the choices of
afﬁrmatwe and negative g uestion,s or. state-
mems may be’ aﬂded ‘

Students must have everythmg correct in

. Third color - White
Verb Noun
boy’
- %:ﬁd ”, - gir%z" “definite
play . baby (the}
come ~basket indefi nite .
walk - - . house . {a, an}.
eat - “boys pﬂssesm’e
sleep dog (my, vour, our efr.)
study cais demonstrative. -
like - fish (this, that, thé&e -
- swim - banana . ﬁwse) " -
dance 'fnends .



