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IN CLOZE TESTING

])] Rogﬁr K Wi]liam_s

-Many authors and teachets have hailed -
cloze tests as the easiest and best method of
testing the reading skill. No doubt this type
of test can be the easiest. A teacher chooses
a passage from a book, types it on a page
deleting every sixth, seventh or nth word,
and requires his students to fi il in the correct
answers. He may give credit for only those
- answers which match the mgmal or he may
give partial or full credit for “acceptabie”
answers, those which fit the siot seman-
tically.

Whether cloze tests are the best method
of testing the reading skill is another matter.
Some cloze tests can be very good. - Others
~may contain flaws which affect the validity
and reliability of the tesis. Teachers who

are considering using 'this method should be

aware of several problems. In avoiding these
problems, -they may find that.good cloze
teats are about as.easy to construct as good
~ comprehension {paragraph and  questions)
tests.
- 'The first problem is that clﬂze tests only
partaaﬂy parallel the reading process. Read-
ing is primarily the decoding of written
symbols into . meaning. Filling in blanks
requires encoding or pmducnon In reading
regular prose,  both native and non-native
réaders, of course, often encounter unfamil.
iar words or phrases and must employ
inferential encoding prﬂcedures to arrive at
a meaning, . but if  there are too many
unfamiliar words or phrases encoding or
filling in blanks cormrectly becomes . quite
difficult and frusirating. Therefore, a cloze
test. may approximate a situation in which
students are reading material far beyond
their, level more than a situation in which
they are reading material on their level.
Because cloze iests require praduction,
scoring can become a problem if the teacher
chooses to give credif or partial credit
for answers w}uch though dlff_erem from the
original, are acceptable - It is quite
possible that students may write words

which are” acceptable semantically but not -

grammatmally Cm:sxder “these; “wathm

. cording to the native responses.

‘be a spec

one year between each other,” “stuck in

- home a lot,” and “the older twins are bemg

eaten at the. same time the younger . , .”
The students who made these responses rnay
have understood. the passage perfecﬂy, but
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| haw much credit should each response be

given? Is this a grammar test or a readmg
comprehension test-or both? -

- One author ‘suggests that a clm test

‘should be given to native students first and

that non-natives would then be Fraded ac-
This -is

certainly a pm:bﬂlty when testmg
advanced non-riatives, but the “errors’ cited
above would likely not be made by natives
and yet are in a sense acceptable . So this

- matter .of gradmg repcmses is Ilﬂt easily
- resolved.

~ The second preblem is that there seems to
ial talent involved in being success-
ful on a cloze test.  Carroll maintains that

“because natives vary widely in their ability

to perform well on cloze. tests and because
this ability corfelates with their ability Ay
second-language cloze tests, their scores in
the latter should be adjusted when used in
comparison with the scotes of other stu-
dents.2 He further states that

cloze procedure tests dEpeﬂd to-a cen-
siderable extent upon cognitive .ability
variables which are completely extraneous

- to foreign language success. That is to
say, even an. individual who has good
mastery of a foreign language may not be
able to demonstrate this mastery on 2~
cloze procedure test if he lacks certain-
other intellectual gualities such as reasﬁn- |

ing ability and ideational fliency.3
Carroll concludes that because success in the

. ‘usual types of cloze tests is independent of
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~ language proficiency and more dependent on
intellectual functioning, cloze tests should be

modified if used. The blanks should be, he
suggests, linguistic cues rather than ciucial

semantic cues, or they could be multiple

choice items or items with part of the ward
present. 4

This brings us to the third problem, the
blanks themselves. One reason that natives
vary .in their ability to fili in the blanks is
- that when every nth word is deleted, a high
number of crucial content words may be
deleted. Often these cannot be supplied-by
looking at the context. Sometimes a student
- who is quﬁafamﬂmr with the subject matier
can fill in these crucial content words while
- those lacking his special background cannot.

Deleimg every nth word often causes no
pmhiem in-.an casy passage with high re-
dundancy, but other passages should perhaps
receiva ‘a diffevent treatmeént. It might be
better. for test constructors to delete. func-

tion and content words which should be

apparent from comtext.  ‘For example,
suppose -a- teacher: is selecting a passagé to
use as.a cloze test and:he finds-an article on:
the speed. of=sound.
below. his students’

acsurate méasure. - Part of the passage reads:

The speed of sound “in-air .4t ordinary

-tcmper&tuiﬁs is' about 1,100 feet per’
second, “which is' sbout one mile in five..
séconds of about 700 miles per -hour.
The speed of sound increases slightly with

a_vise in“temperature and falls with a.

_'decrease in temperature It is not af-
. fected by the pressure of the Air.9. :

What prﬂbiems can be antzclpated‘? First,
“theye is the problem-of subject maiter.
‘Students who “have not previously “been
exposed 10 these concepts may do paﬂfly
Secondly 'a good physies student’ may. be
able 10 supply the numbers, whéreas : {:-ther
students might find thémy or any calculations
diffi cult. If it is determined that this subjeﬂi
is-no problem for this particular group and it

is.decided to leave in: the muinbers, which-
“The. phrase “the

words. could be omitted?
speed of  sound™ is repeiated; and students

should reasonably be-expected to suppiy any . -
~one of those four words, by~ coinparison to.

“the other phrase The- phrases ‘increases .

. with a rise in. temperatuw“ and “falls wﬂha
decrease” in" temperature™ ‘ate: ‘parallel -con-

trasting mleas The secﬁmd with: &nd

1t is on or slightly -
‘reatling :Jevel -and is |
long enough. to have sufficient.blanks for an
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termperatyre ashﬂuld be easy m supply as
should one of the-four words, mcrea:tsas,
rise, falls, decrease. Of caurse, one must
expect equivalent content words in this case--

_drops, decrea.s’es or declines, instead of falls,

for example. Perhaps the third about could
be deleted.

It would seem that native speakers should
be able to get a high or perfect score on a
cloze test designed for.non-natives. If they
do not, perhaps factors besides  reading
ability are being fested. Here is. another
example which is part of a longer passage.
Natives ‘can fill in the blanks readily; inter-
mediate non-natives might vary acmrﬂmg w
reading ability.- S

As the . circled over the aifpﬂrt
BVETYONE SN e sOmething was
wrong.- The plang mioving
unsteadily through the air, and although
" the  passengers had fastened their seat
‘belts. were suddenly thrown
forward. - At that’ moment, "the air
- hostess a-ppeared i JOOKE VETY.
pale, but. was .quite calm. . 'Speaking
qulckiy but.. almost in a: whsper she
informed everyone that -the. piiot had~
fainted asked if any ~
. the passengers knew anyﬂmig -
...inachines--or at least how, . drive
a car..After a moment’s hﬂsﬁatﬁm ‘4 man
got up and followed the into
the pﬂnt scahm 6 p o

ln shnrt passages shuuld be camfull
chosen accqrdm to passage level and con-
tent, and biaﬂks might be chosen according
to the ease with which they:can be filled by
looking. at the context or the struciure.
patterns. . :

- Although thls methﬁd of testm reading
has vet to be perfected, cloze teats can be a-
useful supplement to vocabulary tests, tests

of grammatical structures common to writ-
ten. English, 4nd passages with - questlﬂns.
- The teacher who experiments with cloze’
_iests’ should find them an exciting and

inventive way of testmg the strucfural aspect .
0f reading.. ’
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