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‘ram. Teacher participants often found ‘them-
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professors visit their classrooms. The total
experience was then synthesized in the third
and final step when theory was related to
classroom practice. Evaluation also occupied
an important part of this last phase. The
overall operation became a learning laboratory
with problems and solutions given concerted
attention. For example, when professors were
not on-site, an in-country support team
strengthened the program (Department of
Education personnel voluntarily assisted).

Many personal sacrifices were made during
the American Samoa Bachelor Degree Prog-

tuatasi, and John Udarbe plan the prngram.
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selves at the end of a teaching day beginning
all over an exhaustive schedule leading into
the late night hours. Weekends, holidays and
even summer vacations were almost totally
occupied in filling assignments, completing
projects and meeting deadlines. Famﬂ?es were
also affected. One teacher rematked, “My
children rarely see me because ]. go to the
library to study. Everyone has had more re-
sponsibility for the-home duties.”

Program participants registered strong
positive attitudes both in comments and in an
evaluative survey. One teacher observed, “All
of us are working tremendously hard but
there has come to the group a greater close-
ness. We encourage each other. If one is
discouraged or falling behind on assignments,
we -are there to push him on and give the
needed encouragement.” In the survey,
designed to elicit the response of participants
on how effective the various progrant activi-
ties - were In increasing fteacher proficiency,
eighty-one per cent felt that the different
aspects of the program were very effective to
extremely effective in gaining greater pro-
ficiency in subject matter areas; seventy-seven
per cent indicated a better understanding of
English™; seventy-six per cent believed they
were betfter prepared in the use of newer
teaching methods; seventy-four per cent
expressed a desire for continued professional
growth; seventy-one per cent had a better
apprectation of how their particular subject
related to careers; and sixty-eight per cent
signified greater skill in developing cltassroom
materials. The survey included a section of
open-ended statements requesting participants
to list new proficicnecies. Responses most
often made were: “more confidence in myself
to teach a particular subject,” “greater ability
to communicate through speaking and writ-
ing,” “‘sharper skills in reading-and listening,”
“better student response in classroom dis-
cussions,” and “higher scores on examina-
tions.” Over-whelmingly, the response was for
more time and the request was to “keep the

program going.”’ {continued on page 4}

*Since the survey was taken. two-thirds of the
participants completing classes have taken two
intensive English classes--one in reading and
one 1n writing
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A quarterly publication of the Commu-
nication and Language Arts Division of the
Brigham Young University-Hawaii Campus
.......... " ....Alice C. Pack

e e et Willian Gallagher
| Greg Larkin

Ron Safsten §
Articles refevant to teaching English as a ]

Second Language may be submitted to the
editor through Box 157 BYU-HC, Laie,
Hawaii 96762
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(continued from p. 9)

There is an. over used cliche in education
which states, “Teachers should meet students
were they are and take them to where they
ain’t.” The American Samoa Bachelor Degree
Program has in a sense accomplished that—
both geographically and academically. Partici-
pant American Samoa teachers have been
able to continue residing in their Pacific
locale, and have had the opportunity 1o
advance toward a baccalaureate degree. (For
many, this has been a life-time dream.) As one
participant concluded, “T have been trying to
finish my degree for years and had finally
given up hope of ever doing so. If it had not
been for. this program, my desire would have
never been realized.”
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Dr. Greg Larkin conducts an outdoor session with Undergraduate Students
in the American Samoa Program.

(See p. &)
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