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ORDER OF MODIFIERS IN THE
by alice C pack and lynn E henrichsen

the chart below illustrates the normal order of modifiers in th I1 en
columns I1 through VIII precede the noun nucleus in the orderlndiorder indiaindii

type is used the order followed is that indicated by the arabic idumeifumeI1urne

U
SINGLE WORD MODIFIERS

1 11 III111ili I1IVV V VVII1
i

1 general 1 specificpre articles 1 articles & numerals superlative and
size size

indefinite 1 ordinal comparative 2 shape2 quality or
adjectives 2 cardinal markers character-

istic

3 age
2 demonstra 4 tempertempera

turetives 3 general 5 specificspecifspeciaic
3 possessives weight weight

both the tired old

only the least difficult

the first two

these four little little

her first

johns surprising new

the mans less impressive

my brothers big six foot

many more expensive rectangularectangularrectangula

A cold

six rich

those

all the twenty mmostost beautiful new

NOTE only one modifier from column 11II can be used at a time
if the nucleus is singular then a modifier from column it must be used
if the nucleus is plural the a modifier from column 11II may or may not be used

forfor charts on noun phrase construction previously printed in the TESL reporter see

fries peter H english noun phrase construction vol VI no 1 p 8

pack alice C normal word order in the english noun phrase vol V no 1 p 6
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E ENGLISH NOUN PHRASE

english noun phrase the various types of single word modifiers
idicatedindicatedidicated when more than one single word modifier of one general
meralsrneralgeralss beneath each column head eg first two in column III111ili

NOUN PHRASES AND CLAUSES

VIIvil villVIII I1IXX X

1 time nouns NUCLEUS modifying modifyingM

2 color used as phrases clauses
3 location adjectives
4 origin or

nationality

indian men sitting there

algebra problem that we did

chapters in the book

brown rocks

job

attitude

application form

blue plastic chair that you saw

atujtutu re framesf ram es from new york

alaskan winter day
1

american tourists carrying cameras who talk loudly

weekly news magazines which came today

red water beds with leaks that I1 fixed




