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EFL exams in britain
looked at comparatively
by lois arthur

which exam and what does it meanmeang use of language isis tested the examinations
it isis now a facttact of life that one must are to be particularly recommended to stu

with of deideldentsits who experience some difficulty inmprove ones ability a piece paper
an examination certificate but which writing english proficiently but any student

wishing to demonstrate his ability to res-
pond

is difficultone in his own country it is not
readily to conversational stimuli andfor a student to know which examinations

to take foiforfol a teacher to know what to advise communicate effectively would be advised

know what de to take themthern the standardsstand aids of the examinaexammaexemmaforor an employer to to
mand but what otof examinations promoted tiong are high and the fact that more and

more centresbentres are offering them reflectsby bodies in other countries the plethora
of EFLheel examinations for example how their growing recognitionlecogmtion
can a foreigner hope to know how they the cambridge examinations are pro-

bablyrelate to one another in terms of level the best known and most widely
or what each one means in terms ofachieveof achieve supported of all EFL examinations partly
ment inin english in this brief reviewleview of because they areaieale well established and partly
somesonie of the principal EFLLFL examinations because of their narnename which isis easily lecogrecog
available I1 hope to solve a few of the mys med and accepted for quality abroad the
teriestenesterles which may confront the foreign examinations areaieate through particularly in
student teacher or employer testing written ability and in the case otof

the principal bodies in britain promotpramot
ingmg EFL examinations at present are louis arthur is the senior tutor at

the association of recognisedrecognized english the cambridge school of the bell
language schools ARELSARFLS educational trust I11 red cross lane

the university of cambridge examina-
tions

cambridge cb2cbs 2qx england
syndicate

the of artsaitsatts RSAroyal society proficiency and Dipdiplomalorna the students
the of oxford examinationsuniversity ability to read extensively and cope with

delegacy literary analysis the style of the examina-
tionstables I11 and 11II provide quick reference isis however very traditional when com-
paredfor exactly which examinations are available with the more practicalpracticpractil al and realisticfealealistic

from these bodies their relationship inin communicative techniques employed inm the
terms of level and student achievement oxford preliminary examination and in the
and the extent ol01of their recognition table new RSA exams at present being piloted
111IIIilllil gives a fairly comprehensive breakdown and a pass in the ARELS certificateceitificate would
of which skills are tested in each examina certainlycelceiuel tamly be a better reflection of a student s

tion and how the followingfoil wagwmg additional spontaneous oral ability than a pass in firstfust
information may also be useful certificate the proficiency examination

the ARELS examinations are perhaps isis demanding and a pass indicates the
less well known than they deserve to be in students all round ability inin the language it

certain areas of education abroad they isis officially regardedlegarded as equivalent to V0 level

are quite progressive and unique inin their in britainbut am

primary objective of assessing students the availability of optional papers to
competence in speaking and understanding test special skills see table III111 isis a useful
english inin commonly encountered situa and interesting aspect of first certificate
tionseions table 111IIIililii reflects the thoroughness and proficiency especially as performance
with which every aspect of the ororalauraloraalaurlaurallauraial inm these isis not taken into account inm the
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TABLE I1 EFL EXAMS AVAILABLE

NAMEOFNAME OF NUMBER OF DATES EXAMS
EXAMINING BODYBODY compulsorycgpljlgorypaPAPERS ARE SET

Peliminarypreliminary oral preliminary march july
component only october

ARELS certificate oral certificate february may
component only august november

diploma oral diploma june november
component only

Preliprellpreilpreliminarpreliminaryminary not yet
generally available in
pilot form only at

university OF present first certificate
CAMBRIDGE first certificate 5

examinations papers oral listening june and
SYNDICATE reading composition proficiency december

use of english
proficiency 5 papers
oral listening reading diploma
composition use of
english
diploma choice of 4
out of 5 papers

ROYAL SOCIETY
RSA
RSA 1I

11II 1S
3
at

papers
each level

RSA
RSA

I1
11II I1 march may july

OF ARTS RSA III111ili oral written RSADC A IIITIT111ililii f andan november
and reading

university OF preliminary only at preliminary march only
present 2 papers

OXFORD reading and writingexaminations
SYNDICATE

awarding of certificates but graded sepa-
rately

examinations they have suffered from a

the diploma examination is open too traditional approach to testing and
only to those with a grade A or B pass in a lack of variety in the ways in which skills
proficiency and is an extremely demanding are tested the overall range of ability
test of language which would tax some covered by the three stages is smaller than
native speakers there is however no oral that covered by the cambridge and ARELS
component but a good performance in the examinations but a student holding stage
ARELS diploma would reflect similar III111ili should be readily able to express and
native speaker oral competence discuss his own and others ideas all three

RSA examinations are currently under
the RSA examinations have never review however and more progressive

been as well recognisedrecognized as the cambridge papers designed to practically test com
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PLACES EXAMS STATUS AND
MAY BE TAKEN recognition

Aapprovedproved centresbentres schools with language varies in UK and abroad 35 out of 90
lailaglagoratorieslaboratorieslaboratoriesoratories in UK and abroad list available ARELS schools in UK support it with
from the director ARELS examination moves to increase this some british
trust 48 russell square london council bentrescentres support well others

do not at all the exam deserves more
recognition

approved centresbentres in UK and abroadabroaaaroad proficiency is given 0 level equivalence
list available from by the cambridge exams syndicate
the secretary exams in english first certificate has no equivalence
syndicate buildings 17 harvey road proficiency is often accepted for univer-

sitycambridge entrance abroad for teaching pur-
poses in some countries and for inter-
preterspretersreters schools diploma may be accepted
Ffortorlor university entrance in britain

approved centresbentres in UK and abroad considered by many to besecondbe second best to
list available from assistant secretary the cambridge exams in need of improve-

mentroyal society of arts examinations which is at present being undertaken
board murray road orpington kent new exams being piloted look very promis-

ing particularly intended for learners study-
ing in UK

approvedapprovapproveed centresbentres in UK plus 2 or 3 A relatively new exam designed to test
abroad list available from the survival english of students learning
secretary oxford delegacy of local in britain it is extremely practical it
examinations ewert place summer is still in its infancy but is an exciting
town oxford step forward in exam style and has

great potential

municativemunica tive ability are being piloted and there is no oral component but the ARELS
look promising preliminary examination may be accepted

as the oral equivalent
the oxford preliminary examination finally students are often bewildered

has been designed to fill a gap in the market as to which level of examination to enter
for post beginner students learning inin eg first certificate or proficiency while
britain who wish to prove their ability it is always possible to enter examinations
to survive in english and cope with at more than one level the only deterrent
most everyday situations the method being cost I1 personally would advise stu-

dentsof testing is interesting exciting and prac-
tical

in doubt to take the lower level
the examination has great potential examination and give themselves time to

and may be developed at other levels continued on page 53
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ENGISH TEACHING IN CHINA beijing

A small number of positions are available for peoples republic of china
experienced ESLEFL teachers at chinese those teachers interested in applying for the
educational institutions for direct employ-
ment

small number of fullbright grants in china
by the chinese government write to should write to

the employment and accommoda-
tion

the council for the international
office exchange of scholars

foreign experts bureau 11 dupont circle
state council washington DC 20036

EFL exams in britain it is hoped that this review has gone
continued from page 49 some way towards solving some of the

build up to the higher level the examina-
tions

dilemmas facing foreign students teachers
are held frequently enough for this and employers when confronted with

both in britain and abroad however it the vexing question which exam and
must be said that cambridge proficiency what does it mean

and diploma and ARELS diploma are ed note the author has expressed her
difficult to prepare for without expert willingness to answer any further
guidance and adequate contact with the questions that might arise as a result
spoken language of this article

TABLE 11II comparative LEVELS OF EFL examinations
near native speaker
competence CAMBRIDGE

DIPLOMA

ARELS
fluent in speaking
and writing DIPLOMA

RSA 111IIIililii CPE

communicates
reasonably well RSARSAIIil ARELS

certificate
FCE

RSA I1

survival english

ARELS OXFORD
preliminary preliminary

post beginners level

continued on next page



page 54 TESL reporter

TABLE 111IIIililii SKILLS testedexaminationTESTED EXAMINATION components

EXAM SKILLS I11
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S TESTED SPECIAL unSKILLS
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