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FISHERIES DEVELOPMENT IN KIRIBATT:
SUSTAINABILITY ISSUES IN A “MIRAB” ECONOMY

Frank R. Thomas
Historic Preservation Office
Majuro, Marshall Islands

Fisheries development has long been recognized as a means of achieving greater
economic independence for Pacific “microstates.” The Republic of Kiribati is
particularly well endowed in marine resources, largely due to its extensive Ex-
clusive Economic Zone (EEZ). However, the extraction of those resources rests
mainly with distant-water fishing nations (DWFNs) who pay a license fee. This
feature of a “MIRAB” economy, which encompasses elements of migration,
remittances, aid, and bureaucracy, only marginally benefits Kiribati. Government
has therefore looked to develop its own fishery industry and begun to focus on
inshore fisheries and aquaculture projects to diversify Kiribati’s meager exports.
In addition, commercial artisanal fishing is seen as a means of creating local
employment. With increasing human populations, urban drift, more-efficient ex-
tractive technologies, and expanding market opportunities, conflicts over re-
source ownership may become more acute. Better resource management,
together with the implementation of a remodeled marine tenure system, will
need to take priority if fisheries development is to be sustainable.

“MICROSTATES,” such as the Republic of Kiribati in the Central Pacific (for-
merly the Gilbert Islands), present unique challenges to development plan-
ners. Size alone need not be a serious impediment to economic growth, as
illustrated by Singapore’s financial success over the years, as well as other
small nations that have achieved a relatively high standard of living (Easterly
and Kraay 2000). Pacific island microstates, however, are not only constrained
by limited size but also by a host of other environmental and geographical fac-
tors, including remoteness, geographical dispersion, vulnerability to natural
disasters, and a highly limited internal market (Briguglio 1995; Shand 1980).
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Perhaps relatively isolated and resource-poor atoll countries and territories
best illustrate these limitations (Baaro 1993; Liew 1990). For the politically
independent states of Kiribati and neighboring Tuvalu, for instance, external
assistance does not match the amounts given to dependencies such as French
Polynesia or even the U.S -affiliated states in Micronesia, including the atolls
comprising the Marshall Islands (Dahl 1996).

With few opportunities for economic expansion in view of their restricted
size and natural resource availability, small labor forces, and low GDPs and
thus restricted market size, small island nations have had the option to look
outward by embracing the “MIRAB” approach to economic development by
relying on migration (of factors of production), remittances/aid (financial
transfers), and bureaucracy (nontradable production) (Bertram and Watters
1985). The MIRAB model of economic development highlights the impor-
tance, and as some would argue, the necessity, of such an approach to sus-
tain the levels of expenditure. As Bertram succinctly put it: “In a MIRAB
economy the indigenous population maximize their material well-being by
means of globalization” (1999:345).

Despite current indications that the MIRAB model runs consistently, and
apparently sustainably, ahead of local productive activity as measured by GDP,
there is cause for concern regarding an overreliance on such a model in light
of imminent changes in the global economy and the options that are available
to microstates with different political status. Excessive reliance on external
support and outlets for migration can no longer be considered secure in the
medium to longer term, notably with cutbacks in foreign aid and changes in
immigration policies linked to economic downturns in host countries that are
attributed in large part to labor downsizing and increasing competitiveness as
a result of globalization (see also Brown 1992; Cameron 1997; Gibson 1993;
Hooper 2000:9-10; Laplagne, Treadgold, and Baldry 2001; Schoeffel
1996:23).

While recognizing the challenges posed by “smallness” to further economic
expansion, successive governments in Kiribati have perceived marine-
resources development, particularly living resources, as a means of attaining
greater economic independence or self-reliance. An impressive number of fea-
sibility studies attest to the importance of the fisheries sector (Gillett, Pelasio,
and Kirschner 1991). With its vast Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ), Kiribati
has relied heavily on “rent” derived from fishing royalties, notably from East Asian
countries, because of inadequate local infrastructure to exploit the fisheries sec-
tor efficiently. Thus, the MIRAB economy is being perpetuated, although fish-
ing royalties, together with income from the Revenue Equalization Reserve
Fund (RERF)—a legacy of phosphate mining on Banaba, which ceased in
1979—and payments made by the Japanese Space Agency on Christmas Is-
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land (Kiritimati) in the Line Islands group, illustrate the positive side of a
strategy that seeks to diversify “rent” opportunities. Assets from the RERF
amount to US$370 million, equal to 33 percent of Kiribati’s GDP. The RERF,
fishing license revenues, and remittances make up almost half of Kiribati’s na-
tional income (Asian Development Bank 2000). More recently, however, the de-
velopment of inshore exports and aquaculture has received growing attention.
This article provides an overview of the fisheries sector in Kiribati and its
relationship to the country’s current MIRAB economy. Environmental im-
pacts are addressed and strategies for sustainable development are explored.

Kiribati: Environmental and Economic Backgrounds

Kiribati consists of thirty-three atolls and reef islands spread over an area ex-
ceeding five million square kilometers of ocean, straddling the equator be-
tween 4°43' north and 11°25" south and stretching between 169°32' east and
150°14" west. The total land area, however, only slightly exceeds eight hun-
dred square kilometers (Figure 1).

The highly alkaline and calcareous and coarse-textured soils of Kiribati,
like most of their counterparts on other atolls and reef islands, are among the
poorest in the world (Small 1972). The islands’ small size, low elevation, and
the porosity of the coral bedrock preclude surface streams. Instead, rainfall
soaks through the porous surface soil to create a lens of often slightly brack-
ish freshwater, hydrostatically floating on higher-density saltwater beneath
it. Kiribati is located in the dry belt of the equatorial oceanic climate zone.
Rainfall is extremely variable, both annually and between islands. The amount
of rainfall is generally high north of the equator, gradually diminishing to low
in the southern islands. The average for Tarawa, the administrative and com-
mercial center in the Gilbert group, is close to two thousand millimeters per
year (Burgess 1987).

Kiribati’s economy falls squarely within the MIRAB model, although some
80 percent of the people are engaged in subsistence production and the sale of
primary products (AusAid 2001). The two sectors of primary production—agri-
culture and fisheries—differ in outputs, with fisheries exceeding local agriculture,
with the exception of copra for export, because of environmental constraints.!

Fishing continues to occupy a prominent place in the life of most I-Kiribati
(Gilbertese). Between six and eight hundred species of inshore and pelagic
finfish are believed to exist (Guinther, Maragos, and Thaman 1992:9). Lagoon
fishing involves both net and line capturing methods. Ocean fishing commonly
focuses on Scombridae, notably skipjack tuna (Katsuwonus pelamis) and
yellowfin tuna (Thunnus albacares), as well as on flying fish (Cypselurus
melanopterus). Spearing is also practiced on a number of species. F ishtraps
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made from coral blocks are impressive architectural features at low tide,
located on ocean-side reef flats and in passages. The traps may extend up to
fifty meters in length and stand about one meter high. Traditionally, certain
groups of people raised milkfish (Chanos chanos) in specially designed
enclosures, normally located near the lagoon. A variety of marine inverte-
brates can also be found, including an estimated thousand or more species
of mollusks.?

Kiribati was granted independence in 1979, shortly after the British ex-
hausted phosphate deposits mined on Banaba. Since then copra and fish have
remained the main source of foreign exchange earnings, but copra earnings
have fluctuated widely in recent years (Shepherd 1999). Since independence,
however, Kiribati has moved towards the MIRAB model of economic devel-
opment by relying heavily on foreign aid and remittances by migrant workers.

Assessing the MIRAB Economy

The population of urban South Tarawa has increased considerably because of
internal migration (an urban growth rate of 2.2 percent per year), with nearly
40 percent of the total population—having reached close to 84,500 in 2000—
concentrated on some sixteen square kilometers of land (Secretariat of the
Pacific Community 2001; Ministry of Finance 2002) (Figure 2).> A large pro-
portion of these migrants are supported by remittances sent by family mem-
bers who work for the phosphate mine on Nauru and others who are engaged
as merchant seamen. The remittances sent by the workers amount to more
than US$7 million a year (Bertram 1999:341). However, with the projected
cessation of phosphate mining early in this century and advances in marine
technology, it is expected that remittances will diminish with many workers
returning home, increasing the pressure on local resources (Fleming and
Hardaker 1995:89, 91, Macdonald 1998:62). Unlike other Pacific Islanders,
such as Niueans or Tokelauans, who have New Zealand citizenship and thus
can migrate freely to that country by virtue of their political status, I-Kiribati
do not have this option. Foreign aid, another feature of the MIRAB economy,
is likely to continue, albeit with diminishing resources as donors search for
greater accountability and the strategic importance of the Pacific is reduced
following the end of the cold war. The public sector remains a significant em-
ployer but is unable to absorb a growing number of young people, many of
whom lack appropriate training, education, or experience. The agriculture
and especially the fisheries sectors could provide alternative sources of liveli-
hood for migrants. To support an increased population, though, new forms of
sustainable land- and marine-use systems need to be worked out for produc-
tion of both traditional and exotic crops, as well as fisheries products.
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Fisheries

The Exclusive Economic Zone

With an Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) covering 3.5 million square kilo-
meters—the second largest in the world (Figure 3)—it is not surprising that
the fisheries sector in Kiribati is seen as both a source of essential livelihood
at the subsistence level and as a means of generating revenue by promoting
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the country’s seemingly vast store of marine resources (Thistlethwait and
Votaw 1992:28-29). In an effort to exploit more fully its marine resources Kiri-
bati, along with the South Pacific members of the Forum Fisheries Agency,
the South Pacific Commission, and the Nauru Treaty Group, declared a two-
hundred-mile Exclusive Economic Zone in 1979. For Kiribati (whose groups
of islands are dispersed over considerable distances), the declaration of the
EEZ called for systematic and improved surveillance and monitoring of fish-
ing activities by the vessels of the distant-water fishing nations (DWFNs) in
order to maximize income from licensing through an effective enforcement
of the EEZ.

The licensing of foreign fishing vessels primarily through bilateral treaty
arrangements contributes highly variable returns, which are largely affected
by weather conditions, notably El Nifio and its reverse, La Nifia. For example,
license fee revenues fell from A$40.3 million in 1998 as the impact of El Nifio
was felt, to A$31.8 million in 1999 during La Nifia, to A$17.2 million in 2000
(National Development Strategies 2000).* At any rate, some analysts consider
benefits to be marginal. This opinion appears to be supported by Forum Fish-
eries Agency statistics showing that regional governments reap less than 4 per-
cent of the value of the catch (Samou 1999:148) 5 Moreover, Kiribati lacks ad-
equate onshore facilities to attract higher levels of tuna transshipment by
foreign vessels. The EEZ is believed to contain potentially significant re-
sources of manganese nodules and cobalt crusts on the seabed, but for the
moment an economically viable operation has yet to emerge (Teiwaki
1988:119-140).

" Kiribati is also seeking to develop its local fishing industry. To achieve this
goal, important obstacles need to be surmounted, such as the cost and avail-
ability of fuel, distance to markets, and competition from efficient, capital-
intensive distant-water fishing nations (Kearney 1980). Until recently, the
domestic industrial fishery has been completely dominated by the govern-
ment-owned Te Mautari Limited, established in 1981 to catch tuna by the
pole-and-line method. The company had difficulties from the outset estab-
lishing a viable year-round fishery in the EEZ. The main problem is the vari-
ability in tuna abundance. This problem is compounded by difficulties in
obtaining a reliable bait supply (Fairbairn 1992:22). In 1993 the government
entered into a joint venture company with the Otoshiro Gyoko Company of
Japan to establish the Kiribati and Otoshiro Fishing Company (KAO). KAO
operates a 750-ton-carrying-capacity purse seine vessel purchased {rom the
Japanese partner. One of the company’s objectives is to provide training for
[-Kiribati using the harvesting and marketing skills of the Japanese parent
company. The tuna catch increased from 2,583 tons in 1997 to 4,080 tons in
1999 (Annual Report 1999).
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Kiritimati Marine Export Limited (KMEL), set up on Christmas Island
in 1981, exports chilled fish, initially tuna and lobster, and more recently,
béche-de-mer, shark fin, aquarium fish, and deep-sea demersal fish. Despite
limited air services to Honolulu, KMEL, unlike Te Mautari, has been oper-
ating quite successfully since its inception, grossing over A$290,000 in 1998
(Annual Report 1999).

Inshore Exports and Aquaculture

The exploitation of Kiribati’s EEZ for accrued benefit to the people of this is-
land nation highlights the need for improved technology, skills, information,
and financial resources. Dolman (1990) argued that for small-island devel-
oping countries the twelve nautical miles, formerly recognized as marking the
territorial boundary of an island or coastal nation, are generally preferable to
two hundred nautical miles of biologically unproductive waters and highly mi-
gratory species. He further stated that the goal should be in terms of saving
foreign exchange rather than generating it, and to reduce dependence rather
than seeking a place in a highly competitive market.

Kiribati has acknowledged that inshore and aquaculture development and
the promotion of artisanal fishing could bring about economic improvement
while lessening dependence on foreign aid. The government has reported in-
creases in marine-product exports (Table 1). In addition to fish, the special-
ized aquarium-fish market fetched almost A$1 million in 1998. Other impor-
tant fisheries products include seaweed (with earnings exceeding A$500,000
dollars in 1998) and béche-de-mer (close to A$500,000 during the same pe-
riod) (Ministry of Finance 1998).

Plans are underway to produce and market black pearls by smallholders
on the outer islands and to develop a sustainable baitfish industry based on
milkfish on South Tarawa (Ministry of Natural Resources Development 2001;
National Development Strategies 2000).

The trade in aquarium or pet fish (Figure 4) was initiated on South Tarawa
during the 1980s but was subsequently moved to Christmas Island because
of its proximity to market centers in Honolulu. Interest from the private sec-
tor in this lucrative trade has been growing since its establishment on Christ-
mas Island (Annual Report 1999).

Seaweed is another high-value niche product (Figure 5), inevitably sub-
jected to world price fluctuations and destruction by bad weather. Seaweed
farming provides the major raw material for carrageenans (water-soluble
gums), which have widespread applications such as in processed foods, tex-
tiles, air {resheners, and pharmaceuticals. As an aquaculture project, seaweed
farming has already proven its value in the Pacific (South 1993). In Indone-
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FIGURE 4. Pet-fish export. (Courtesy Fisheries Division, Tarawa)

sia and the Philippines the seaweed trade has accelerated socioeconomic
growth and development, and created a number of related economic activi-
ties for various communities. An example of this is ecotourism, whereby divers
and visitors are able to observe the unique techniques associated with this
type of farming (Dahoklory and Hatta 1996).

Seaweed farming suits the developing economies and subsistence com-
munities of the Pacific Islands for a number of reasons apart from their hav-
ing favorable environmental conditions. The low level of technology and
investment required to initiate and maintain a harvesting operation enables
cash-strapped rural communities to take part in an income-generating activity.
Furthermore, the family-based nature of seaweed farming is appropriate
within the context of rural subsistence communities, as family and group co-
operation is often emphasized in daily activities. The low environmental im-
pact associated with seaweed farming, desirable under any circumstance, is
particularly advantageous in the relatively fragile environments of the Pacific
Islands, where environmental standards and regulations are not always
enforced. Lastly, the compatibility of this particular type of aquaculture with
traditional uses of the inshore environment renders it appealing to many com-
munities who have been relying on their inshore resources for generations.

In addition to the economic and social benefits of seaweed cultivation, sev-
eral positive environmental effects are associated with this type of activity. For
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FIGURE 5. Seaweed Producﬁon. (Courtesy Fisheries Division, Tarawa)

example, seaweed is cultivated within reef systems, which has the effect of
enhancing ecological and primary productivity levels. Also, farms can act as
nutrient sinks, thereby protecting the environment from the effects of nutri-
ent overload. Similar to mangroves and seagrasses, seaweed farms support
and develop fish stocks and can play the role of nurseries for juvenile marine
organisms.

Two species of seaweed, Eucheuma alcarezii and Eucheuma spinosium,
were introduced to Kiribati in 1977 from the Philippines. Eucheuma alcarezii
was found to thrive better under local conditions (Annual Report 1999). A
government-owned company, Atoll Seaweed Company (now in private hands
as Kiribati Atoll Seaweed Company), was established to deal with seaweed
commercial activities. F anning Island (Tabuaeran) in the Line Islands group
and Abaiang, close to Tarawa, have emerged as the major producers subse-
quent to failures of pilot projects on the main atoll. The main cause for those
failures was competition with other uses of the lagoon shoreline, particularly
shellfish collecting by a growing number of urban migrants (Schoeffel
1996:80). In the early 1990s some two thousand smallholders, or near half the
population on Abaiang, were growing seaweed (Tikai 1993:171). Seaweed
production for the Gilberts in general has declined significantly, however,
from a high of 1,019 tonnes in 1991 to a mere 12.2 tonnes in 2001 (Atoll Sea-
weed 2001). The increasing frequency of westerly winds associated with El
Nifio has in effect discouraged many households from further investment in
an activity considered high risk in an essentially risk-averse subsistence en-
vironment (Neemia-Mackenzie 1998). Additional research into varieties of
seaweed that are more weather resistant, together with better monitoring of
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FIGURE 6. Béche-de-mer export trend. (Courtesy Fisheries Division, Tarawa)

suitable growing sites, are being considered. Despite the difficulties, seaweed
farming can contribute substantially more income to smallholders than copra
production. A farmer can produce several crops a year, yielding close to 25
tonnes of dry seaweed per hectare with minimal capital. While seaweed is still
regarded as an export crop, there is potential to include it in the local diet,
particularly in efforts to reverse vitamin A deficiency and other vitamin and
micronutrient intake problems (Schaumberg, O’Connor, and Semba 1996;
Thaman 1988).6

Trade in béche-de-mer or sea cacumber (holothurians), which was one of
the first export products from Kiribati after European contact, reached a peak
of 125 tonnes in 1993, dipping to less than 15 tonnes in 1998 (Figure 6). This
drop is due to overexploitation (Annual Report 1999). Of the thirteen species
that have been identified, four are considered to be of high value for the Asian
market.

The production of black pearls derived from the black-lipped pearl oyster
(Pinctada margaritifera) is one of the most recent aquaculture projects in
Kiribati. For well over a hundred years, there has been growing interest in
the production of cultivated pearls. Before the introduction of grafting tech-
niques, pearls were harvested from natural stocks. Because natural pearls are
extremely rare (one oyster per every thousand contains a pearl), the price of
pearl was quite high. The 1930s saw the collapse of the natural-pearl mar-
ket, due to the death of much wild stock from overharvesting. The lack of
pearl and increasing demand gave rise to grafting and the establishment of
pearl farms. Japan was the first to establish farms and develop grafting tech-
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niques. Pearls are second in popularity to diamonds among precious gems and
Japan is the leading buyer to date (Sims 1993).

Cultured black pearls have become the most important export commodity
among marine products in French Polynesia and the Cook Islands (Macpher-
son 2000; Rapaport 1995). This has led to concerns over possible declining
profitability, perturbation of lagoon ecosystems, and growing tenure disputes.

The feasibility of producing and marketing black pearls in Kiribati has been
the focus of considerable research and development. Research trials and pilot
operations have been successfully carried out. Within the next few years, the
Ministry of Natural Resources Development is expected to complete a feasi-
bility study and business plan for privately operated enterprises. The depart-
ment will then begin implementing a strategy for transferring the technology
and business approach to the private sector (National Development Strategies
2000). Given past experiences in French Polynesia and the Cooks, it is hoped
that Kiribati will learn from previous mistakes.

The need for aquaculture of baitfish based on milkfish has been recognized
in view of low wild bait stocks. Cultured baitfishes would be exported pri-
marily to support the licensed foreign longline tuna fleet. Part of the output
would also be sold on the Tarawa market. One problem faced in this con-
nection is the infestation of fishponds with a predator, the introduced Malayan
mosquito fish or tilapia (Oreochromis spp.) (National Development Strategies
2000). To assist the local population in its protein requirements a visiting con-
sultant introduced tilapia, which resulted in the destruction of the milkfish
in most ponds. As tilapia is neither eaten nor appreciated because of its non-
salty taste, it is considered to be a serious pest.

Artisanal Fishing

Artisanal fishing possesses several features that contrast with industrial op-
erations. The latter are capital-intensive, using large vessels and sophisticated
gear, and the catch is usually processed using elaborate facilities mainly for
export. Artisanal fishing is capital-unintensive but labor-intensive, using small
vessels and relatively simple gear, with little or no processing of the catch. In
the case of commercial artisanal fishing, marine products are sold in local mar-
kets, whereas in subsistence artisanal fishing the catch is retained for house-
hold consumption or given away. In the Pacific, though, separating artisanal
fishery production into commercial and subsistence operations is difficult be-
cause most communities sell part of their catch (Adams, Dalzell, and Ledua
1999). However, the U.N. Food and Agriculture Organization reports that the
nearshore commercial fish catch in Kiribati is principally made up of reef and
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deep-slope fish (54 percent), mollusks (25 percent), and pelagic species (21
percent) (FAO 1998).

In contrast to agriculture, nearshore fishing throughout Kiribati is vigor-
ously pursued. Despite growing urbanization the vast majority of I-Kiribati
households obtain the bulk of their protein from various marine organisms
found on both lagoon and ocean sides. In fact, the proportion of fresh fish-
eries resources caught and locally consumed ranks among the highest in the
Pacific region. Annual fish consumption per capita is estimated to be around
185 kilograms, among the highest in the world (Gillett and Lightfoot 2001:58).
The abundance of edible marine life (Jargely attributed to the equatorial up-
welling of nutrient-rich waters) and household priorities in spending limited
cash on foods not locally produced (such as rice, flour, and tea) should allow
people to be self-sufficient in terms of protein. However, despite the wide
availability of local marine products, undernutrition related to protein defi-
ciency was found in 7 percent of preschool children and 69 percent of preg-
nant women (WHO 1998).

The author carried out research pertaining to artisanal fishing over the
course of several years. Local communities engaged in subsistence and com-
mercial exploitation of marine mollusks were investigated between 1993 and
1998. More recently a general assessment of artisanal fishing on urban South
Tarawa was made to measure the degree of dependency on imported meat
products, particularly tinned fish. Some of the results will be discussed in fur-
ther detail below.

The Outer Island Fisheries Project was initially established with the goal
of developing commercial fisheries on the outer islands and providing a steady
supply of fish to Tarawa. Two cold-storage facilities were set up, on Butari-
tari and Abemama, to assist the development of commercial fisheries on these
atolls, concentrating on tuna and using Te Mautari Limited as the market out-
let for catches. Following the closure of these centers, others opened on
Abaiang, Aranuka, Kuria, and Nikunau. To more cost-effectively supply both
the export and the South Tarawa markets, the project and Te Mautari were
integrated. Now called the Foundation for Integration of Fisheries, the cur-
rent targets are reef fish together with tuna (Annual Report 1999; National
Development Strategies 2000).

Storage facilities and transport between the outer islands and Tarawa need
improvement to create incentives for artisanal fishers to sell greater volumes
(Neemia and Thaman 1993). Kiribati’s outer islands differ little from other
remote islands in being marginalized in relative terms. The benefits of tech-
nological investments in transport such as the development of the container
and of cellular-container vessels, as well as air connections, clearly favor core
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areas to a much greater degree than the peripheries (Brookfield 1980; Ward
1999:25-26). Another area of concern is postharvest handling of fish and other
marine products (Novaczech and Chamberlain 2001). Tn addition to the pos-
sibility of causing ciguatera poisoning (Tebano and MacCarthy 1991), which
directly affects exports as well as domestic sales of live reef food fish, it was
determined that the handling of fish after capture caused serious health risks.
For example, the sale of ungutted fish is ubiquitous on Tarawa. There is a be-
lief that ungutted fish is preferable for reasons of aesthetics and flavor, but
little awareness of the relationship of gut and gill bacteria to spoilage. The
problem is compounded by improper use of limited ice supplies. Novaczech
and Chamberlain report that up to 1.5 percent of the population is sent to
hospital with fish poisoning every year and rates may be as high as 7 percent
on certain islands (2001), although it is not clear how many cases can be at-
tributed to ciguatera versus illness by spoilage.

Whereas tuna jerky for export requires major investments in packaging, la-
beling, quality testing, quality control, and promotion, small-scale production
for domestic markets may be a more attractive venture. Solar-dried products
appear to be technically and financially feasible for outer-island producers. One
issue that has hindered previous efforts in Kiribati is the cost and availability
of construction materials on outer islands. If project funding is used to finance
initial infrastructure development, profitability and management must be suf-
ficient to ensure that the equipment can be repaired and replaced as needed.

Environmental Impacts
Mollusk Harvesting

A substantial rise in mollusk consumption has occurred on South Tarawa. This
phenomenon is linked to changes in water circulation when causeways were
built in the 1960s, encouraging the establishment of certain species, and to
increased fertilization by sewage-driven nutrients. Filter feeders exposed to
contaminated water may thus become agents of gastrointestinal diseases. With
expanding urbanization and accompanying internal migration from the outer
islands to the capital, there has been a growing demand for cheap, easily gath-
ered resources such as mollusks. While bacterial pollution from overcrowd-
ing has ensured for a time the proliferation of filter feeders such as Anadara
cockles (Anadara uropigimelana), yearly harvest of these bivalves has been
estimated at close to fourteen hundred tons, causing concerns about resource
sustainability (Paulay 2001). Between 1993 and 1994 the roadside sale of
Anadara was putting pressure on Tarawa stocks that were once relatively well
protected. Divers possessing goggles and any floating device from a small
canoe to a rubber inner tube could collect large quantities of bivalves on a
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daily basis and sell their catch in rice sacks holding up to thirty-four kilograms
of mollusks. A move by shellfish gatherers from the intertidal sand flats and
seagrass beds to deeper sections of the lagoon was triggered by declining
abundance and size of existing stocks closer to shore (Thomas 2001a). Blast-
ing of Maiana’s leeward reef may have contributed to the recent disappear-
ance of Anadara in certain areas. Changes in water circulation associated with
strong currents may have disturbed the nutrient-rich substratum inhabited
by these bivalves and washed away larvae (Tebano 1990:55-56).

The strombid gastropod Strombus luhuanus is fast becoming the dominant
molluscan species in Tarawa Lagoon. This perhaps is a consequence of the
demise of many reefs linked to changes in sedimentation and because of gath-
ering pressure on the preferred Anadara. Like other strombids, this gastro-
pod is an herbivore and feeds on algae attached to hard strata. It often occurs
in 1arge colonies. Commercial artisanal exploitation also occurs on Tarawa.
Unlike Anadara and other bivalves, gastropods are usually epibenthic, thus
facilitating their detection on the surface of sediments. As is often the case,
gatherers make no distinction between large and small shells, collecting all
those that are visible. The annual harvest is estimated at four hundred tons
(Paulay 2001). The high variability of species density may reflect increasing
gathering pressure but could also be attributed to patchy distribution, per-
haps linked to the snail’s high mobility. Nevertheless, a small average shell
length for Strombus luhuanus found in Tarawa sand flats (M = 42.9 mm, SD
= 4.9, N = 206) may indicate harvesting pressure (Thomas 2001a).

Stocks of giant clams (Tridacnidae) have been greatly affected through-
out the Pacific by poaching by foreign vessels (Dawson 1988). In addition,
heavy exploitation to satisfy domestic consumption has led to the virtual de-
mise of the largest species (Tridacna gigas) around Tarawa, while stocks on
the outer islands were described as low (Munro 1986). There had been plans
to culture giant clams for seeding on the outer islands and for restocking
Tarawa Lagoon (Annual Report 1994), but it would appear there was no
follow-up to this project.

In Kiribati, as in various other Pacific localities, small specimens (less than
40 cm) of Tridacna gigas and Hippopus hippopus are occasionally carried to
shallow lagoon reef flats or deposited in passes adjacent to settlements. They
are allowed to grow in place until ready for consumption. Like fish traps and
areas used for seaweed farming, giant-clam “gardens” are the property of in-
dividual households, whereas the reef flat on both lagoon and ocean sides is
now regarded as common property. Because of pilferage in populated areas,
traditional giant-clam aquaculture is currently confined to relatively isolated
areas, such as the islets of the leeward reef. The “gardens” are disappearing
from the Kiribati seascape, however, in large part because of the erosion of
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customary marine tenure. Owners are now less inclined to continue to care
for giant clams in designated lagoon sections or to invest in maintaining large
fish traps (Thomas 2001a).

A smaller and more abundant species, Tridacna maxima, is taken from the
outer islands and is the target for supporting a domestic commercial fishery.
Fisheries statistics are incomplete, as many of the exploited mollusks (pre-
served by salting) are carried as personal consignment by boat mainly from
Abaiang to be sold on Tarawa.

Fishing on South Tarawa

Concern over the condition of Tarawa Lagoon is not limited to slow-moving
animals such as béche-de-mer and shellfish. Some reef fish are also threat-
ened. Even juvenile tuna species spend part of their life cycles close to shore
before migrating out to sea, and thus are subjected to the same kind of pres-
sures as more sedentary reef fish. The government continues to worry about
the lack of an effective management plan for inshore marine resources. La-
goon and reef areas are witnessing increasing levels of pollution, primarily
from human and animal waste, as well as a decline of a host of organisms as
a result of overfishing. A steady increase in the population of South Tarawa
and in the availability of outboard motorboats and gill nets has significantly
contributed to increased effort and total catch. Catching efficiency has also
increased substantially with the introduction of gill nets that are more than
one kilometer long. The splash fishing method (te ororo), whereby fishermen
drive fish into long gill nets by splashing the surface of the water with iron
bars, may be particularly efficient. During the past two decades, however, sev-
eral lagoon fish, such as bonefish (Albula glossodonta) and spangled emperor
(Lethrinus nebulosus), have been reduced in number (Beets 2001; Tikai
1993:170). Fish stock declines can also be attributed to the obstruction of
spawning migration routes by causeways, notably in the case of bonefish (Ab-
bott and Yeeting 1995). While many fishers were keenly aware of the changes
affecting inshore resources, though not necessarily the underlying causes, they
were for the most part unwilling to take action—an example of the “tragedy
of the commons” (Hardin 1968), whereby fishers fear that if one were to re-
duce his or her catch, others would take that catch instead (Phillips 1995).
One interesting comment noted during recent work came from a Fisheries
Division officer who stated that several stocks have made a comeback, with
the notable exception of giant clams (Tooti Tekinaiti, personal communica-
tion, 2001). This may relate to erratic recruitment pulses (high spatiotempo-
ral variability in recruitment) among distant fish and shellfish populations with
a larval stage of sufficient duration to allow dispersal over long distances be-
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fore settlement into an exploited area (Sale 1980; Tebano and Paulay 2001).
Nevertheless, a rapidly expanding human population and increasing com-
mercialization of inshore environments could create more serious problems
over the long term.

To gauge the extent of fishing activities on South Tarawa, a sample of thirty-
five households was randomly selected for interview (Thomas 2002). Twenty
of these households pursued small-scale farming as their main economic ac-
tivity rather than fishing.” With a single exception, however, all households
carried out some form of fishing. Forty percent of the households sold fish
or shellfish or both. Over 60 percent of households bought fresh fish at least
occasionally. All respondents preferred the taste of fresh fish to tinned fish
but occasionally purchased the latter. For the smallholder farmers and for
those individuals earning regular wages, fishing was not done regularly (i.e.,
at least four days a week) (Annual Report 1999). Other reasons given for pur-
chasing tinned fish included inclement weather, lack of money to purchase
fuel for those owning a boat, catching inadequate quantities of fresh fish, and
“feeling lazy.”

Eight kinds of shellfish and four other invertebrates were cited as having
been gathered in a week for all households combined. In addition, thirty-two
fish species caught from both lagoon and ocean sides were recorded. Table 2 lists
the most frequently collected fish and invertebrates. Sample size may account
for the differences noted between the present survey and the survey carried
out by the Fisheries Division in November 1999, which was based on inter-
views of 931 households. The Fisheries survey showed that flying fish and tuna
species represented more than 50 percent of the total catches (Annual Report
1999).8 Seasonal availability of species could also explain those differences.

Sustainable Development

Literally volumes have been written on the topic of sustainable development.
Yet the concept remains elusive. As Overton remarked, sustainable develop-
ment means different things to different interest groups. Referring to the
Pacific Islands, he identified two noteworthy perspectives that had been
previously neglected, namely, the local and social perspectives. The local per-
spective is often regarded as subordinate to the global, while the social per-
spective remains “a junior partner in the sustainable development coalition”
(Overton 1999:1). As discussed earlier, Pacific island microstates offer specific
development challenges, and although they are not poor by the usual stan-
dards of world poverty, they are nonetheless vulnerable to policies largely dic-
tated by external forces. More often than not, these policies tend to ignore
social structures and needs, even though they may support ecological or eco-
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TaBLE 2. Fish and Invertebrate Species Gathered by more than
Five Households over a One-Week Period

Frequency
English Name Scientific Name Occurrence
Burnt-end ark Anadara uropigimelana 22
Mojarras Gerres spp. 20
Strawberry conch Strombus luhuanus 19
Red-margined sea perch Lutjanus vaigiensis 17
Pacific asaphis Asaphis violascens 15
Pectinate venus Gafmn’um pectinatum 12
Blue-fin trevally Caranx melampygus 10
Bonefish Albula glossodonta 10
Orange-striped emperor Lethrinus obsoletus 9
Mullet Valamugil engeli 8
Paddle-tail Lutjanus gibbus 8
Rabbit-faced spinefoot Siganus rostratus 6

Source: Thomas 2002.

nomic sustainability. The lack of attention to the problems and issues of sus-
tainable societies is reminiscent of Chambers’s call (1983) to focus more on
a social approach that places the rural poor and their basic needs first, and
thus address broader welfare issues and community empowerment. This Jo-
cally based and mostly small-scale approach enables the kind of development
that does not jeopardize the environment and that uses and modifies ecosys-
tems, without harming them, to improve economic and social well-being. In
short, “such a strategy aims to achieve not just environmental sustainability
but also the sustainability of just and equitable societies” (Overton 1999:7).
In theory at least, societies leading a sustainable existence, without poverty or
injustice, should cause minimal environmental damage (Aiken 1994).
Fisheries in Kiribati highlight the opportunities and challenges facing this
sector of the economy. As noted earlier, marine-resources development
should provide greater economic independence without necessarily elimi-
nating the MIRAB component. The MIRAB economy may in fact become a
permanent fixture according to a U.S. General Accounting Office report, stat-
ing that most international donors are skeptical that economic self-sufficiency
is an attainable objective for the majority of island countries (Marshall Islands
Journal 2001). Nevertheless, policy makers both locally and abroad recognize
that free-spending days are over and that some efforts should be directed to-
wards economic growth based on natural-resources exploitation. Microstates
have few options as far as their agricultural sectors are concerned. The only
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primary industry that appears to provide real economic advantages remains
the fisheries sector. Encouraging economic growth and development to sup-
port rapidly growing, increasingly urbanized populations with changing needs,
wants, and aspirations without jeopardizing the ability of future generations
to meet their goals is a major challenge facing Kiribati and other nations seek-
ing to develop their fisheries.

In regards to its EEZ, to protect and preserve the marine environment,
Kiribati needs to go beyond the task of assessing the life cycles of commer-
cially significant tuna stocks and move towards a better understanding of the
ecological system where fisheries take place (Kawaley 1999). On Tarawa,
where the population density is greatest, the utilization of the reef flats and
lagoonal areas will increase, leading to greater pressure on existing stocks. It
is hoped that with the expansion of aquaculture projects on the outer islands,
such as seaweed and black-pearl farming, Kiribati will not only benefit finan-
cially but also reverse or at least slow down the in-migration to South Tarawa.

One cannot help but notice that the definition of sustainable development
by the government has changed over the years. During the Tabai years of gov-
ernment, which led Kiribati to political independence, the need for self-
reliance “to achieve environmentally sustainable development and better
quality of life in Kiribati” directed many of the policies (Morrison n.d.). By
contrast the later Tito administration made sustainable economic growth and
the development of the private sector its priority (National Development
Strategies 2000:2). Although some may argue that this is a matter of nuance
rather than substance, there is real concern that the newer policies may not
place enough emphasis on ecological and social sustainability.

Kiribati presents a paradox of an eroding customary marine tenure along
with a culture still firmly holding on to traditional values and closely tied to
subsistence activities.® Up until the 1940s the colonial administration allowed
customary marine tenure to prevail for all resources taken from lagoon and
ocean sides. The Native Lands Commission subsequently recognized only
certain rights. These rights include ownership of fish traps, seawalls, accre-
tions, reclaimed land, and fishponds (Teiwaki 1988:40). The registration of
these rights is usually made in the name of the male head of a descent group,
who has customary obligation towards other members. However, the law did
not specify this social requirement. In all other cases an open-access regime
has resulted in overexploitation under conditions of high human-population
density, including urban drift, more-efficient extractive technologies, and ex-
panding market opportunities.

Pacific communities have been impacted in different ways by colonial
regimes with their policies of open access and freedom of the seas. As shown
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by Aswani in work on customary marine tenure in New Georgia, Solomon
Islands, autochthonous as well as external factors may contribute to the flu-
idity of territorial claims to reef and lagoonal environments (1999). Ethno-
historical data demonstrate that different forms of marine tenure are the
products of specific circumstances involving population movements and shift-
ing alliances. However, no one would dispute that ever since Western incur-
sion in the Pacific local processes increasingly have become intertwined with
external politics. In this age of relentless globalization, Pacific communities
have witnessed a decline in traditional authority, and the social mechanisms
governing customary marine tenure in particular appeared to have suffered
more than institutions underpinning access to land resources (Thomas
2001b). In some cases chiefly authority, as in Fiji (Veitayaki 1995:79-80;
2000), has helped preserve control over customary ownership of rights to fish-
ing grounds, in marked contrast to the relatively egalitarian Kiribati society.
In other circumstances conflicts pitting local authority against foreign inter-
ests, as in Marovo Lagoon in the Solomons (Hviding 1996, 1997), have in fact
strengthened claims to customary marine tenure.

Despite efforts to establish wildlife sanctuaries in the Line and Phoenix Is-
lands, there are at the moment no marine protected areas and no protected
areas of any type in the Gilbert group where the vast majority of I-Kiribati
live. The islands in the Line and Phoenix groups are widely scattered and
mostly uninhabited, making it difficult to monitor activities that could have
detrimental effects on the environment, including illegal fishing or even the
disturbance created by a single careless yachtsman.

In the early 1990s, a major interdisciplinary environmental survey of
Tarawa Lagoon (Abbott and Garcia 1995) resulted in a series of reports and
a proposal to put into place a Tarawa Management Council. To date, however,
no significant progress has been made on the implementation of the full coun-
cil proposal. The Environment Act, which came into effect in 1999, gave re-
sponsibility to the Environment and Conservation Division of the Ministry of
Environment and Social Development for carrying out community awareness
and education programs “on both the manner in which the Act will apply to
new developments, and more broadly in terms of the importance of protect-
ing Kiribati’s water, land and associated eco-systems” (National Development
Strategies 2000:66). .

Although one should recognize the role of government in coordinating
management projects, it has been shown time and again that “top-down” ap-
proaches that exclude community participation will not be effective. By ac-
knowledging that the national government’s enforcement capabilities remain
inadequate, a possible solution may lie in a polycentric system to “common-
pool” resources monitoring. Local users would retain authority to create at
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least some of the regulations by virtue of their acquaintance with local knowl-
edge and the redundancy and the rapidity of a trial-by-error learning process.
Larger governmental units, on the other hand, would act to protect the rights
of all citizens and to oversee appropriate exercises of authority with smaller
units of government (Kunatuba 1994; Ostrom 1990).

There seems to be a consensus that sustainability will need to rest on a re-
modeled form of marine tenure (Johannes and Yeeting 2001; Tebano 2000),
but it is not yet clear how to operationalize this idea.!? Perhaps a combination
of approaches could provide a blueprint for action, stressing: (1) fishers need
to pursue activities generating income that could simultaneously provide a
means to ensure the long-term use of selected high-value resources (e.g.,
aquaculture projects), (2) the strengthening of cooperative ventures, and (3)
the judicious application of traditional ecological knowledge as an instrument
for resource management (Thomas 2001b). Tt is important to bear in mind
that any new proposal will meet resistance from individual fishing entrepre-
neurs and even government representatives. Having had free access to most
of the lagoon and burdened by financial commitments to repay loans to buy
the equipment needed to efficiently extract lagoon resources, some people
will see unfair constraints on their short-term financial prospects. Addition-
ally, the resurrection of customary marine tenure—even in remodeled form—
is bound to generate or reactivate disputes concerning who has what tradi-
tional rights within bounded areas.

There is room for optimism, nevertheless, notably with precedents set by
island councils (under the Local Government Act 1984) to adopt by-laws to
protect fish and invertebrates, thus leading to community efforts to prohibit
fishing practices in certain areas, at certain times, and in relation to types of
fish and gear (Miria-Tairea 1995:15; Ruddle 1994:90-94). For instance, island
councils on Tamana and Arorae have imposed restrictions on the use of gas
lanterns to catch flying fish (Onorio 1985). On North Tarawa local residents
have recently chased off outsiders gathering shellfish for commercial purposes
(Johannes and Yeeting 2001). On South Tarawa the challenge will certainly
be greater because many people who live there are not traditional landown-
ers. Government will therefore have to play a larger role in managing re-
sources near urban centers. In short, three elements will need to be addressed
if sustainability is to be achieved. First is the lack of designated rights over re-
sources use, resulting in “open access.” Second is the lack of enforcement of
rights, both of government-created rights, for example, on lands leased by
government from traditional owners, and of traditional rights, such as those
pertaining to marine resources. The third element is the adoption of tech-
nology within existing rights that allows intensive exploitation of resources,
such as outboard motors (Hunt 1996).
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Conclusions

For the Pacific Islands in general and Kiribati in specific, fisheries development
will remain central to attaining greater economic autonomy. According to Law-
son (1980), the development of inshore resources may have greater impact on
the economies of certain islands than would the development of oceanic fish-
eries: inshore resources are accessible; require relatively low levels of capital
investment, technology, and organization that can be developed by local fish-
ers; and provide employment and could form the basis to develop other re-
lated industries such as gear manufacture, boat building, and maintenance.

The microstates will in all probability continue to rely on one or more
aspects of the MIRAB economy, particularly since current agricultural pro-
duction is severely limited in most cases. With high human-population
densities and high fertility rates (Rallu and Ahlburg 1999), food imports, par-
ticularly staples, will no doubt continue to play a vital role in feeding grow-
ing populations, notably in urban centers. Mobility (migration) and associated
remittances will remain an option for those seeking a better future, although
opportunities differ among small-island nations and territories. The uncer-
tainty surrounding MIRAB economies, referred to earlier, calls for other
forms of development to complement existing arrangements. Kiribati’s focus
on fisheries can be regarded as well-founded, but development along this line
will also need to address broader environmental and social impacts with a
long-term perspective (SPREP 1998:20).

To maximize returns, Kiribati still relies on revenue generated by distant-
water fishing nations utilizing the country’s EEZ but realizes that it exercises
little control over resources. For that reason the nation has committed itself
to developing its own fishing industry and to encouraging smallholder proj-
ects that focus on aquaculture. Conflicts may arise, however, as the exploita-
tion of inshore resources for export may put pressure on artisanal fishers who
have already seen declines of existing stocks caused by overfishing. Solutions
will not be easy to achieve, but by highlighting the complex web of environ-
mental and social concerns—including improvements in transport, storage
facilities, management of resources, family planning, and global warming, to
name a few—it is hoped that further development of the fisheries sector will
be based on increasingly informed choices.

NOTES

This article is the outgrowth of several months of research in Kiribati, with an emphasis
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Sigma Xi (Grant-in-Aid of Research no. 2719) and Conchologists of America, Inc. (1993);



Fisheries in Kiribati: Sustainability Issues 25

Sigma Xi (no. 8326), Conchologists of America, Inc., and the Hawaiian Malacological So-
ciety (1994); the University of Hawai‘i Arts and Sciences Advisory Council (1998); and the
University Research Committee, University of the South Pacific (2000). Special thanks to
all the I-Kiribati who cooperated and greatly facilitated this research. I am grateful for com-
ments provided by two anonymous reviewers.

1. Despite limited land and poor soils, agriculture has a significant role to play by the
achievement of increased copra production. In 1998, 7,577 metric tons (tonnes) were ex-
ported, worth A$4.5 million, compared to fish exports valued at A$1 million. Food, how-
ever, remains the most prominent imported item (A$17 million) (Ministry of Finance 1998).
Kiribati’s restricted environment leaves few possible avenues for development of com-
mercial agriculture. The agricultural sector, however, could place more emphasis on local
food production to reduce imports as well as search for specialist foods or products that
might contribute as minor exports.

2. Although there are still gaps in our knowledge of species diversity in Kiribati, the total
number of marine mollusks may be comparable to the approximately one thousand species
recorded in the neighboring Marshall Islands (Kay and Johnson 1987).

3. South Tarawa currently faces some of the worst modern challenges associated with
human-population growth, urbanization, imported-food dependency, pollution, limited nat-
ural resources (at least terrestrial resources), geographical isolation, and the impact of global
warming. Overcrowding has periodically led to serious health problems, particularly those
related to contamination of freshwater supplies. Moreover, shortage of land in the urban
centers has discouraged local food production, resulting in poor diets due to a switch from
generally more nutritious local foods to nutritionally inferior imports high in fat, sodium,
and sugar (Connell and Lea 1998; Kienene 1993; Lewis 1988).

4. The main species taken are the pelagic, migratory skipjack and yellowfin tuna. Up to 40
percent of the world’s annual tuna harvest originates in the Central and Western Pacific re-
gions (Kawaley 1999:350).

5. Kiribati has been shortchanged environmentally as well, with local supplies of tuna
threatened by licensed purse seiners that have been able to fish in the EEZ to within twelve
miles of islands (Hunt 1996).

6. Although the growing of certain green vegetables may be hampered by the limited agri-
cultural potential of the atolls, and the cost of imported vegetables is beyond the reach of
most people, marine plants are still generally avoided. This attitude is consistent with the
widespread perception among I-Kiribati that green leaves, papaya, and other introduced
foods rich in vitamin A should be reserved as pig and famine food (Schoeffel 1992:233-234).

7. Recent work focused on comparing the degree of agricultural and fisheries production,
excluding copra production. Despite efforts by government and nongovernment orga-
nizations, only about forty smallholder farmers on Tarawa participate in growing traditional
and exotic crops both for domestic consumption and for sale to local markets.

8. Fishing can be highly lucrative for families with sufficient capital and labor. Households
equipped with boats, several nets and fishing lines, and insulated cooler boxes can fetch any-
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where between A$200 and A$700 a week, which is considerably more than what farmers can
earn selling their produce (estimated at between A$30 and A$100 a week) (Thomas 2002).

9. Despite an eroding customary marine tenure, Taniera concluded that fishing secrecy
offers a means to manage resources (1994).

10. Crocombe provides a comprehensive review of the issues and problems of tenure sys-
tems in the Pacific (1999). For a specific discussion and case studies of marine tenure as
well as other management options, see McCay (2001), Munro and Fakahau (1993), and
Panayotou (1982).
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ACCOUNTS OF FIGHTING AND CANNIBALISM
IN EASTERN NEW GUINEA DURING THE MISSIONARY
CONTACT PERIOD, 1877-1888, AS TOLD TO CHARLES ABEL

Introduced and Edited by
David Wetherell
Deakin University

Field notes by missionary Charles W. Abel of the London Missionary Society, con-
tained in two little-known handwritten documents, describe traditional warfare cus-
toms, including treatment of captives and cannibalism among the peoples of the
Milne Bay/China Strait region of southeastern New Guinea, as told to him by Paulo
Dilomi and other informants. The editor transcribes these notes here and theorizes
that Abel’s knowledge of these activities provides context for the missionary’s deroga-
tory attitude toward the “savage” Papuan, in contrast to the perspectives of later
observers including other missionaries and anthropologist Bronislaw Malinowski.

THE KWATO MISSION OF PAPuA was founded by Charles W. Abel and Fred-
erick Walker near Milne Bay in 1891. Its assimilationist methods—of bring-
ing up Papuan children in an English Protestant “hothouse” isolated from
their surrounding culture—provoked controversy, both within the parent
London Missionary Society (LMS) and beyond it. The anthropologist Bro-
nislaw Malinowski, in his Argonauts of the Western Pacific (1922), was among
the first to admonish Abel publicly for his blunt disdain for the customs of the
Milne Bay peoples. Through fieldwork Malinowski started the practice of see-
ing Melanesian culture from the “inside out” as far as possible, rather than
from the “outside in” as had an earlier generation of ethnologists and those
influenced by them, including Abel. The resultant contrast between the writ-
ings of two generations of observers was plain for all to see.
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But the clash bears witness not only to the apparent incompatibility between
British Evangelical reformism and the preservationist tone of twentieth-century
functionalist anthropology, but also to the passage of time. When Abel arrived
in Papua in 1890, only two years had elapsed since the imposition of British rule.
Villages were still stockaded and war canoes still lay on the beaches of the bay.
Only a short time before, an LMS Loyalty Islands teacher had taken part in
an armed raid near Kwato in retaliation for an act of cannibalism.

Twenty-four years separate Abels arrival from the beginning of Mali-
nowski’s residence in the islands near Milne Bay. And Malinowski’s fieldwork
was conducted in conditions of government- and mission-imposed security,
with warfare and cannibalism receding into memory. It may be argued that
Abel’s policies of “saving” Papuans from their own cultural practices were ini-
tially shaped not only by his Evangelical background but also by firsthand ev-
idence of traditional warfare and the treatment of captives, observations
recorded in the documents transcribed below.

Background

The first permanent foreign residents in what came to be officially known as
Papua New Guinea were Pacific Islander teachers of the London Missionary
Society. Partly because of the difficulty of working in the Loyalty Islands,
which had become a French sphere of influence, and partly because the com-
mand to preach the gospel knew no boundaries, the society sent a party of
Loyalty Islands teachers to the Torres Strait and New Guinea in 1871. Six
years later, a party of Loyalty Islanders and Rarotongans settled in the area of
Suau and China Strait, near Milne Bay at the eastern extremity of mainland
New Guinea.

From the beginning of culture contact in the vicinity of the China Strait,
the LMS Loyalty Islands teachers were on good terms with Dilomi, the lead-
ing headman on Logea (Heath) Island. In 1878 Dilomi took the pioneer Loy-
alty Islander teacher, Mataika, to a nearby island, of which he was said to be
the principal owner. Despite its malodorous swamp Mataika decided that the
island—called Dinner Island by Captain John Moresby in 1873, but later by
its original name of Samarai—should become LMS headquarters in the area.
Arriving to confirm the purchase on 25 August 1878, accompanied by a new
party of six Loyalty Islands teachers, the pioneer LMS missionary Samuel Mc-
Farlane recorded that he acquired Samarai for goods valued at 3s. 6d. But for
Dilomi the island’s value was much enhanced by the security that his alliance
with the new missionaries offered.

Dilomi became an LMS ally and convert and was known as Paulo. After
the establishment of formal British rule in 1888, Paulo Dilomi was appointed
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a “native magistrate” during a short-lived experiment in native justice by the
colony’s first lieutenant-governor, Sir William MacGregor. Paulo continued to
be occasionally called a native magistrate in LMS publications years after the
experiment was given up. He died in 1916.

Document I comes from a three-page, undated manuscript taken down
during an interview with Paulo Dilomi. Document II is part of a longer in-
terview taken down in 1894; Dilomi is not mentioned by name in this docu-
ment, though it may be assumed that he was among the informants.

The documents based on Paulo Dilomi’s information were recorded by the
resident LMS missionary at Kwato, Charles W. Abel. His handwritten obser-
vations, with the publications that followed, were in sympathy with the dom-
inant theme of late-nineteenth-century anthropology: that primitive societies
gave way to sophisticated and complex ones. Such a view was to be expected
of those such as Abel—born in London in 1862—who wrote within the pre-
vailing ethnological framework influenced by Herbert Spencer, E. B. Tylor,
Lewis Henry Morgan, and James Frazer.

But Abel differed from these exponents of the emerging discipline of an-
thropology in that he was in close and continual contact with the people he
studied. His observations were written up in a mission house rather than a
university office or field-worker’s tent. His methodology was midway between
that of the chair-bound ethnologists in Europe and the twentieth-century field
anthropologists who sought to immerse themselves in the cultures of the so-
cieties they studied.

Abel’s field notes were composed in an empirical style not marred by value
judgments. His published writings, however, beginning with Savage Life in
New Guinea (1902), were permeated by the idea of Christian conversion as
a resolute blotting out of indigenous customs: converts must assimilate the
cultural traits of middle-class British society. This attitude contrasted sharply
with the greater openness of his Anglican and Methodist neighbors towards
Melanesian culture. Abel’s Anglican neighbor, Bishop Montagu Stone-Wigg,
said the Papuan had “much to teach the Church.” The Papuan’s contribution
to the church of the future lay, among other things, in his intense awareness
of the invisible world and in his “open-handed, open hearted” communal
generosity.!

By contrast, Abel’s publications reveal a mind repelled by what he saw in
the culture of the Massim people of eastern New Guinea. Malinowski possi-
bly read Savage Life while staying with Abel at Kwato in 1914. Judging from
the exclamation mark that followed his quotations from Abel in Argonauts of
the Western Pacific, Malinowski seems to have regarded Abel’s book with a
mixture of incredulity and amusement. He compared Abel to the “legendary
authority” who, when asked, what are the manners and customs of the natives,
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answered, “customs none, manners beastly.” As for Abel’s account of Milne
Bay culture Malinowski wrote, “a grosser misstatement of the real state of
things could not be invented by anyone wishing to parody the Missionary
point of view.”?

Neither in his books nor his diary, however, did Malinowski refer to Abel’s
field notes on warfare, which are presented below. It may be that the an-
thropologist was unaware of the existence of this information collected twenty
years earlier on traditional customs—many of which had died out with the
coming of British rule and against which his missionary host was reacting. The
lack of empathy with Massim culture that Malinowski criticized may well have
begun with Abel’s revulsion at the material he had gathered on warfare.
Bishop Stone-Wigg, who arrived ten years after the establishment of govern-
ment authority on Samarai and eight years after Abel, had little knowledge of
the earlier treatment of enemies following tribal fighting.

Not only did Abel apparently fail to discuss his findings of 1894 with Ma-
linowski, but in Savage Life—intended as a gift book for British children—he
sanitized his notes and a veil was drawn over the more harrowing details: there
were practices “connected with the Papuan’s treatment of his enemies which
I could not relate” to young English readers into whose hands the book might
fall. These practices probably referred to the torture of captives. Abel wrote
that in the attitude towards prisoners, “the Papuan” fell to “a very low posi-
tion in the scale of savage peoples.” Indeed, there were times when “unbri-
dled passion seizes and masters him, the man becomes a fiend, and there are
then no limits to his barbarity.”® The accounts below, especially Document 1II,
may suggest why Abel used a red pencil on the material before publishing his
book and why later generations of readers may consider his attitude censori-
ous compared to those of missionaries who arrived later.

Document I concerns warfare that had begun at Samarai Island some time
after the establishment of the LMS mission station there in 1878. In the feud,
Paulo Dilomi’s Logea people were allies of the other Daui-speaking peoples of
Suau and the islands of the China Strait, as well as at Wagawaga village on Milne
Bay. They were enemies of the Tavara-speaking people, who lived along the
forty-kilometer-long northern shore of Milne Bay. After the hostilities ended,
Great Britain’s acting spécial commissionter, John Douglas, sought an ex-
change with James Chalmers of the LMS “by which we [the government] can
be supreme at Samarai and you [the mission] at Quato.” Accordingly, Sama-
rai was “given” to British officials in return for nearby Kwato Island in 1886.

Document II, drawn from a wide-ranging interview that also covered top-
ics such as agriculture, sexuality and marriage, childbirth and death, is a more
general account of fighting customs, taken down by Abel in 1894, when he
was thirty—two years of age.
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The accounts were among the original papers kept for many years at Kwato
before being taken to a family-owned factory in Port Moresby. With permis-
sion of Sir Cecil Abel, elder son of Charles Abel, I moved the collection in
1971 from the factory to the University of Papua New Guinea. Fortunately,
I made photocopies of the two interviews; one of the manuscripts was ap-
parently mislaid in the years between then and the arranging of the collection
into what is known as the Abel Papers. The archive is now lodged in the New
Guinea Collection within the Michael Somare Library at the university.

Document I

Paolo Dilomi’s last fight with his old enemy at Wadunou was after the L.M.S.
had begun work at Samarai. The [LMS] teacher was a Lifu man named
Diki. . . .# The mission station at Samarai was to be cleared, and a large num-
ber of natives came from all parts to fell the heavy timber where to-day stands
the township of Samarai, with its Government offices, three hotels, four stores
and private residences. Wadunou [Barabara], from the other side of Tavara
[Milne Bay], sent a contingent of workmen, and as is common with these
people when the clans overlap a little chaff indulged in while the work pro-
ceeded soon developed into a serious squabble, and Diki had to intervene.
He decided to send . . . the Wadunou people back to Tavara, and supposed
that with their removal the trouble had ended. But Wadunou carried their
spleen away with them and on their way through the China Straits they sur-
prised the small [Daui] village of Goilavaio, captured two women, carried
them home, and killed and ate them.®

Dilomi at this time was only partly under Christian influence. This outrage
rekindled all the old heathen fires in his soul. He appealed to Diki. Such an
offence could not be passed over. There was no Government at this time.
There was no [white] Missionary expected that way for many months. Who
could be surprised at what happened? The big fighting canoes were got ready
and set off, and Diki joined the expedition. Not only did the Teacher go with
Dilomi, he went armed, he took his gun. The gun in a Teacher’s hand was
never for such use, it was to supply him with food. Diki took his old-fashioned
muzzle-loader, but he took no powder and shot. It was a stupid thing to do
from every standpoint. Diki saw this when it was too late. At least he expected
that his presence, armed, would tell tremendously in favour of the attacking
party. But it had quite the opposite effect. Diki dared not compromise his po-
sition by going into the thick of the fight, and as soon as Wadunou discov-
ered that Logea’s chief warrior was a dummy, a man of peace with a barrel of
harmless iron under his arm[,] they rallied from their first scare, and swoop-
ing down on the disconcerted invaders drove them into the sea. Dilomi was
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dragged on board the canoes with five spears hanging to his body. Five hits and
not one of them pierced a vital place. He was without skilled treatment and
for weeks he lay between life and death, and through all those long weeks Diki
had to reflect upon the probability of his having to pay with his life if Dilomi
succumbed. [However] Dilomi slowly recovered. . . .

Dilomi’s last fight was therefore a serious defeat. . . . It is worth our while
noticing the fact that those two Goilavaio women remain to this day a debt
unpaid in blood.

Document 11

War is nearly always waged against another tribe to take revenge for the mur-
der of one of the aggressive tribe. The case given in illustration of their cus-
toms was probably the commonest know[n] to them in years gone by. It was
that of a Logea canoe visiting Milne Bay & the natives of Barabara—with
whom the last war was waged 9 years ago.[i.c. 1885, the year before a station
of the British Protectorate was created at Samarai] killing one of the party to
pay off an old score. For generations a murder will be reported from father
to child so that revenge may not take place for very many years. The canoe
returns to Logea minus one man, Very slow paddling & the absence of all dec-
oration on their bodies & canoes are signs that something is wrong. If the
murdered man has a relation on board he lies on the outrigger in his grief &
the people know there has been foul play. They do not land but stop paddling
near the shore. People approach & ask Edoha? & the men reply TAU WA.
The news quickly spreads throughout the island & messengers are sent in all
directions to friendly tribes, connected by marriage such as Suau etc., & the
people all assemble at the village of the relatives of the murdered man. They
bring food—pigs, dogs & vegetables. Whilst these are assembling each new
lot of arrivals gather together & wail. The men at each village on Logea mean-
while [are] talking war. One will rise & say he was a friend of the man killed,
& that he will revenge the murdered [sic]. Another will say he visited the vil-
lage of the enemy some time ago & knows the run of things & will lead the
expedition. Let us be strong, let us be strong & so on. As soon as the report
comes that the man has been killed his nearest relations—his brother or sis-
ters child for instance will create a frame table (hatahata) with a small ladder
leading from the ground to the top & foodis placed there which is called
GIMWAUKANA [ibou ana)]. Small quantities of uncooked food are placed
here for the spirit of the departed man to help him over the difficulties of
the journey to the world to come. . ..

When all the people are assembled the food they bring pigs[,] dogs, aiai
ete is collected & prepared for the feast called the HIWOGA. This feast pre-
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cedes the fighting expedition. There is no excitement such as dancing. People
are still mourning the murdered man. But a good deal of speechifying is car-
ried on amongst the men; one man rising at a time & in a very much louder
voice than is necessary to reach the ears of his listeners he painas or make([s]
a public statement. Such statements are generally of an inflammatory char-
acter, & are doubtless made with the object of working the people up to a state
of excitement over the war. When the HIWOGA is finished preparations are
made for the expedition. The war canoes called TAWELO are pushed out
from the beach a short distance, & arranged side by side. . . . The chief of
the feast—always the nearest relation of the murdered man—then distributes
the food for the expedition. This he does by calling out the name of some
strong man from each of the war canoes. The food is placed on board. Spears,
elepas ilamas [sic] are then stored away together with skulls & bones of pre-
vious war captives, & personal & canoe ornamentation. The men then take
their places as many as 25 sometimes occupying one canoe. The canoes are
still all arranged side by side close together, the men are sitting on them ready
t{o] draw their paddles thro the water. A man first rises in each canoe & with
a small branch of Babaga red croton he runs from the stern to the prow of the
canoe & back again shaking this croton as he proceeds. He then throws it
ashore. In this way all spirits are driven back. The presence of spirits in the
canoes not only adds weight to the cause but seriously affects the men, mak-
ing their limbs heavy & rendering them unable to fight well. The same men
rise again—one in each canoe—é& with another branch of Babaga go thro’ a
very similar performance this time with the object of making the canoes go
fast through the water. When this performance is finished one man only rises
& in a loud voice addressed EABOIHINE the man in the moon. . . . At the
termination of this invocation the men who are sitting in the canoes blow their
conch shells & beat their drums with a rapid stroke of the hand. . ..

There is another outburst of drum beating & conch shell blowing when
this is finished & then the man turns round to the women & girls on the beach
& calls to them[:] “daququ au alaiei” “Did you hear the noise?” If their reply
is to the effect that the performance was not as loud as it should have been
the men take this as a bad omen & after proceeding for a few miles upon their
expedition, they camp somewhere for the night & return the following day
& give up the war for the time being. If on the other hand the question is
spontaneously answered from the beach that the air was rent by the drums
& conch shells off starts the expedition in great spirits confident that Eaboi-
hine will answer them, & that they will prove victorious.

Their methods of attack v[a]ry somewhat according to the nature of the
village they are to wage war against. If the village is well known to them & has
often been visited by members of the expedition on previous occasions & is
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only of such as size as to render defeat practically out of the question, they
will approach it in full day light bringing their canoes up into line only a few
hundred yards from the beach. Here they stop & in sight of their enemies will
again engage in an invocation. This time it is to no person or spirit as in the
case of Eaboihine. It is an invocation for strength. As will be seen from the
interpretation they ask for the speed & strength of the Getural,] a large fish
whose activity in the water when chasing other fish is what they wish when
in pursuit of their enemies. This invocation is also spoken in a high voice by
one man . . . sitting & drumming at its conclusion. If the village is only im-
perfectly known to them or if the enemy is renowned for fighting & to be
feared they will approach the coast under cover of night making certain to
land some distance from the seat of war along the beach. The main party land
& two men who are daring volunteer to go forward as spies. They proceed
cautiously for some distance & if they see nothing one remains there & the
other returns & brings forward the expedition. The same two proceed again
& againl,] the fighting men moving from point to point as conducted on the
way. If the spies see a man approaching they return to the fighting party &
these in ambush wait for the enemy & do away with him. They proceed as be-
fore until the village is reached & after careful observations have been made
by the spies & the probable number of people ascertained, the invaders sur-
round it & wait for the day to break. At the first sign of dawn the onslaught is
made, the canoes at the same time moving slowly along the coast to the scene
of the conflict. The enemy is surprised & often flee in disorder],] some to be
wounded],] others killed & others again captured. If the enemy is chased into
the bush & the body is too heavy to drag to the beach the head is severed &
taken by the capturer. Bodies of those killed near the beach are taken to the
canoes, & those captured alive are also made prisoners. The whole idea of war
is revenge, the life of one man or woman being generally considered the
equivalent to the life previously taken. When this is accomplished the chief
idea of the invaders is to escape with their prize before they themselves are
implicated in a more serious & uncertain affray with other villages who may
have heard the report of war & come in to help their friends. At the same time
without exposing themselves to unnecessary risks they will kill & capture as
many of the enemy as possible. There is no mercy shown to women & chil-
dren during the engagement. If a chief has been originally killed two or three
lives must be taken as his equivalent. This also explains the action of the in-
vaders after the skirmish is to their minds satisfactorily terminated. Having
put their captives on board their canoes they withdraw again to sea & there
within ear shot of the beach which is strewn with people crying & wailing for
their friends they sing in unison:

DIDIARA BOTANINA SE DOUDOU LELE SE LELEI O drums & . . .
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When this song is concluded the men who before & during the engage-
ment wear no ornamentation, nor have any ornamentation about their canoes,
take their prisoners from the canoes & decorate their heads & bodies, paint-
ing their faces etc & hanging their canoes with ornamentation. All this is done
in sight of the people on the beach. The captives who have been taken alive
are now tied some at the ankles, above the knees & with their hands behind
them & some if they show any inclination to be obstreperous have a spear
stuck through the palms of their hands & thro’ the holes thus formed they
tie their hands together with string. Then as fast as they can paddle they re-
turn to Logea. Food is offered to, tho not often accepted by, the prisoners,
& a good deal of TARAVAST or chaff is indulged in at their expense. The pris-
oner is frequently reminded of the fearful torments which await him & of the
fact that when these are over he will be eaten. Some receive the banter in
much fear, while others with great composure merely reply BESI ELKAU
EA MATE O “That’ll do. I'm dead”. Yesterday you were saying how strong
you were, how do you feel now? & so on. Great haste is made in the return
in order to get the dead bodies home before they are decomposed although
they are often eaten in a state of putrefaction. Will not eat fish or pig thus
because only cannibals for revenge. As a rule the returning expedition land
adjacent to the village of the man originally murdered & camp for the night.
One man goes on to the village & brings the news of the return & victory &
preparation is made for their welcome next day. During the time that the ex-
pedition has been away the people—near relatives of the murdered man—
leave the coconuts on the trees & eat very little food as part of the mourn-
ing. This man receives from the relatives presents of arm shells[,] neck
ornaments|,] etc with which he returns to the camp & which he then distrib-
utes to the men who have been successful in capturing an enemy. Early the
next morning the war canoes approach the village blowing the conch shell in
such a way—one long & one short blow—as to denote that there are captives.
The women & men too young or too old or too sick to go to fight crowd on
the beach & the canoes return to within a few yards of the sand. Here again
with the canoes all arranged in line the men chant again in unison. KAMUTE
KAMUTE IA SAUA BE GUALA EA SOKI (drums) EA GURI KAWA
MWAMWADU EA BEST EWAEWARI (drums)l.]

This chant concluded, the dead bodies & captives are thrown into the shal-
low water, & men rush in from the beach & sticking their spears into the Bod-
ies of dead & living alike they carry them ashore. The chief of the feast ie, the
nearest relative of the murdered man over whom the fighting has been about,
has always the disposal of these trophies. The dead bodies are presented to
him by the men who succeeded in capturing them. These are all treated alike
& are the same day cut to pieces in a most unceremonious way—unlike the
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pig—& portions distributed among the villages. The disorder which prevails
in the distribution of human flesh is peculiar to this one food alone & is part
of the indignity to which the enemy is put. If one or more dead bodies are
brought back to the village fr: the war, & only one man was originally mur-
dered this is considered sufficient payment. If no dead are returned, but more
than one living captive, it is optional with the chief of the feast as to whether
more than one is killed & eaten to pay for the original outrage. He will only
allow one prisoner to be carried ashore on the spear point & if there are
women & children besides the man who is to pay with his life, these are some-
times spared. They become part of the chief’s family. A small boy or girl will
after be called NATUGU by him. If a woman of his own age is captured she
will be his ROUNA. Prisoners thus kept are invariably well treated; really be-
come members of the injured man’s family & become his heirs. As a rule, the
object of a fighting expedition being to get one man for one man, they return
to their village with only one prisoner.

If dead he is ultimately singed as a pig & eaten. If living he is conveyed
from the canoe to the beach on the points of spears. In taking him ashore they
do not touch him with their hands. He is then made to sit under the out-
spreading branch of a tree & the mother, sisters & women relations of the
murdered man approach him wearing their mourning ornaments. These con-
sist of necklaces, armlets of plaited cane etc. These they take from their bod-
ies & put them on the arms & round the neck of the prisoner. Each of these
women taking a small sisima or sharp pointed native fork they torture him.
The mother of the murdered man first comes forward & says pointing to one
of his eyes ‘With that eye did you see my son killed over in your village’ & then
she stabs the eye with the fork. The sister next comes to the other side & while
the writhing man is held still by the arms by men she address[es] his other
eyel[,] asks if with that eye he saw her brother tortured & eaten & she stabs
the other eye. Between them they torture the man, as, to escape a stab from
one side he turns his sightless eyes toward the opposite direction. If blood
Hows it is eaten in her presence. This done, he is hoisted up about six feet
from the ground, dry coconut leaves having been tied around his ankles,
knees[,] abdomen & shoulders. When he is suspended in this way, a light is
put to his feet & he is scorched alive in this way to tighten the skin & render
[the] body easy to cut up. The native string by which he is suspended to the
tree is often burnt thro & the man falls smouldering to the ground. He is
pounced upon at once & dead or alive is cut to pieces in the most uncere-
monious fashion. There is really an indecent scramble for his flesh. A pig or
dugong is carefully cut up into joints & pieces & distributed amongst the
people by its owner calling out (ana sarai o). All this ceremony is purposely
dispensed with in the case of a human body, any man rushing up, seizing an
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arm, claiming it as his & hacking it off with any implement at hand. In the
evening the flesh is cooked, dancing commences & continues all night with
its attendant immorality. All those men who have captured enemies or taken
part in their capture[,] having presented them to the chief of the feast, retire
to their village, & shut themselves up in their respective houses for the space
of some five or six days. They, or the near relations of the murdered man([,]
do not partake of the human flesh . . . the Relations because they would be eat-
ing the payment for their brother & son etc, the capturers because if they par-
took of blood they were instrumental in spilling they would be attacked by a
complaint called OSINANA—blood—palpitation of blood in vessels all over
body—relieved by cutting with Nabua causes death—this would render their
bodies heavy & make their limbs ache. They remain in their houses for several
days until as they say the smell of the blood of the victims is exhausted. They
eat very little food no flesh or fish[,] confining themselves to small quantities
of baked VOD, APOE, RABIA, which their mothers prepare for them. If
boiled gigiri is scraped & freely boiled with other foods. At the termination
of this time the capturers|’] friends prepare a feast called SISIMWAGODU.
The confined m[a]n then for the first time cleans his body, puts on a new sihi,
ornaments himself with treasures brought to him by his relations & then
leaves his house & presents this SISIMWAGODU to the man to whom he has
presented the human victim. (Does not touch food with his hands but with
fork which he sticks on top of food before presenting it. This the recipient
breaks, & throws away before distributing food.) This is for blood payment.
Of this feast he himself does not partake. He takes no part in the dance that
night only viewing operations from a distance. The following day, the man who
has recd: the body from him prepares a return feast called KEPOKEPO. At this
feast he partakes as freely as he pleases & his term of abstinence terminates.
When war is proclaimed],] ie as soon as tidings come to a village that one
of their number has been killed by another tribe, or as soon as war is pro-
claimed by a fighting chief to wipe off some long standing score, all the TAU
IALA TATAODI or fighting men commence a course of rigid abstinence
which does not terminate until the fight is over, it may be, some weeks later.
This abstinence applies to food[,] no fish, or flesh being eaten & only very
small quantities of taro, yam, etc. Sea water (ARITA) is freely partaken of as
a purgative. This is to cleanse the body thoroughly of all food remaining in it
& ginger is eaten with all food, it being put in the gureva & cooked with their
vegetables. It is also eaten by itself to make their blood strong. During this
time Betel nut is partaken of in large quantities. To lighten the body & ren-
der the men active in pursuit or in flight (GABUSIHESIHEHE) is collected
& burnt the men sitting over the smoke to allow it to pass out the rectum &
holding their limbs over it. There is no feastivity [sic] as dancing during this
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time, all excitement being found in speechifying. This abstinence also applies
to women. Men do not sleep with their wives & single men have nothing to
do with women. The reason for this is that just as a man cohabiting with a
woman will certainly find a way to her vagina, so should he indulge his pas-
sions, will the spear directed at him by the enemy go straight to the mark
aimed at prove fatal. If any man does not observe this precaution he will not
enter into the fight, he will stay & look after one of the canoes which the oth-
ers regard as a sign that he has broken the custom.

The gurevas—cooking pots—which are used for the cooking of human
flesh are destroyed as soon as the feast is over. No ordinary vessels such as
plates etc used. Food served in leaves eaten with fingers. This, because a few
men & many women & children do not partake of human flesh, & again be-
cause if one of the capt{or]s happened at some future time to visit one of the
villages where parts of the body had been eaten he might by mistake partake
of food cooked in the same pot as his victim & the disease OSINANA would
result. For the same reason old cooking places are not used for the prepara-
tion of human flesh. [Done][o]utside village. Flesh resembles Dugong.

Small villages are usually fortified (TONA). A high fence (9') being built
along the sea front & at right angles inland at the extremities. There is a small
door or outlet to each of these sites. Traps are laid for the approaching enemy.
A large hole will be excavated in the beach, & spears stuck firmly into the
ground at the bottom. This is covered with light timber & leaves & then sand.
An enemy will often retreat when they discover some members of their party
are caught in this way. This is called PURUBEKUBEKU.—High, prominent
conveniently situated trees are also selected not only in the village but along
the adjacent beach, & houses with platforms [are] erected on the topmost
branches. From this point of vantage large stores & spears are hurled down
upon the enemy. These are called STWA SIWA. Spears are also thrust under
cover, along the pathways leading from the village so that in case of retreat
the pursuing enemy often run headlong upon their own destruction. (SIO)

KABA KENO EABUBU are houses situated in the bush whence women
& children retreat in the event of an invading enemy. Literally, ‘the place to
flee to for sleep’. Formerly one man was regarded as the leader in war. LOLO-
MANIENA who died about eight years ago was the most renowned of recent
times. His successor found little scope for his exertions[,] the Mission having
made peace to a large extent & the Govt. afterwards enforcing it by law be-
tween Logea & their enemies. These war chiefs were not hereditary. They
were chosen by virtue of their exceptional daring & savage habits. LOLO-
MANIENA could proclaim peace or war as he wished[,] the people strictly
obeying him in this respect. Otherwise than in warfare he was not a chief.
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The implements used in warfare are:
The spear WAMARI shield IEST
Club XELEPA stones WEKU
Sling ROPE] tomahawk BAIWATENA
The sling is used when the enemy are at a distance, & other implements are
for closer quarters.

Intertribal war is called HOMARI. The engagements—the result of quar-
rels & family disputes—last only a short time & if any are killed, they are not
made captive or eaten. If in one of these quarrels one man wounds another
he afterwards sends him a present or payment for the damage done & when
the present has been received he visits him in a friendly way & see his wounds.

The whole life of the natives was preparation for & anticipation of war.
Children from a very early age were instructed in the art of spear throwing
& taken out almost daily for exercise in the bush, any remaining in the villages
being taunted & sneered at for their weakness & any showing expertness
being encouraged & flattered. Even war with sham spears [was] made . . .
[boys] would attack adjacent villages, or would combine with other small vil-
lages to attack a stronger one & all the exercises of real war would be faith-
fully practised. If prisoners were taken they had to be brought back by their
friends, with small presents before they were released.

In many of the most important villages large houses were to be found
called BOSIM. Here spears, clubs & shields were stored in times of peace.
This room was not however an armoury so much as a men’s club where it was
convenient to store weapons of war. Fishing nets were also kept here. Only
men were allowed inside & here all the young men of the village slept at night
& had their food by day. Women were precluded partly because the men were
in the habit of eating their food from the floor & they would not do this if
women had been sitting about with their dirty grass petticoats. Another &
principal reason for the utter exclusion of women was the fact that the men
here engaged in a great deal of filthy talk about women, which they were
ashamed to speak openly before the other sex. If a woman approached the
door to bring food to the men while filthy conversation was being indulged in
upon her approach being made known they would change the topic until she
had gone & then proceed with their indecent jests.

The way these BOSIM came into existence was stated to be for the pur-
pose of providing a place where young men & boys could speak filth without
doing so in the presence of women. If the older men found their children run-
ning in their houses, & lewd conversation passing between the sexes they
would advise the erection of a BOSIM where the young men could indulge
in indecent conversation only amongst themselves.
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Note (1). If war is to be waged against the tribe into which some members
of the invading tribe have previously married they will sometimes return to
their original homes when the news of the war reaches them, or when they
see a crime has been committed by their people against their true village
which will lead to war. If they have lived for many years away from their own
tribe, & war is declared ag: them they will sometimes remain where they arel,]
regarding themselves as belonging to the people who have adopted them.

Note (2) Causes of war

(a) Adultery. The husband finds a visitor with his wife, kills him & eats
him. Payment is wanted by the murdered man’s tribe for the death.

(b) A native of say Wagawaga [in Milne Bay] buys a pig or an ornament
from a Loogea man & never pays & refuses to pay. He will tempt him
out of his village & kill him. War issues for payment of the life taken.

(¢) If a handsome young man visits a village & the women are overheard
to say they wish he was their husband & the girls show him attention,
the village men kill him out of jealousy. War issues for payment.

(d) If a man has a serious quarrel with his wife he takes a canoe alone &
goes to a part of the country where unprotected he is sure to be caught
& eaten. War results.

(e) If after several attempts to secure a prisoner in revenge for some man
murdered there is no success or false peace & RUNT is made with a
view to entice the enemy into their country. If they accept|,] the op-
portunity is taken to capture the culprit & another member of his tribe.
War starts afresh.

(f) During a feast two young men of different tribes [begin] to boast of
their strength & of their daring, hot words follow with abuse: they fight
& one is killed & eaten. War between contestants tribes results.

(g) If two young men of diff. Tribes speaking of some young woman insult
each other as to their chance of making love with her they fight. Killed,
eaten, war.

(h) Of some men are travelling out of their own territory & meet a man
to sit & talk with him & covet some ornament that he has in his tobe
or on his body they kill him. After war for payment.

(i) [Entry missing.]

(j) Of two young men court the same young woman & one finds she pays
her attention to the other he kills him.

(k) A man of another tribe killed only to start a war for its own sake against
his tribe.

(1) By a more than usually savage man [such] as Paulo [Dilomi] making
mischief for the sake of excitement.
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(m)If a long season of drought, rain, hot sun [then] some sorcerer of an-
other tribe will be mentioned as the cause[;] they wait & kill him. If
cannot get him otherwise they invite him to come to their village to
practice sorcery on a sick man & then kill him.

(n) Any quarrel which ends in homicide.

(o) Ifavillage attacked by epidemic some village named from whence the
epidemic sprang & the natives go & fight for payment of damage they
have caused.

(p) Tamamiu se mate o [“Your fathers are dead”: an insult].

When peace is proclaimed between two hostile tribes it is sometimes done
thro the intervention of a third mutually friendly tribe. The tribe bearing the
peace wanted by their enemy is prepared for war in case of necessity starts
off. In sight of hostile village they call out to know if peace is meant. They gen-
erally hear through visitors whether true peace meant. If you want peace we
agree. If you want fight we are prepared. If peace is called peace negotiations
begin & in the end the visitors land & are feasted. The visited tribe break their
spears as a sign of peace & then the visitors break theirs. Then on either side
men use up in turn [sic] & one will say where are the friends of the man I
killed in such an engagement. Another tribe friendly to the two hostile tribes
have as a rule brought tidings of the names of the men & women taken &
killed. If names unknown explanations & discoveries made. The friends are
pointed out & the man makes payment, smaller considerably th[a]n what he
recd. [o]riginally for the body fr the chief of the feast. And so on fr both sides
payment alike being made for dead & wounded who die fr effects after re-
turning home. '

NOTES

1. For a study of Anglican attitudes in New Guinea, with references to Methodist atti-
tudes, see David Wetherell, Reluctant Mission: The Anglican Church in Papua New Guinea
1891-1942 (Brisbane: University of Queensland Press, 1977), 122-155.

2. B. Malinowski, Argonauts of the Western Pacific: An Account of Native Enterprise and
Adventure in the Archipelagoes of Melanesian New Guinea (reprint, New York: Dutton,
1961), 10.

3. C. W. Abel, Savage Life in New Guinea: The Papuan in Many Moods (London:
London Missionary Society, 1902), 129, 145. An account of warfare in Milne Bay attributed
to Wedeka (father of Alice Wedega of Kwato) appears on pp. 139-146 in the chapter
“The Papuan at His Worst.” It should be noted that, in spite of the negative tone of the
book, Abel’s chapter “The Papuan at Home” showed an appreciation of Papuan domestic
life.
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4. Diki, a pioneer Loyalty Islands LMS teacher, accompanied the Reverend Samuel Mc-
Farlane to the Torres Strait and moved to Samarai probably in the late 1870s. He died in
early 1887, having been seen by a visiting missionary “in full vigour and health” the previ-
ous November. Diki Esau was his leading Papuan ally and convert. Esau was the father of
Merari and Osineru Dickson. Merari Dickson, educated at Kwato, was the first Papuan
member appointed to the Legislative Council of Papua and New Guinea in the early 1950s.
Osineru Dickson served in various government capacities under J. K. Murray, postwar ad-
ministrator of the territory (1946-1952). Of Osineru it was said that “his manners and com-
mand of English are generally accepted in the Territory as being those of a cultivated Eng-
lish gentleman. In fact his formal schooling terminated at Standard 4.” Osineru stood
unsuccessfully as a candidate for the Milne Bay seat in the first House of Assembly in 1964,
a seat won by John Guise, later governor-general of independent Papua New Guinea. For
an account of Osineru Dickson as a politician, see David Bettison et al., The Papua—New
Guinea Elections 1964 (Canberra: Australian National University Press, 1965), 328-329,
335-338.

5. Of the existence of cannibalism in the Milne Bay and China Strait vicinity during the
ten years before Abel wrote down his notes in 1894, there is no doubt. One of the village
chiefs brought to witness the hoisting of the British flag in late 1884 was found by seamen
on H.M.S. Swinger “actually in the act of devouring two men he had killed that morning,”
there being a “tribal war” in progress at the time of the naval squadron’s arrival. Arthur
Keyser, Our Cruise to New Guinea (London: Ridgway, 1885), 49-54. For the thesis that
Hawaiians and Maoris probably assumed British sailors were cannibals like themselves, see
Gananath Obeyesekere, “ ‘British Cannibals’: Contemplation of an Event in the Death and
Resurrection of James Cook, Explorer,” Critical Enquiry 18 (Summer 1992): 630-654; and
Gananath Obeyesekere, The Apotheosis of Captain Cook: European Mythmaking in the
Pacific (Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 1992).
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Cathy A. Small, Voyages: From Tongan Villages to American Suburbs. Ithaca
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Review: ERNEST G. OLSON
WELLS COLLEGE

THE TITLE of Cathy Small's book, Voyages: From Tongan Villages to Ameri-
can Suburbs, calls to mind heroic images of Pacific Islander seafaring tradi-
tions and explorations that stretch back to the first arrival of Lapita peoples
in Tonga, Samoa, and elsewhere in Oceania. For those familiar with Tongan
culture, Small’s reference to the general theme of the triumphant Polyne-
sian voyage evokes well-known narratives of Queen Salote’s celebrated trip to
England in 1953 to witness the coronation of Elizabeth II and the current
Tongan king’s journeys around the globe, to name just a couple of examples.
Of course, within the last few decades, the epic voyage of the Tongan elite is
now a commonplace experience for Tongans of every social position, and this
has created a flood of personal stories about migration to New Zealand, Aus-
tralia, and the United States.

Small’s book, on “international migration through the eyes and lives of Ton-
gan migrants” (p. 4), chronicles recent substantial migrations of Tongans from
every corner and social category and fits nicely into the record, oral and writ-
ten, of previous voyages. Small’s account is a valuable critical addition to the
general anthropological literature on diaspora, migration, and cultural change.
The book is among the recent wealth of good reading on Tongan culture
(Morton 1996; Evans 2002). Her unique and primary contribution is found
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in the personal narratives ahout the migration experience and its transfor-
mation of family, household, and community. Small’s personal experience,
over many years, as an ethnographer and friend of one family in particular,
provides the narrative text for the reader’s understanding of the personal gains
and costs of migration from the Tongan village to places like Los Angeles and
San Francisco.

The reader is quickly alerted to what the book is not: a “traditional” ethnog-
raphy with standard chapters on subsistence, kinship, religion, and social life.
There is minimal reference to core aspects of Tongan life such as feasting,
church activities, sporting events, kava drinking, and work parties; similarly,
there isn’t much discussion of the speech making that occurs within the vil-
lage meeting or fono, or of the lively banter around the kava-drinking circle,
or of the hilarious joking that occurs in work groups. Nor is it a demographic,
quantitative study of migration patterns, though there is a smattering of facts
and figures on migration rates, population growth, and remittance percent-
ages throughout the chapters. Likewise, beyond some mention of a couple of
personal letters, the book does not include much consideration of historical
material, government documents, newspaper accounts, or other similar
sources that anthropologists are finding increasingly useful. Instead, the bulk
of the book focuses on personal contexts of interaction that reveal the back-
and-forth flow of Tongan people and Tongan culture from a local village,
‘Olunga (a fictitious name), to California and elsewhere in the United States.

The book, for orderly convenience and in keeping with the theme of the
migrant’s voyage, is neatly divided into four sections. The first three sections
include narratives about the personal connections between the Tongan vil-
lage and family left behind and the United States, and the fourth section sums
up the author’s perspective on the future of Tongans, Tongan migration, and
the anthropological journey. The first three sections are the heart of the book
and allow the reader to gain a sympathetic understanding of the personal chal-
lenges of migration for this particular extended family. The first section, “De-
partures,” sticks closest to the more traditional ethnographic format with some
reference to brother-sister avoidance, subsistence patterns, and household ac-
tivities. The second, “Arrivals,” focuses on migrant and life-history stories as
told by members of one extended family. The third section, “Returns,” reveals
a rather poignant, sometimes nostalgic return, for both the Tongan migrant
and the anthropologist, to the Tongan village of ‘Olunga and describes some
of the changes that have occurred from the early 1980s to the mid-1990s. In
all three sections, we have a view of community life in Tonga and overseas,
of the various communicative ties from the local to the global, and of the par-
ticular movements of one extended family back and forth across the ocean.
Small provides a number of key cultural contexts—such as the airport, the bus
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stop, the backyard, and the family kitchen—that reveal the complex web of
ties and movements of Tongans.

One of these contexts that facilitates the flow of communication, the Ton-
gan post office, is suggested by the cover of the book. Tonga, as is well known
to stamp collectors, has long provided some of the world’s most colorful
postage stamps, and the cover merges a postal stamp image of a tropical “ex-
otic” fish with cookie-cutter identical modern houses found in any U.S. sub-
urb. The image implies that Tongans are putting their cultural “stamp” on
American suburbia. Indeed, the story comes to mind of the Tongan immi-
grant in Los Angeles using free fish heads, tossed aside because of the food
preferences of “mainstream” American culture, as a major source of subsis-
tence (pp. 61-62); perhaps the idea is that Tongans are bringing cultural
distinctiveness to American suburbs. More pessimistically, the message is per-
haps that Tongans are trading a distinctive cultural heritage for American mid-
dle-class conformity. On a more literal level, the image suggests letters posted
in Tonga being delivered to Tongans living quite different lives in Salt Lake
City, San Francisco, and Los Angeles.

Anyone who has visited Tonga can probably remember a trip to the post
office in the capital town of Nuku‘alofa. Even the casual tourist can see that
the post office is a lively context for Tongans to go about the business of con-
necting to family and relatives dispersed around the Western hemisphere.
Letters to and from family in New Zealand, Australia, or the United States—
containing money, photos, and news—can, indeed, become the nexus for con-
versations rich in personal understandings and feelings about the migration
process as it affects local Tongan families and communities. In any case, Small
gives some acknowledgment to the way in which letters sent from Tonga with
requests and news of the home community are an ethnographer’s portal to
the flow of written conversations among Tongans.

For example, at the beginning of the book, in the “Departures” section,
the inclusion of discourse about a letter containing a marriage proposal re-
veals the crucial importance of letters before telephones were rather common
in Tonga (p. 60). Small, particularly in the first two sections of the book that
refer back to the early 1980s, could easily have included more attention to
household contexts for the writing and reading of letters and thus expose the
various strategies and conflicts of migrating families. At the same time, a
strength of the book is Small’s focus on specific oral conversations that hap-
pen among family members within the context of the private home and within
telephone conversations that connect family members across the thousands
of miles of ocean. By the end of the time frame covered by the book, phone
lines and computer connections have speeded up the communicative process
and compete with the post office scene.
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The book allows the reader to understand that just as communication has
changed, so has transportation. Upon seeing the book’s title the reader, if
imagining a rather different cover, might have expected an image of a sea-
faring outrigger canoe or perhaps a more modern boat sailing in or out of the
wharf at Nuku‘alofa. Any such misconceptions about the means for migrant
travel are dispelled when Small reveals the way in which the airport has re-
placed the sea harbor as a departure and arrival point and has become the
central place for the beginning and ending of voyages.

At the conclusion of the “Departures” section, Small cleverly presents the
fact that rarely does the Tongan, the anthropologist, or anyone else who has
spent some time in Tonga quietly slip in or out of the country. Her descrip-
tion of a chance meeting of an old Tongan friend in the Suva, F iji, airport is
a wonderful moment that accurately depicts the nature of the momentous
way in which Tongans bid welcome and farewell to family and friends. At
more than one point in the book, Small has captured a sense of the personal
drama that unfolds at the airport every time an airplane arrives or departs.
Huge suitcases bulging with everything from clothes to food are icons for the
flow of people and resources; the Tongan International Airport is the modern
gateway for travel to distant parts of the globe.

At amore local level within Tonga, much of the daily movement of people
and resources occurs on buses, and here Small is particularly insightful. The
joy of the anthropologist sharing a return airline flight with an old Tongan
friend, just mentioned above, finds its parallel in the daily intervillage bus
travel that considers personal connection and village cohesion to be a primary
goal, despite much change. Small’s insight that “*Olunga people waited for the
‘Olunga bus” (p. 37), despite the fact that other buses were going in the same
direction at an earlier time, is a testament to her anthropological savvy as a
member of a village and to the strength of the local community. Later in the
book Small strategically inserts a third travel experience that reveals the way
in which the vitality of such personal ties in the local Tongan village starkly
contrasts with the loss of community experienced by many Tongans, especially
of the younger generation, who are living overseas. An encounter by Small on
a bus in Hawai‘i with an American Tongan with little knowledge of Tongan lan-
guage, culture, and community succinctly illustrates the ultimate fate of some
migrant families (p. 178). This is good fieldwork and good anthropology.

One of the great strengths of Voyages is its revelations about Tongan family
life, in Tonga and overseas. A major point is that home is a central place for
the Tongan extended family. Small very carefully provides the full text of key
conversations that take place within the family, often between adult women;
these discussions that occur in the household context reveal much about Ton-
gan experiences and perspectives. The reader is quickly impressed by the
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women of this family and easily drawn into the personal story of their migra-
tion. A sense emerges of the color, the vitality, and the flow of the household
and of the home, filled with people, material possessions, and, most impor-
tant, talk. Certainly Small is at her best when she is writing about women and
their spheres of activity and influence. Small’s fieldwork focus on women’s
labor, subsistence, and redistribution, among other things, is put to good use
as a reserve of ethnographic detail that supports the central theme of the mi-
grant’s journey. We learn a great deal about Tongan women as mothers,
daughters, and spouses; we learn much about what is happening and being
said in the kitchen and sitting room.

However, at the same time, we learn comparatively less about Tongan men
in their roles as fathers, sons, and spouses; we know little about talk among
men doing horticultural work in the bush. Furthermore, we know little about
what either women or men are doing and saying in the context of the politi-
cal meeting, the church event, or the flow of public talk along the village
street. To reiterate a point made earlier, I would like to have seen much more
consideration of community life throughout. Certainly the section with the
subheading “A Day in the Lives” provides a brief glimpse into daily life (pp.
21-27). Yet there is little description of commonplace activities like the social
drinking of kava by the men, the weekly choir practices, political fono meet-
ings, afternoon sporting events, school activities, men working in the bush,
and so on.

There is some discussion of the changing traditions of the funeral (pp.
175-178), the importance of the feast (pp. 141-143, 148-150), the effects of
cash cropping (pp. 145-146), and the power of the churches (p. 148). How-
ever, for example, it would have been useful to hear more about the way in
which the churches, as the community’s most powerful institutions, are the
conduits for much of the migration. It would have been helpful to hear more
about the role of the kava party in providing a social center, both in overseas
communities and Tongan villages. Of course, there is merit to adhering to the
main themes of the book but inclusion of discourse from choir practices, fono
meetings, and sporting events would have added a rich dimension to the mi-
gration story.

Additionally, if we knew more about Tongan forms of Christianity, we could
better understand Tongan negative attitudes towards Small’s religious her-
itage. The scene of Small, the confessing anthropologist, disclosing her Jew-
ish heritage (pp. 70, 108), is certainly a valuable insight into the way in which
Christian values have permeated Tongan culture and can even come in the
way of the personal bonds between an anthropologist and her host family. Tt
is a sad thought that some of the prejudice Small has faced in her own culture
has transplanted itself into this particular Polynesian culture, which experi-
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enced mass conversion to Christianity in the early part of the nineteenth cen-
tury. However, it seems that we know more about Small’s religious identity,
and her personal journey toward ethnographic openness about this, than
about current Tongan religious values and beliefs.

If we knew more about Tongan courtship, sexual behavior, and contexts for
social interaction between unmarried men and women (such as the kava
party), the reader could better assess, for example, the scene where Small tri-
umphantly puts the drunken young man who has made rude sexual overtures
in his place. The reader is given a view of the ethnographer’s personal, “in-
sider” perspective as she states, “He disappears over the fence. I feel a great
sense of accomplishment” (p. 118). We are left to infer that her sense of ac-
complishment comes from learning the “insider” rules of proper decorum and
necessary respect, as demanded by the kinship among village women, well
enough to send the young man on his way.

Small has clearly mastered how to handle young men who must, even in a
drunken state, treat her as a respect-worthy woman keeping company with
the mature women of the community. At the same time we know compara-
tively little about the journey of such young men left to disappear over the
fence and off the ethnographic page. The sobering note on the fate of Vili, the
young man of the family who hung himself, and other young men who “know
that their future prospects were bleak” is just one small piece of evidence of
the often tragic experiences of young Tongan males in the local village or over-
seas (p. 113). To be fair, there is certainly something to be said for ethno-
graphic brevity, and Small is very effective in her skillful presentation of key
moments in the ethnographer’s encounter in a way that allows room for indi-
vidual interpretation.

The relevance of the book for both the serious student of the Pacific and
the novice traveler is found in the way that Voyages brings home the point
that there are serious costs to both voyagers and their cultures. For example,
Small’s discussion of an American vacationer’s sexual activity in ‘Olunga is a
particularly apt illustration of such costs. The unreflective tourist’s casual at-
titude, ending in disaster, is starkly contrasted with the care taken by Small,
and her protective host family (p. 105), to avoid such pitfalls. The ease with
which Small, the seasoned, knowledgeable anthropologist, slips back into Ton-
gan culture in the Fijian airport, even before stepping back on Tongan soil,
and her savvy strategy for sending the drunken young man over the fence is
in sharp contrast to the culturally insensitive tourist who has no concern for
the integrity of the local culture.

Small has skillfully crafted a gripping narrative about individual Tongan
voyages, while being rather generous in describing her own anthropological
journey. The strength of Voyages is not in any systematic analysis of the many
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political and economic forces influencing the flow of Tongans back and forth
from Tonga to New Zealand, Australia, and the United States. Rather, the
boolk’s value is found in the way it provides pivotal moments that speak vol-
umes about the human side to the ties connecting Tonga with the rest of the
world. Tt is Small’s inclusion of the intimate, sometimes momentous details
about the Tongans themselves that makes the book a good read for the sea-
soned ethnographer of the Pacific as well as for the beginning student in an
introductory anthropology class. The journey is also much about the experi-
ence of the anthropologist, and Small, upon her return to ‘Olunga, confesses,
“However much I tried, I could not help but cringe at the sight of the house
as it mingled with my memories of it” (p. 129). The statement is a reminder
to all ethnographers and migrants that one can rarely return to the same
“place” on the return voyage, and that despite Smalls statement in the sec-
ond paragraph of her book that Tongan migrants and American anthropolo-
gists such as herself are “all on the same voyage,” the differences are as real
as the similarities. The reader can indeed be thankful that the book is less
about the concerns of the anthropologist and more about the Tongan voyage.
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Review: HEATHER YOUNG LESLIE
UNIVERSITY OF HAWAIT

Voyages is the most enduring and readable ethnographic account of contem-
porary Tongans’ lives available to date. It is a must read for anyone studying
Tonga and will be of interest to anyone working in the contemporary Pacific
or on the subject of transnationalism. In Voyages, Cathy Small focuses on
what is probably the most significant catalyst for change in contemporary
Tonga over the past thirty years, the issue of migration. Small examines the
experience of migrants through a comparative lens, capturing the experiences
of Tongans who left with those who stayed. She focuses on a single village and,
mostly, a particular kin group, thereby retaining the fine-grained detail ex-
pected of good ethnography.
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The interesting thing about Voyages is that the long, recursive view means
the analysis includes migrants to the United States and then follows a younger
generation on their visits back to the “home” village. She is thus well placed
to document the transnational aspect of contemporary Tongans’ experience
and to compare the ways in which migration has affected everyday life. The
book is structured into four sections; within this framework she is able to de-
scribe the various rationales for migration and the effects of migration on so-
cial mobility, kinship relations, gender roles, traditional practices, and notions
of identity both in Tonga and for Tongans in America.

Small documents how migration began, motivated at the village level by de-
sires to “help” the family as part of a broader movement towards monetization
of the economy. Such help came in the form of better education and wage op-
portunities, and returns of remittances and other goods gained from overseas
labor. She makes the good point that migration was (and is) a way to fulfill Ton-
gan ideals for self-elevation—to become “big” or “high”—and has contributed
to even more monetization and efflorescence of prestige markers (ceremonial
and material) both overseas and in Tonga. Small also shows that like many other
migrants in America, however, there is a tendency for Tongans to experience
relative downward social status, discrimination, baffling bureaucracy, and lim-
ited labor opportunities. Migrants must return to Tonga to become elevated
in social status. Of Tongans in America, she notes, most send remittances to
family back home, but a high percentage live close to the poverty line, at least
in the initial wave of migrants. These factors change the longer families live
in the United States, as do family relationships and the sense of responsibil-
ity to relatives in Tonga, traditional practices, and notions of identity. Small
is clearly not convinced that migration has necessarily been good for Tonga,
despite new forms of material prosperity, higher education, and international
experience. Tongans have changed a lot in the last thirty years but even still,
she concludes, Tongans are still Tongans. The key factor that initiated the flow
of migrants—love for the family—remains central to Tongan culture.

I like this book very much, for three reasons: First, the representation of
contemporary Tongans’ lives matches what I have been seeing since first com-
ing to Tonga in 1991. Indeed, as I write this review, sitting in a house in the
Nuku‘alofa suburb of Ma‘ufanga, I am surrounded by potential characters in
Small’s book: my neighbor worked in New Zealand and American Samoa to
finance his house and his children’s education. His wife’s mother lives in a
house built by two daughters currently living in Australia. My house is avail-
able because the couple’s son and his family are away, studying in Fiji. When
I take a taxi or bus, the driver has invariably worked or studied for some time
overseas. These are indeed voyaging people, as Small has so neatly catego-
rized them.
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I also like the book because the voices of Tongans are strong. Small is care-
ful to let them speak for themselves, providing, for example, their own mi-
gration narratives and comparisons of life in Tonga with life in America. It's
a technique that works well. I'm also impressed by Small’s own reflexivity. Her
voice is included in the text—justifiably so, since she is part of the relation-
ships about which she is writing. She writes clearly and simply, and is just as
clear about her reader’s active involvement with the text as she is her own po-
sitioning. Thus the tangle of counterdependencies that characterize what I
think of as good anthropology—long-term engagement with the people and
place, reflexivity, reciprocity, cautious and accurate representation and clarity
of voice, recognition of the tangible nature of whatever we say as anthropol-
ogists, and recognition that we need to make contributions to our own soci-
eties—are all evident in this book.

For these reasons I find Voyages very useful for teaching. It allows students
to really see what anthropology is about, what constitutes good, ethical ethno-
graphic representation, what it is anthropologists do, how we get our data, and
how we frame the questions that eventually evolve into anthropological
literature.

As with any book, there are some problems. Voyages has some rather em-
barrassing typos—as examples, the first Tui Tonga was Aho‘eitu, not
“Ahoteihu” (p. 13); and the root sent by the village water board was un-
doubtedly kava, not “kafa” (p. 71). I also found the text to be underreferenced,
particularly with regard to general anthropological theory, a drawback in its
applications for teaching.

Another drawback to Voyages® classroom applicability relates to Small’s
choice of audience. She justifies her focus and case study on migrants on the
basis of the “global phenomenon” of migration, which is pervading the “in-
dustrial world” (p. 8). Her case study focuses on Tonga and the United States.
Although T have no problem with her use of the United States as a field site,
I would have preferred she apply her skillful use of voice and reflexivity to
avoid erasing the wider variety of locales to which Tongans migrate and the
larger audience to whom the subject would appeal. The book is written en-
tirely for an American audience, although Small does not actually say so until
the second-to-last page of the final chapter. This kind of myopia should not
exist in anthropology, especially in ethnography of such a clearly transnational
society as Tonga. The “American with a college education” (p. 215) that Small
addresses as the book’s reader could just as easily be Canadian, Australian,
Norwegian, or Japanese, just as interested in the global phenomenon of mi-
gration, perhaps especially, of Tongans.

These are minor irritations. Of a more serious nature is the fact that some
of Small’s information is already outdated. For example, she states that Poly-
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nesians settled the Tonga islands around 1500 B.c. This is not substantiated
by recent archaeological work, which dates the oldest Lapita site in Tonga to
900 B.C.E. or approximately 785 B.c., give or take 50 years (Burley and Dick-
enson 2001). Also, she uses quite outdated data when referring to island res-
idents who tend migrated relatives’ property (p. 65). In support of this point
she references data from 1984 that indicated that 10 percent of Tongan land-
holders live overseas (p. 225). This is a gross underestimation that was clearly
out of date when the book was published in 1997. Since the hurricane of 1982,
for instance, the level of out-migration from Ha‘apai has made it increasingly
difficult for remaining villagers to fua kavenga or “carry the burden” of so-
cial life. The situation varies according to island and proximity to the capital of
Nukur‘alofa, but I know of villages with closer to 60 percent of town sites lying
abandoned. A decade ago, relatives were able to keep the weeds at bay on such
sites. Today, alternative arrangements are being made, either because there are
not enough relatives left or they may be too old to care for the property. The
situation is severe enough in some areas that women are taking up men’s
work—hoeing—under the auspices of women’s development or church groups
with the (domestic) goal of making the town look “clean.” Some town officers
are dealing with the problem by seeking aid money for mowers because there
simply are not enough people to keep all the town land clear of bush and weeds,

In the same section, Small notes that relatives also care for children sent
home from America. I doubt she could have predicted the current problem
developing—at least in and around Nuku‘alofa—with “unclaimed” children:
juveniles with one or both parents working overseas are making their own
places with neighbors or distant relatives, sometimes on fairly contingent
bases. A recent scandal being discussed in newspapers and in public areas as
I'write may relate to a similar scenario. A hotel in the center of town has been
exposed as a brothel, out of which girls as young as twelve are working. That
their families are unwilling or perhaps unavailable to care for daughters, who
in traditional practice are meant to be highly protected, is shocking to people
living in Tonga. Locals see it as no surprise that the hotel is run by a Tongan
entrepreneur recently returned from America. There are also “problem” chil-
dren who have been sent back to learn “Tongan ways,” including older teens
who have been deported, under the assumption that aging grandparents and
village relatives can handle them. Many households today are overstressed for
resources and clearly not coping well with the situation, however.

I do not want these criticisms to hide the fact that Voyages makes an im-
portant contribution to literature about contemporary Pacific life, as well as
to perspectives on migration within the United States. The book has such
strengths and is so topical that T would like to see a revised edition, one that
incorporates a more transnational focus and updates the data from within
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Tonga. There are fascinating things happening in Tonga, and Small is well
placed to contribute even further. I look forward to her next publication.
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This study of the “voyages” undertaken by Tongan villagers to America is a
first in a number of ways. It is the first monograph to focus on the phenome-
non of Tongan migration. It is the first monograph to examine the place of the
fieldworker within the context of Tongan ethnography. It is also the first to
examine the migration experiences of one Tongan family over an extended
period of time. While there have been a range of theses (Lafitani 1992), jour-
nal articles (Gailey 1992; James 1991; Marcus 1993), collected papers (Fonua
1975), and conference papers written on and about Tongan population move-
ment, Voyages: From Tongan Villages to American Suburbs is an important
and substantial contribution to the field.

Incorporating twelve chapters and one appendix, Small divides her study
into four sections. “Departures” details the Tongan village setting from which
her informants begin their journeys to America. Based on the author’s initial
doctoral fieldwork, this section reads like a classic village ethnography. “Ar-
rivals” moves the focus to a single family and their experiences of permanent
migration to America. The author uses structured and semistructured inter-
views with family members to provide an intimate and insightful depiction
of life prior to the overseas move, throughout the migration process, and dur-
ing the settlement period in the United States. One chapter, “An Anthropol-
ogist Over Time,” incorporates the author’s reflections on the changing nature
of her relationship with the “informants” central to her work. Small details
her own journey from fieldworker to friend, as she continues to participate in
the lives of her Tongan informants/friends following their migration to
America. Based on observations recorded during a field visit to Tonga in
1994-1995, “Returns” examines the transformations that have taken place in
the fieldwork village since the early 1980s. Small details and contrasts a range
of perceived social and economic changes, including relationships of remit-
tance dependency, resulting from the migration of Tongan villagers to Pacific
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Rim countries. A chapter within this section incorporates interviews with one
family member who remained in Tonga. This allows Small to highlight the dif-
ferences between the lives of those informants who remained in Tonga and
those who moved to the West. F inally, in “Travels Ahead,” the author draws
the various strands of her discussion together in an analysis of the meanings
of migration, tradition, and identity for Tongans living in a postmodern,
transnational world.

As indicated by the title, Small’s work is primarily concerned with the per-
manent international migration of Tongan villagers to America. For Small,
this migration represents a population movement from a dependent labor-
giving nation (Tonga) to an independent labor-receiving nation (America). In
keeping with other literature focusing on international migration movements,
the author addresses key themes such as the settlement experience, the role
of remittances, and shifting notions of identity and tradition.

Although the author’s theoretical framework is not stated, her work bor-
rows elements from both dependency theory and world-systems theory. Echo-
ing observations made by Hayes in relation to the work of geographer John
Connell (1987, 1990), Small’s treatment of international Tongan migration is
predicated upon an assumption about “the penetration of a Polynesian mi-
crostate’s domestic economy and society by the global economy” (Hayes
1992:293). As Small notes,

Our glimpse at a village in Tonga showed that the effects of the global
migration system are far-reaching, leaving no untouched, “pristine”
corner where everything stays the same. Migration out of Tonga has
transformed the internal life of the village, and, in the Tongan case,
we can see the complexities of this transformation. If the Tongan
case is characteristic, then the pattern of migration and remittances
is making the non-industrial world more prosperous and yet more
dependent at the same time. (Pp. 194-195)

An important component of Small’s analysis is a focus on the relations of re-
mittance dependency generated between migrants sending surplus goods and
cash back home and those who receive them in Tonga. For the author, re-
mittances “represent the flow of wealth to labor-giving countries from labor-
receiving countries” (p. 196). Remittances are regarded here as one of the
principal catalysts for the transformations that have occurred at the local vil-
lage level in Tonga. For Small remittances, created through the process of in-
ternational migration, have therefore introduced changes that have altered
relational power structures between those kin who have migrated and those
who have remained.
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The primary unit that facilitates the “flow of wealth” represented by remit-
tances is the “transnational family.” The author suggests that transnational Ton-
gan families, whose members send goods and capital back to Tonga, are agents
of Western dependency, providing impetus for the social and economic
changes that have occurred within the Tongan village setting. First utilized in
the Tongan context by Marcus, the transnational family is therefore the conduit
for a new form of “remittance economy” (1993:193). As the agents for wealth
transfers back to Tonga, the transnational family is seen to drive the new re-
mittance economy. As a result, “Tonga, like the United States, has been trans-
formed. It has become a transnational place . . . and that is why even in re-
turning to a small Tongan island village, one encounters individuals and families,
lifestyles and customs, that now belong to a much wider world system” (p. 125).

Small’s theoretical framework posits a world system, which, with its de-
mand for labor, transforms “traditional” places such as Tonga. This worldview
recalls Ingold’s discussion of globes and spheres: “The image of the world as
a globe is, I contend, a colonial one. It presents us with the idea of a pre-
formed surface waiting to be occupied, to be colonised first by living things
and later by human [i.e., Western] civilisation” (1993:38). Small’s utilization
of assumptions associated with dependency theory has led her to a view in
which the migration process is perceived from a global perspective. As a re-
sult, although her account details the lives of Tongan informants/friends, her
analysis is predicated on theories that leave little room for Tongan agency.
Within this system, while Tongans make individual migration decisions, the
outside world—the Western capitalist world—is regarded as the primary
driver of population movement.

In her theoretical focus on the global Small has neglected some elements
of the local. As Hayes notes, “Polynesian population movement defies simple
classification as either internal or international, and in fact reflects features of
both” (1992:283). While the role of the world system is not denied, there are
important aspects of the migration process in Tonga that are not accounted
for in Small’s analysis. For example, there have been ongoing population
movements within Tonga and with other Pacific islands that have occurred
for millennia. These movements, often motivated by factors such as war, mar-
riage, and trade, have had significant impacts on Tongan identity and tradi-
tion (see Kaeppler 1978). Myth and oral history provide useful pointers and
guides to these impacts. Although Small’s stated aim is a focus on international
migration, discussion of these other forms of population movement may have
enriched her analysis.

In many ways this is an ambitious monograph, with the author attempt-
ing to manage a number of contrasting themes and approaches. Her narra-
tive style varies accordingly throughout the book and includes first-person,
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journal-style accounts, multiauthored reflections, statistical analysis, and even
theoretical meditations on fieldwork and the future of anthropology. As the
author notes,

this book about migration is about Tongan islanders and Tongan-
Americans; it is a little about me, a little about America, and a little
about anthropology. These disparate subjects belong together in the
same book because they are all part of the same phenomenon, the
metamorphosis of social relationships in our world: relationships be-
tween migrants and nonmigrants, between Tongans and Americans,
and between anthropologists and informants. (P. 11)

In aiming to address these “disparate” elements, the author acknowledges the
size of the task undertaken. While successful in the stated goal of introducing
an element of experimentation into the work (p. 11), the resulting organiza-
tion of material within chapters is relatively disjointed in areas. This becomes
confusing in some sections as contrasting styles and subjects, incorporating
differing time periods, geographical settings, and author’s voices, are placed
in sometimes incongruous order. As a result, the reader loses a sense of
momentum and direction within the book on occasions. Though partly the
consequence of the diverse subject matter, this problem may have been ame-
liorated by a more conservative approach to structure.

This criticism does not diminish my regard for many of the methods em-
ployed, however. For example, the device of addressing the issue of the in-
ternational population movement of Tongans to America through the expe-
riences of one family is extremely useful. Tt allows Small to successfully
explore and illustrate the diversity of the migration experience for Tongans.
As I found during my own fieldwork in Tonga, population movement is a com-
plex process, a fluid, ever-changing series of events that affects family mem-
bers in different ways. Variables such as age, marital situation, social rank, and
status within the family are particularly relevant. Small’s study enables her to
capture this complexity in an immediate and personal way.

In line with the objective in postmodern anthropology of giving voice to
the ethnographic subjects of anthropological study, Small utilizes the tech-
nique of providing space within the text for the words and thoughts of her
informants-friends—family. Large sections of the text therefore include
reprinted interviews between the author and members of the featured family.
In one case, an interview conducted during an earlier period of fieldwork is
later dissected by the informant and “corrected” within the text. This provides
an excellent means through which the author may comment on and tease out
the decision-making processes associated with the informant’s corrections, a
procedure no doubt influenced by the migration and settlement experiences
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of the subject. This also allows Small to discuss themes of identity and tradi-
tion in new ways.

Another theme pursued within the book centers on a prolonged meditation
on the roles of fieldworker and informant in the process of undertaking an-
thropological research. A theme that owes a debt to the work of Clifford (1988)
and Clifford and Marcus (1986), the author intersperses examination of the
topic throughout the book in the form of an intimate, first-person style. The
subtext of this discussion is the author’s attempt to reconcile the aims of an-
thropology as a research science and the fieldwork method, which often results
in the lines between professional and personal relationships being blurred.
While these are important questions, the intimate nature of these discussions
sometimes sits uneasily next to the more traditional ethnographic material.

In conclusion Voyages, written in accessible and intriguing style, is an im-
pressive attempt to trace the complexities of permanent Tongan population
movement through the travels of a family and an anthropologist over time.
The author of this ambitious book has provided great service to both schol-
ars of the Pacific and of migration in general.
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Response: CATHY A. SMALL
NORTHERN ARIZONA UNIVERSITY

Voyages has been in print for six years. This forum seems a wonderful oppor-
tunity to speak beyond the book itself, to themes that promise to be of inter-
est to the field more generally. I will take this opportunity to point out and
speak to the themes raised by the critiques, and to open a larger dialogue. Once
in a while, where I can’t help myself, I may defend my book or decisions
against criticism but for the most part 1 hope to avoid so defensive a posture.
1t is actually quite a gift to be able to talk with other scholars about my work,
and I appreciate the time and thought that went into the reviewers” work. 1
will speak to three main themes in my response: (1) intimacy in ethnography
and ethnographic writing, (2) reflexivity, and (3) the place of theory in ethnog-
raphy. Along the way, I hope to address many of the reviewers’ comments.

On Intimacy

Let’s begin with issues related to “intimacy” in ethnography, by which I mean
the textual representations of highly personal conversations and encounters,
often involving people the reader has come to know, that serve as examples
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of more-abstract themes. All the reviewers note this characteristic of Voyages;
probably the reason this book was chosen for this forum has to do with the
style and narratives that make it accessible for readers and emotionally en-
gaging (and thus widely used in classes). [ have greater intent, though, in my
use of intimacy than a good read.

I consciously made the decision to center the book around pivotal personal
encounters and, as Ernie Olson points out, key cultural contexts—the airport,
the backyard, the bus stop, the kitchen, the post office—where poignant and
repeated cultural interactions occur. It was important to reinforce intimacy
by rendering the narratives in forms that were close to my lived experience
of them. In other words, if I overheard dialogue, then I wrote in an “observer
anthropologist” voice, preserving what dialogue I could remember in my text,
while if a Tongan woman related her autobiographical migration experiences,
I tried to keep those narratives in her exact words.

There are certain sacrifices in the approach. Steve Francis found the book
disjointed in places and sometimes confusing, because I used contrasting
styles and voices consistent with the context but not with one another. Some
critics, often outside anthropology, believe that, because the experiences re-
lated are so personal, you are truly and only describing the experiences of one
person or one family. Technically, they're right—but they fail to understand
that these personal narratives and key encounters have been selected by the
author based on several years of fieldwork experience. They are not “weak”
samples with low n’s; they are instances of repeated cultural encounters, and
why Heather Young Leslie can say that she feels, sitting in Nuku‘alofa, that
she is “surrounded by potential characters” in my book. It is why Francis sees
in Voyages his own diverse and complex data about migration, and why so
many Tongans, who write to me, recognize themselves and their families in
my book—despite that it is not their family members described.

Focusing on intimacy also allows one to investigate the dynamics of expe-
rience, dynamics that instantiate larger cultural and global processes. I do a
great deal of computer modeling, and even teach a graduate course in how to
model social phenomena on a computer and play out their dynamics over
time. One of the things I realize about this seemingly mathematical and pos-
itivist endeavor is that models often hinge on fine-grained and intimate de-
tails about human beings.

Let me offer an example. I once modeled Roy Rappaport’s Pigs for the An-
cestors (New Haven, 1984), an ethnography about the dynamic connections
among pigs, yams, humans, warfare, and ceremonies that reflects on the theo-
retical relationship of ecology and ritual. A basic cycle Rappaport describes is
that the pig population, while needed for food and social reciprocity, eventu-
ally grows out of control, overrunning yam gardens. When this happens, a cer-
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emonial feast occurs where all adult pigs are slaughtered and allies are fed,
returning the ecology to equilibrium until the pig population again grows out
of control, reanimating the process.

I tried to see if I could model the ethnography and reproduce the same
eight- to twenty-year cycle of feasting and ceremonies observed in the cul-
ture, based on information about the numbers of yams, pigs, and people and
the dynamics that went on among them. I found I could do this, but only with
very detailed and accurate information about the threshold anger levels of
women. It turns out that pigs overran yam gardens planted by women, and
this resulted in the women’s having to do more and more planting for family
consumption. As the pig population grew the women got more and more
upset, eventually pressuring their husbands into calling for the start of the cer-
emonial pig feast. The whole model hinged on knowing when women got
upset—how much more work they had to do before they said “enough is
enough.” This is where the backyard or the kitchen stories of women really
matter to the big theories (in this case, models) we wish to formulate.

The same lesson applies to most social phenomena we investigate. Con-
sider remittances, a concern in Voyages and an issue for many scholars of the
contemporary Pacific. Will remittances continue and is the MIRAB economy
sustainable? Economists count remittance dollars and survey remitters or re-
cipients about the size and frequency of their gifts. We learn from such stud-
ies that Tongans do not send fewer remittances the longer they are overseas,
as one might suspect. But why not? And on what conditions do continuing re-
mittances depend?

To me, the answers to these questions, and indeed the future of MIRAB
economies, seem located in the content of Tongans’ personal experiences, pri-
vate choices, and interpersonal relationships. Some of the best economic sci-
ence, then, can be accomplished by listening carefully to the conversations
and considerations that people have about visiting home, sending money to
relatives, selling or giving tapa cloth to overseas relatives, and so forth. The
hostile joke, the rationalization, the characteristic family dispute, the new
change in wealth items at the wedding—all are clues about the unfolding of
the future. It is hard for observers without intimate contacts to see these har-
bingers, and that is why anthropologists doing long-term fieldwork are in a
special position—if, that is, we properly appreciate our privileged access to
the intimate moments of life. Intimacy, I believe, is good science.

Reflexivity
It was not natural for me, being a fairly private person, to introduce an entire

chapter (6, “An Anthropologist Over Time”) about my own experience or to
pepper the text with clearly marked self-reflections. My reflexive inclusions pre-
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sented difficulty for two reviewers, examples perhaps of the uneasiness in our
field with many so-called postmodern conventions. About my reflexive mate-
rial and style, Francis writes: “While these are important questions, the intimate
nature of these discussions sometimes sits uneasily next to the more traditional
ethnographic material.” He recommends a “more conservative approach to
structure” in response to the contrasting styles, topics, and voices in the book.

Olson comments about my self-reflection: “The reader can indeed be
thankful that the book is less about the concerns of the anthropologist and
more about the Tongan voyage.” I read these comments with an unstated sub-
text (that I will overstate slightly for dramatic emphasis): Outright support for
reflexivity implicates one as card-carrying postmodernist and/or reflexive writ-
ing is a personal indulgence, a sort of narcissistic exercise through which some
authors drag their colleagues.

Is it possible to consider reflexivity as something other than a personal in-
dulgence or a theoretical badge?

I live in a global system where anthropologists occupy particular nodes,
typically in the middle class of industrial nations. I am an individual but also
arole and a symbol, of sorts, and my interactions are an example of the types
of interactions that symbols like me have. Certainly there are individual dif-
ferences, among anthropologists and among informants, but, as cultural an-
thropologists know well, many of our personal interactions become stylized
and familiar precisely because they are endemic to the social structures in
which we are immersed.

It matters what happens between Tongans and myself, precisely because
those interactions are part of the social and economic complexities that T am
trying to figure out. It matters, because as Young Leslie notes, “her voice is
included in the text, justifiably so, because she is part of the relationships
about which she is writing.” (Note, too, the gendered nature of the reviewer
response to reflexivity.) As such, my reactions and relationships become a new
set of data that I can learn from and analyze. This to me is a major purpose
of reflexive thinking.

With this reflexivity, I can better see the limitations of my own work. When
Olson complains that the reader learns comparatively little about Tongan men
(compared to women), I consider my own persona and positioning in the vil-
lage. I realize his assessment is accurate because I simply did not have the same
access to men’s activities and men’s thoughts that I did with women’s. As a
woman (and a single woman when I first went to Tonga), my interactions with
village men were necessarily constrained and circumscribed by propriety. Frat-
ernizing with men in the bush was not an option and, even though I attended
many kava circles, I did so as the woman who made the kava. As such I heard
much more sexual banter than talk of migration. I take to heart, though, Olson’s
call for more on community life, an arena I might have done more with.
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Reflexivity is useful, not only in understanding the ground from which we
see others, but also in exploring the nature of our own practice: fieldwork. 1
was surprised that, except for a brief mention by Francis, there was no com-
ment offered about any of the material in chapters 11 and 12, where I at-
tempted to use my fieldwork experience, in a reflexive way again, to comment
on issues in contemporary anthropology, such as cultural relativism.

In this light, it was very interesting to me how Olson dealt with my treat-
ment of my own Jewishness among Tongans: “it seems,” he writes, “that we
know more about Small’s religious identity, and her personal journey toward
ethnographic openness about this, than about current Tongan religious val-
ues and beliefs.” Olson would have preferred that I speak more about Ton-
gan Christianity, its history and place in village life, rather than shifting my
gaze away from the “subject” of study (Tongan culture).

The question really is: What is the subject? For me, the issue of being Jew-
ish in Tonga, and then of attempting to deal with Tongan prejudices in the
United States, had little to do with religion per se. It was about cultural rela-
tivism and the way that my direct experiences with being Jewish in my
fieldwork had caused me, like others recently, to question this hallowed an-
thropological precept. I realized it was no accident that the issue of cultural
relativism would begin shifting within the field of anthropology at the very
same historical point as transnational processes, like migration, are in full
force. The two, I realized, were connected, and I used myself and my expe-
rience as an “informant” to explore the connection.

My discovery was, as I wrote, that “we are all on the same journey.” I did
not mean that we all experience the same events because we inhabit very dif-
ferent places in the global system. Rather, the shifting sands beneath us, that
for a Tongan resulted in leaving Tonga and for an anthropologist resulted in
confusion about cultural relativism, are all part of the same global dynamics.
Reflexive attention to our fieldwork is one way that we can explore the glob-
alization process and its effect on the profession of anthropology.

Theory

It is very fair to say of my book, as Young Leslie did, that it is underreferenced
in regard to general anthropological theory. Part of the reason for this is my
own discomfort with anthropological theory. The theoretical material that
guided my initial fieldwork proposals and grants ultimately had little to do
with what I wrote about; my experiences in Tonga, in fact, confirmed the ir-
relevance of many of the questions I was asking. The data and insights that I
did glean and eventually wrote about do not unequivocally support or refute
a theoretical position.
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It is not yet clear to me that I should spend my time in print showing how
my work articulates, and how it does not, with the grand theory of the day.
In Voyages, 1 think I illuminated some important dynamics about the trans-
national process, trying to state and illustrate them both clearly and richly.
What do my data mean for world-systems theory, or economic convergence
theory, or questions of individual agency versus structure? Frankly, I'm not sure
yet, and I'm reluctant to jump to theory at this point. Young Leslie’s invitation
to look at some of the recent dynamics—unclaimed children in Nuku‘alofa and
largely abandoned villages in Ha‘apai—intrigues me at the same time as it re-
minds me to withhold any theoretical conclusions. Things keep moving.

I am, in truth, tired of reading the products of our field’s various theoreti-
cal bandwagons, where I typically find a proliferation of jargon and a monu-
mental conformity of themes. It is too easy to be drawn into the fray. I think
this is why the only criticism that irked me was Francis’s long and pointed dis-
cussion of my supposed commitments to dependency and world-systems
theories (he fairly adds that I never actually stated my commitment to these
theories). Repeating arguments in the literature that critique world-systems
approaches, Francis goes on to suggest that, like other world systems-based
analyses, “her analysis is predicated on theories that leave little room for Ton-
gan agency” and that, predictably, I ignore many aspects of the local because
of my theoretical focus on the global. Given my lack of theoretical referenc-
ing, the highly local approach I took to transnationalism, and my consistent
focus on representing the personal forces behind migration, these claims
seem far afield. I can only think that this is another example of how theoreti-
cal camps can draw us into canned debates.

I was talking recently with a talented Tongan-American graduate student,
‘Anapesi Ka‘ili, about Voyages and we talked at some length about the lack
of direct theoretical focus in the book, a critique raised in an Asian—Pacific Is-
lander conference she attended. She shared with me how she responded to
attendees. Voyages is the only scholarly work, she told me, that she’s ever seen
a nonscholar, who is Tongan, read. “When I go home to Utah, and the women
are all in the kitchen cooking for some family event, we talk about that book.
We see ourselves in it.” I may well change my tune about theoretical engage-
ment, because I do wrestle with my reluctance, but in the meantime, her
comments help.

Some Additional Notes
Sometimes, a reviewer will make you consider your own work in a different

light. This was the case twice as I read the reviews of Voyages, and these are
worth mentioning. Olson’s almost literary analysis pointed out to me the
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intersection of the many vignettes in Voyages concerning travel and commu-
nication. Although I consciously employed the theme of voyaging in the title,
chapter titles, and book cover, I did not wittingly weave a web of related
incidents.

I had not seen how, for instance, the two bus stories I related (one in
Tonga, one in the United States) stood in juxtaposition to one another, show-
ing difference in island versus migrant communities, or how many scenes I
included that involved bus stops, airports, telephones, letters, and other travel
and long-distance communication venues. It gave me a view of a network of
related images and events that I had not (consciously) inserted.

As I was writing Voyages, the U.S. ideology surrounding immigration—as
refuge for the oppressed, as a beacon of equality, etc.—loomed large. It
seemed a peculiarly American ideology and 1 believed the experiences of Ton-
gans spoke directly to many of its faulty precepts. So I directed the book to
Americans (including Tongan-Americans).

Young Leslie’s critique alerted me to how that came across to non-
American readers, and I marked my own parochialism with her words: “This
kind of myopia should not exist in anthropology, . . . the book’s reader could
just as easily be Canadian, Australian, Norwegian, or Japanese, just as inter-
ested in the global phenomenon of migration, perhaps especially, of Tongans.”
Young Leslie is right, especially when the very topic I am discussing is transna-
tionalism, and so my apologies to any alienated readers.

Many thanks to Steve Francis, Ernest Olson, and Heather Young Leslie
for their considered comments.
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Francis X. Hezel, S.]., The New Shape of Old Island Cultures: A Half Cen-
tury of Social Change in Micronesia. Honolulu: University of Hawai'i
Press, 2001. Pp. xi, 198, illustrations, bibliography, index. US$49 cloth;
$21 paper.

Reviewed by Donald H. Rubinstein, University of Guam

THE LATEST BOOK from the prolific hand of Father Francis X. Hezel offers a
synopsis and analysis of social change in Micronesia during the latter half of
the twentieth century. The book’s nine chapters address a broad spectrum of
topics: family, land, gender roles, birth, marriage, death, sexuality, political au-
thority, and population and demography. The topic of social change has al-
ways been Hezel's consuming interest, as he states in the preface (p. vii), and
many of his discussions here build on his earlier writings in numerous books
and articles. This book, however, is especially valuable in bringing together
Hezel’s observations and analyses in an easily accessible and quite readable
format. The book also makes a unique contribution in its presentation of
Hezel's central thesis that these diverse changes are all part of an interrelated
“web of change” (p. 155), set in motion by the fundamental shift from a land-
based subsistence economy to a cash-based wage economy in Micronesia.
The Micronesian islands examined in this book include Palau, the Feder-
ated States of Micronesia (Yap, Chuuk, Pohnpei, and Kosrae), and the Mar-
shall Islands. This area encompasses a number of distinct cultural groups, yet
Hezel rightly points to the “ethnographic particularism” of most anthropo-
logical studies of Micronesia during the past half century, and he offers his
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book as an “attempt [at] bolder syntheses of the main cultural features of
these island societies” (p. viii). For this task Hezel is eminently well-prepared.
The book is based upon a very careful and comprehensive reading of Mi-
cronesian anthropology and history, supplemented by Hezels thirty-five years
of perceptive and wide-traveling observations throughout the region. Perhaps
no other contemporary scholar in Micronesia has the combination of mastery
of the corpus of written scholarship as well as long-term, intimate communi-
cation with hundreds of people from the different cultural groups through-
out the region. The voices of these people speak clearly in these pages, and
they receive generous acknowledgment in the chapter notes, alongside the
more-conventional scholarly sources on Micronesia.

The organization of The New Shape of Old Island Cultures is rather un-
conventional for an academic study of social change, but it works well. The
nine chapters comprise thirty-two brief sections, each about four to eight
pages in length. Each section opens with a brief description of an incident
from contemporary Micronesian life, many of which read like short excerpts
from an anthropologist’s field journal. For example, Hezel describes a loud
dispute between two Chuukese women by the side of the road; another sec-
tion opens with a teenaged girl helping her older sister, who is in late preg-
nancy, to board a plane for Guam, where the older sister intends to give birth.
Each vignette presents a picture that is somehow problematic from a “tradi-
tional” Micronesian perspective, yet today is a fairly common occurrence.
Following each opening scenario is a succinct ethnographic or historical re-
view of the topic, and then Hezel’s brief analysis and reflections on recent
social change. The sequence of sections flows well, although readers could
also sample sections selectively or in random order and still discern the main
argument.

Most, though not all, of the individual sections allude to the shift from sub-
sistence to cash economy, which is the prime causal factor, in Hezel’s argu-
ment, for the whole interconnected complex of changes occurring in
Micronesia. In the chapter on gender roles, for example, there are four sec-
tions. The first, titled “The Gender Gap,” concisely reviews the ethnographic
literature describing gender complementarity in Micronesia and concludes
that women are entering new roles and “demanding real equality with men”
(p- 50). The next section, “Men’s Changing Roles,” makes the argument that
“women are doing more than their fair share of the family chores” (p. 51),
mainly because the shift from subsistence agriculture to store-bought food
has relieved men of much of their former subsistence labor in providing food,
but has not relieved women of the work of preparing the food and caring for
the house and children. “The Cultural Roots of Women’s Power” describes
the four major roles that women once played in Micronesian societies—as
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“guardians of the land, keepers of the peace, counselors on family and com-
munity matters, and producers of cultural valuables” (p. 57). Hezel discusses
each role in the various island cultures, and he concludes that since these roles
“are embedded in the lineage, there has naturally been some attrition in these
roles as the extended family weakens in force” (p. 57). The final section in this
chapter is titled “The Wave of the Future?” and briefly describes the emer-
gence of two new patterns: double-income couples in which both husband
and wife are employed, necessitating “new rules for dividing the responsibil-
ities of the household” (p. 63); and “the increase in the incidence of single
mothers living in their own homes” (p. 64).

Most important is the concluding chapter, in which Hezel draws together
the separate threads of the individual sections. With good inductive logic he
makes a strong case that “the emergence of a cash economy based on wage
labor” was the prime force that led to these diverse cultural and social changes
(p. 155).

For a fairly small book, this wide breadth of more than thirty separate top-
ics necessarily results in a highly compressed and abbreviated treatment of
each. Although Hezel adopted a writing style and format designed for his in-
tended audience, I think many readers will wish, as 1 did, that he had ex-
panded many of the sections and produced a longer work. More attention
could have been given to the significant differences from one cultural group
to another, without at all weakening Hezel's overall argument, particularly in
regard to women’s status and security and to chiefly power.

With the exception of the last two chapters, on political authority and mi-
gration, Hezel’s focus is primarily at the level of changes in the family. One
topic that is conspicuously absent is emergent class differences in Microne-
sian societies, though Hezel alludes to this in sections on land, exchange, and
public celebrations. Theoretically inclined readers would expect that the
Marxist approach taken here would have led to a closer examination of issues
of wealth and class conflict in contemporary Micronesia; perhaps it is still too
early in the historical process to see these effects of an expanding wage econ-
omy and the commodification of land.

This book will be of value to a wide readership of Micronesians and non-
Micronesians alike. It provides both a very useful summary of much ethno-
graphic writing on Micronesian cultures and a well-informed and fair
appraisal of how these cultures are changing. Hezel presents a lucid thesis
about the underlying cause of social change in Micronesia, which is sure to
provoke animated discussion in classrooms and seminars. And by pairing a se-
ries of everyday scenarios with detailed analyses, Hezel’s book demonstrates
how a fine examination of brief moments of social life can reveal important
underlying cultural patterns and historical trends.
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Jack A. Tobin, Stories Jfrom the Marshall Islands: Bwebwenato Jan Aelon Kein.
PALI Language Texts. Honolulu: University of Hawai‘i Press, 2002. Pp.
xvi, 405, maps, notes, references, appendixes, index. US$55 cloth: $19.95

paper.
Reviewed by Phillip McArthur, Brigham Young University—Hawai'i

It is not easy to provide a collection of vernacular narratives without waxing
overly romantic or failing to include enough context to make them meaning-
ful. Jack Tobin has successtully avoided these pitfalls in Stories from the
Marshall Islands, which places him among the great Pacific collectors and
translators such Grey, Beckwith, and Luomala. The publication of traditional
lore has waned in recent years; it requires a great deal of tedious work and
high language competency, and seems not to lend itself to the critical insights
of contemporary scholarship. Ironically, however, in many ways good collec-
tions have always carried a postmodern quality centered in discourse and
representation. Despite romantic embellishments that often obscure local cul-
ture, publications of oral culture have frequently provided a more-salient
arena {or voice than much of the ethnographic and historical writings. As a
form of representation such collections also seem more transparent, avoiding
the appearance of a mediating academic discourse, though this may only hide
a subtle veiling of interpretive choices.

In giving voice to the Marshall Islanders, Tobin does extraordinarily well.
Instead of composite stories (a standard practice in anthropology of blurring
versions into one), he presents a copious collection of tales recorded directly
from informants, transcribed and translated {(both the Marshallese and Eng-
lish are presented). And much to his credit, he often provides more than one
version of a story to reveal its life in oral performance and register important
variations in performance patterns, stylistics, and regional significance. Al-
though he does not attempt to render the texts ethnopoetically, he does re-
tain important stylistic devices such as repetitive conjunctions, parallelism,
tonal changes that signal chant, and deictics that form an essential part of
Marshallese storytelling. Attention to these qualities is less a method of tex-
tual presentation and more one of very careful translation.

Tobin’s translation is truly praiseworthy. There is a difficult balance to be
maintained in translation: one hopes to translate at once literally enough to
avoid taking culturally centric liberties and loosely enough to allow the sto-
rytellers to come across as lucid communicators and retain the flow and nu-
ances of their language and poetry. This balancing act is not easy to achieve,
yet Tobin finds a comfortable nexus. Part of this success lies in his profound
competency with the lexicon and grammatical forms of the language. Trans-
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lation is not indifferent to interpretive choices, but Tobin succeeds in keep-
ing these choices as true to meaningful emic subtleties as is practicable for a
non-native language user. Nearly fifty years of work with the Marshallese and
their language becomes evident in his careful translation. And his apparent
insistence that both the English translations and Marshallese transcriptions
be included in the book reveals both responsibility to the islanders and aca-
demic integrity by opening his work to scrutiny.

In many ways Tobin’s choices for representing the texts present a curious
tension, which may be more indicative of the challenges of this kind of work
than of scholarly oversight. The tension is centered in a dual desire of the
author to render the texts in such a way that the individual storyteller is pres-
ent while simultaneously providing generalized cultural and historical infor-
mation. This tension is perhaps always a quality of ethnographic and historical
writing, but documenting vernacular stories seems to accentuate the chal-
lenge. Tobin creates this tension through the course of his presentation. Fol-
lowing a preface that accounts for how he himself has been situated vis-a-vis
the Marshall Islanders, an introductory chapter provides the essential de-
scriptions of the cultural, historical, and linguistic contexts in which the nar-
ratives are embedded and through which they may (in part) be interpreted.
This contextual framing is essential to the presentation of the narratives that
follow. A glance at the table of contents reveals just how Tobin has provided
etic labels to place each tale: “Stories of Beginnings,” “Stories about Animals,”
“Stories about Evil Spirits and Flying Women,” “Other Stories,” “Historical
Events.” These categories are reasonable when one pursues the corpus, and
like any collection it is limited to whatever tales the collector has procured.
A collection is never exhaustive of the tradition but hopefully representative.
Nonetheless, the labels do not represent indigenous categories or those of in-
dividual storytellers. I do not mean to suggest that Tobin’s choices are simply
idiosyncratic; in fact, he effectively creates a general context through careful
identification of “Motifs of the Stories” (found in an appendix). Utilizing Bacil
Kirtley’s Pacific indexes (1955) developed from Stith Thompson’s seminal clas-
sification system (1932-1936), Tobin presents one of the most thorough list-
ing of motifs of Pacific oral stories. This kind of detail may seem superfluous
to the immediate publication but reveals a generous responsibility to those
who will follow, for it will prove an indispensable resource for comparative re-
search locally, regionally, and globally.

In all the attempts to provide these general contexts, Tobin avoids any
identification of the generic contexts of his stories, other than to explain that
they fall within the indigenous category “bwebwenato” (talk, story). He resists
utilizing indigenous genre terms such as inoft, bwebwenato in mol, bwebwe-
nato in etto, bwebwenato bajjik, and so forth, because, I am sure, he views
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these categories as slippery and inconsistent in use. A study (Davenport 1953)
that preceded Tobin tried to account for indigenous classifications but in the
end simply translated them into Western analytical categories (i.e., myth, leg-
end, folktale, etc.) and essentially obscured their local meaning. But to avoid
the slipperiness of genre labels may distance us from how the narratives are
employed by the dri bwebwenato (storytellers) in contemporary social life.
The boundaries between genres are never stable in terms of content and
form, but in the Marshall Islands case the terms do seem to register an atti-
tude toward the status of truth about what is being said. Consequently, when
the boundary between the discourses of fiction, history, metaphorical truth,
sacred origins, and so forth is ambiguous and apparently context-dependent,
1 propose that this is the status of the past, or “the truth,” for the storytellers
as they negotiate it.

What is missing in Tobin’s account is how each of his “informants” cate-
gorized their stories, and herein lies the other half of the tension: how to rep-
resent individuals in a cultural study. It is very easy in oral history, ethnogra-
phy, and folkloristics to generalize from individual utterances to cultural and
social patters, systems, epistemologies, and so forth. When the primary ob-
jective, however, is to provide representative culture examples and general
contextual information, the individual performers blur and disappear. They
become seen as representatives of tradition rather than creative poets. At best,
we would hope that both the parameters of traditions (motifs, culturally
salient performance stylistics, tale types, cultural and historical contexts, ex-
plicated meanings) and the emergent qualities of performance and text (as
the direct result of creativity and sensitivity to the performer and perform-
ance context) receive careful attention.

Admirably, Tobin identifies the name of the storyteller before presenting
each narrative and provides an informative individual biography in an ap-
pendix. The range of tellers utilized is commendable; however, as with any
of us who have attempted to study storytelling, clearly the overwhelming
number of texts tend to come from one or two key individuals who are both
knowledgeable and amenable to satisfying our requests. But Stories from the
Marshall Islands represents an effort to place texts in broader contexts, and
Tobin successfully provides a wealth of information through copious footnotes
and commentary at the end of many narratives. Even so, in all this great
contextual information our individual performer is lost, since the one con-
text neglected is the performance context, which not only reveals the art of
communication but shows how the tellers position themselves vis-a-vis the
past, their culture, and even those present as audience (including the outside
ethnographer).
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While I do not fault Tobin for the lack of reflexivity (he is so good at show-
ing his presence through translation), the lack of careful attention to the
subtleties of performance may have actually led to a mis-presentation of Mar-
shallese storytelling. In the preface he indicates that while the storytellers will
use the present tense to render a narrative situated in the past, he has trans-
lated the actions in the past tense when it is more “meaningful” and “clearly
the intent of the narrator to be past action” (p. xii). This was an unfortunate
choice for two reasons: first, he is assuming much about the choice of the nar-
rator; and second, the performance of the narrated event (past) in the narra-
tive event (present) by using the present tense is a salient poetic device used
by Marshallese storytellers to bring the past into the present, and in this way
an important dialogue ensues between the two time frames. It makes the past
present, and in the process permits reading the present through a past lens.
And at the level of experience, it is just more fun and engaging. Use of the
present tense allows the action to move as we listen and come to feel part of
it. It borders on mimesis (especially with reported speech), a participation in
the past, and provides an alternative to the diegetic telling, or simply looking
“back at” the past. Manipulating tense obscures one of the ways the stories
become meaningful for the Marshall Islanders.

Despite this choice in representation, Jack Tobin has provided a monu-
mental collection of oral stories that will prove a useful resource for educa-
tion in the Pacific Islands and for scholarship. He has presented Marshallese
voices with grace and conviction, and has represented their culture with depth
and insight. If more collections could be as thorough in coverage, competent
in translation, and ethnographically rich, the study of vernacular tradition in
Oceania will achieve a most significant renewal and productively engage is-
lander voices with ethnographic and historical discourse.
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

“Accounting for Change: Bringing Interdependence into Defining Sus-
tainability,” by Karen L. Nero. 22 (3/4): 81-107.

“Environmental Change, Economic Development, and Emigration in Tu-
valu,” by John Connell. 22 (1): 1-20.

“Oasis or Mirage: The Farming of Black Pearl in the Northern Cook Is-
lands,” by Cluny Macpherson. 23 (3/4): 33-55.

See also SUSTAINABILITY, ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT IN THE PACIFIC
ISLANDS, REMAKING MICRONESIA, SOCIAL, CHANGE IN MELANESIA

EMIGRATION

“Environmental Change, Economic Development, and Emigration in Tu-
valu,” by John Connell. 22 (1): 1-20.

“Poverty Among Pacific Islanders in the United States: Incidence, Change,
and Correlates,” by Dennis A. Ahlburg. 23 (1/2): 51-74.

See also MORAL COMMUNITIES

EMORY, KENNETH P.

“Kenneth P. Emory and ‘Herbert C. Shipman Cave”: A Long-Standing
Puzzle Solved,” by Kevin Allred, Stephan Kempe, and W. R. Halliday.
22.(1): 77-92.

ENEWETAK ATOLL (Marshall Islands)

“Maintaining Marshallese Fundamentals with Christian Fundamentalism,”
by Linda Allen. 25 (1/2): 95-116.

“Working Wrongly and Seeking the Straight: Remedial Remedies on
Enewetak Atoll,” by Laurence Marshall Carucci. 21 (3): 1-27.

ENID, OKLAHOMA

“Maintaining Marshallese Fundamentals with Christian Fundamentalism,”
by Linda Allen. 25 (1/2): 95-116.

ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT IN THE PACIFIC ISLANDS, edited by Ben Burt

and Christian Clerk. Reviewed by Cluny Macpherson. 23 (1/2): 129-131.

ETHNOGRAPHIES OF THE MY 2000 Fij1 Coup. Susanna Trnka, guest editor. Spe-

cial issue, 25 (4).

ETHNONATIONALISM

“Chiefs for the Nation: Containing Ethnonationalism and Bridging the
Ethnic Divide in Fiji,” by Robert Norton. 22 (1): 21-50.

“The Emergence of an Ethnic Millenarian Thinking and the Development
of Nationalism in Tahiti,” by Bruno Saura. 21 (4): 33-65.
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EXPEDITIONS
““Quixotic and Utopian”: American Adventurers in the Southwest Pacific,
1897-1898,” by Hugh Laracy. 24 (1/2): 39-62.
See also AN AMERICAN ANTHROPOLOGIST IN MELANESIA, VISIONS OF EMPIRE

FEATHERS

“Feather Evidence Helps Clarify Locality of Anthropological Artifacts in
the Museum of Mankind,” by Carla J. Dove. 21 (3): 73-85.

“Japanese Economic Exploitation of Central Pacific Seabird Populations,
1898-1915,” by Dirk H. R. Spennemann. 21 (1/2): 1-41.

Fijt

“Chiefs for the Nation: Containing Ethnonationalism and Bridging the
Ethnic Divide in Fiji,” by Robert Norton. 22 (1): 21-50.

Democracy in the South Pacific: Fiji, Tonga, and Western Samoa, by
Stephanie Lawson. Reviewed by Glenn Peterson and Henry J. Rutz; re-
sponse by Stephanie Lawson. In “Book Review Forum,” 23 (3/4): 77-109.

“Germs or Rations? Beriberi and the Japanese Labor Experiment in Colo-
nial Fiji and Queensland,” by Judith A. Bennett. 24 (3/4): 1-18.

“Toward Historicizing Gender in Polynesia: On Vilsoni Hereniko’s Woven
Gods and Regional Patterns,” by Jeannette Marie Mageo. 22 (1): 93-121.
“Where Has Rotuman Culture Gone? And What Is It Doing There?” by
Alan Howard and Jan Rensel. 24 (1/2): 63-88.
See also Fij1 Coup; LAND, CUSTOM, AND PRACTICE IN THE SOUTH PACIFIC
Fij1 Coup (May 2000)

“Chiefly Politics in the First Reactions in Rakiraki to the May 2000 Coup
in Fiji,” by Stephen C. Leavitt. 25 (4): 29-486.

“Chiefs for the Nation: Containing Ethnonationalism and Bridging the
Ethnic Divide in Fiji,” by Robert Norton. 22 (1): 21-50.

“Communities in Crisis,” by Susanna Trnka. Introduction to special issue,
Ethnographies of the May 2000 Fiji Coup. 25 (4): 1-8.

“The Debris,” by Brij V. Lal. Afterword to special issue, Ethnographies of
the May 2000 Fiji Coup. 25 (4): 109-115.

“Disjunctures in Discourse: Emerging Identities After the 2000 Coup in
Rakiraki, Fiji,” by Karen Brison. 25 (4): 47-68.

“Foreigners at Home: Discourses of Difference, Fiji Indians and the Loot-
ing of May 19th,” by Susanna Trnka. 25 (4): 69-92.

“Speaking of Coups Before They Happen: Kadavu, May-June 1999,” by
Matt Tomlinson. 25 (4): 9-28.

“Taukei-Vulagi Philosophy and the Coup of 19 May 2000,” by Tui Rakuita.
25 (4): 93-108.
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FILMS. See REVIEWS, VISUAL MEDIA
FILMMAKERS
“Imaging Hawaiian Struggle and Self-Determination through the Works
of Na Maka o Ka ‘Aina,” by J. Kehaulani Kauanui. 22 (2): 131-139.
“Three Films by Tracey Moffatt.” Review of Nice Coloured Girls, Night
Cries: A Rural Tragedy, and Bedevil (videos), by Tracey Moffatt. Re-
viewed by Jane C. Goodale. 21 (4): 115-117.
See also STORYTELLERS OF THE PACIFIC, TAKING PICTURES
FISHERIES AND FISHING
“Accounting for Change: Bringing Interdependence into Defining Sus-
tainability,” by Karen L. Nero. 22 (3/4): 81-107.
“Artisanal Coral Reef Fisheries and Sustainable Development: The Amo
Atoll Fisheries Association,” by Jim Hess. 22 (3/4): 109-135.
“The Sustainable, the Expendable, and the Obsolete,” by Michael D.
Lieber. 22 (3/4): 13-45.
FREEMAN, DEREK
“Imagining the South Seas: Thoughts on the Sexual Politics of Paradise in
Samoa,” by Sharon W. Tiffany. 24 (3/4): 1949,
FRENCH POLYNESIA. See TAHITI
FunaruTI (Tuvalu)
“Environmental Change, Economic Development, and Emigration in Tu-
valu,” by John Connell. 22 (1): 1-20.

GANGS

“Rascals, the State, and Civil Society in Papua New Guinea,” by Nand E.
Hart Nibbrig. 25 (3): 37-56.

GAUGUIN's SKIRT, by Stephen F. Eisenman. Reviewed by Elizabeth C. Childs,
Margaret Jolly, Teresia K. Teaiwa; response by Stephen F. Eisenman. In
“Book Review Forum,” 23 (1/2): 75-128.

GENDER
“Comparative Criminalization: Cultural Meanings of Adultery and Gen-

der Violence in Hawai‘i in 1850 and 1990, by Sally Engle Merry. 25
(1/2): 203-220.

“Toward Historicizing Gender in Polynesia: On Vilsoni Hereniko’s Woven
Gods and Regional Patterns,” by Jeannette Marie Mageo. 22 (1):
93-121.

See also THE CASSOWARY’S REVENGE, SEXUALITY

GERMANY AND THE PACIFIC
“Preserving Colonial Heritage in Postcolonial Micronesia,” by Jon G.

O'Neill and Dirk H. R. Spennemann. 25 (3): 1-15.
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GLOBALIZATION
“Cosmologies, Cities, and Cultural Constructions of Space: Oceanic En-
largements of the World,” by Wolfgang Kempf. 22 (2): 97-114.
“Globalization, Stateless Capitalism, and the International Political Econ-
omy of Tonga’s Satellite Venture,” by Anthony van Fossen. 22 (2): 1-26.
“GONE NATIVE” IN POLYNESIA: CAPTIVITY NARRATIVES AND EXPERIENCES FROM
THE SOUTH PAcIFIC, by 1. C. Campbell. Reviewed by Keith Lawrence. 23
(1/2): 135-141.
GRAPH THEORY. See ISLAND NETWORKS
GREAT BRITAIN, COLONIZATION. See IMPERIAL BENEVOLENCE, THE PLANTATION
DgrEAM, DEVELOPING BRITISH NEW GUINEA AND PAPUA, VISIONS OF EMPIRE
GREENHOUSE EFFECT
“Environmental Change, Economic Development, and Emigration in Tu-
valu,” by John Connell. 22 (1): 1-20.
Guam
“Legal Discretion in a Territorial Justice System: The Case of the Territory
of Guam,” by Daniel A. Lennon. 24 (3/4): 51-88.
“Marijuana Use Among High-School Students in Guam,” by Thomas K.
Pinhey et al. 25 (3): 95-106.
“Preserving Colonial Heritage in Postcolonial Micronesia,” by Jon G.
O’Neill and Dirk H. R. Spennemann. 25 (3): 1-15.
See also NoT A SIMPLE STORY/OUT IN SILENCE, STORYTELLERS OF THE PACIFIC

HAUOFA, EPELI

“Cosmologies, Cities, and Cultural Constructions of Space: Oceanic En-

largements of the World,” by Wolfgang Kempf. 22 (2): 97-114.
HawaI'1

“Abuse and Discipline: The Creation of Moral Community in Domestic
Violence Groups on the Wai‘anae Coast (Hawai‘),” by Judith S. Modell.
25 (1/2): 173-202.

“Comparative Criminalization: Cultural Meanings of Adultery and Gen-
der Violence in Hawaii in 1850 and 1990,” by Sally Engle Merry. 25
(1/2): 203-220.

“Ethnic Intercession: Leadership at Kalaupapa Leprosy Colony, 1871
1887,” by Pennie Moblo. 22 (2): 27-69.

“Imaging Hawaiian Struggle and Self-Determination through the Works
of Na Maka o Ka ‘Aina,” by J. Kehaulani Kauanui. 22 (2): 131-139.

“Interracial Marriage and Status Exchange: A Study of Pacific Islanders in
Hawai‘i from 1983-1994,” by Xuanning Fu. 22 (1): 51-75.

“Kenneth P. Emory and ‘Herbert C. Shipman Cave’: A Long-Standing
Puzzle Solved,” by Kevin Allred, Stephan Kempe, and W. R. Halliday.
29 (1): 77-92.
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“Patronage and Bureaucracy in the Hawaiian Kingdom, 1840-1893,” by
Colin Newbury. 24 (1/2): 1-38.
See also NoT A StMPLE STORY/OUT IN SILENCE, STORYTELLERS OF THE PA-
CIFIC, THINK OF A GARDEN AND OTHER PLAYS
HERENIKO, VILSONI
“Toward Historicizing Gender in Polynesia: On Vilsoni Hereniko’s Woven
Gods and Regional Patterns,” by Jeannette Marie Mageo. 22 (1):
93-121.
HISTORIC PRESERVATION
“Preserving Colonial Heritage in Postcolonial Micronesia,” by Jon G.
O’Neill and Dirk H. R. Spennemann. 25 (3): 1-15.
HISTORIOGRAPHY
“Pacific Islander Pastors and Missionaries: Some Historiographical and An-
alytical Issues,” by Doug Munro and Andrew Thornley. 23 (3/4): 1-31.
See also PERFORMANCES
HOME IN THE ISLANDS: HOUSING AND SOCIAL CHANGE IN THE PacIFic, edited
by Jan Rensel and Margaret Rodman. Reviewed by Rebecca A. Stephen-
son. 22 (1): 130-133.
HONIARA, SOLOMON ISLANDS
“Anutans in Honiara: A Polynesian People’s Struggle to Maintain Com-
munity in the Solomon Islands,” by Richard Feinberg. 25 (1/2): 45-70.
“Rice and Tea, Fish and Taro: Sikaiana Migration to Honiara,” by William
W. Donner. 25 (1/2): 2344,

IDENTITY

“Mi Les Long Yupela Usim Flag Bilong Mi’: Symbols and Identity in
Papua New Guinea,” by Andrew Strathern and Pamela J. Stewart. 23
(1/2): 21-49.

“Postcolonial Politics and Colonial Media Representations in New Cale-
donia,” by Alaine Chanter. 25 (3): 17-36.

“*Titirangi Is the Mountain’: Representing Maori Community in Auck-
land,” by Daniel Rosenblatt. 25 (1/2): 117-140.

See also CoMMON WORLDS AND SINGLE LIVES, MORAL COMMUNITIES, PA-
CIFIC ANSWERS TO WESTERN HEGEMONY, STORYTELLERS OF THE PACIFIC,
THINK OF A GARDEN AND OTHER PLAYS

IMMIGRATION

“Germs or Rations? Beriberi and the Japanese Labor Experiment in Colo-
nial Fiji and Queensland,” by Judith A. Bennett. 24 (3/4): 1-18.

See also SPIRITS OF THE VOYAGE

IMPERIAL BENEVOLENCE: MAKING AUTHORITY IN THE PACIFIC ISLANDS, by Jane

Samson. Reviewed by Sally Engle Merry. 24 (3/4): 115-118.



114 Pacific Studies, Vol. 26, Nos. 1/2—March/June 2003

INDEXES (to Pacific Studies)
“Cumulative Index, Volumes 1-20,” by Robert S. Means and Russell T.
Clement. 21 (1/2): 65-176.
INTERMARRIAGE
“Interracial Marriage and Status Exchange: A Study of Pacific Islanders in
Hawai‘i from 1983-1994,” by Xuanning Fu. 22 (1): 51-75.
See also THINK OF A GARDEN AND OTHER PLAYS
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE ANTHROPOLOGY OF MELANESIA: CULTURE AND TRaA-
DITION, by Paul Sillitoe. Reviewed by Roger Ivar Lohmann. 24 (1/2):
131-134.
IsL.AND NETWORKS: COMMUNICATION, KINSHIP, AND CLASSIFICATION STRUC-
TURES IN OCEANIA, by Per Hage and Frank Harary. Reviewed by Mac Mar-
shall. 23 (1/2): 131-135.

JAPAN AND THE PACIFIC
“Germs or Rations? Beriberi and the Japanese Labor Experiment in Colo-
nial Fiji and Queensland,” by Judith A. Bennett. 24 (3/4): 1-18.
“Japanese Economic Exploitation of Central Pacific Seabird Populations,
1898-1915,” by Dirk H. R. Spennemann. 21 (1/2): 1-41.
“Preserving Colonial Heritage in Postcolonial Micronesia,” by Jon G.
O’Neill and Dirk H. R. Spennemann. 25 (3): 1-15.

KarauparA LEPROSY COLONY
“Ethnic Intercession: Leadership at Kalaupapa Leprosy Colony,
1871-1887,” by Pennie Moblo. 22 (2): 27-69.
KANAKS
“Postcolonial Politics and Colonial Media Representations in New Cale-
donia,” by Alaine Chanter. 25 (3): 17-36.
KAPINGAMARANGI ATOLL (Pohnpei)
“The Sustainable, the Expendable, and the Obsolete,” by Michael D.
Lieber. 22 (3/4): 13-45.
KiNsHIP
“Changing Contours of Kinship: The Impacts of Social and Economic De-
velopment on Kinship Organization in the South Pacific,” by Cluny
Macpherson. 22 (2): 71-95.
See also ISLAND NETWORKS, MORAL COMMUNITIES

LAMOTREK ATOLL (Northern Marianas). See SPIRITS OF THE VOYAGE

LanD, CUSTOM, AND PRACTICE IN THE SOUTH PAcIFIC, edited by R. Gerard
Ward and Elizabeth Kingdon. Reviewed by William C. Clarke. 21 (3):
109-113.
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LAND MANAGEMENT

“Legislating a Sustainable Land Ethic for New Zealand,” by Michele D.
Dominy. 22 (3/4): 47-80.

See also SUSTAINABILITY; LAND, CUSTOM, AND PRACTICE IN THE SOUTH
Pacrric

LANGUAGES

“On the Location of the Proto-Oceanic Homeland,” by John Edward Ter-
rell, Terry L. Hunt, and Joel Bradshaw. 25 (3): 57-93.

Pacific Languages: An Introduction, by John Lynch. Reviewed by Byron
W. Bender, Richard McGinn, Susan U. Philips; response by John Lynch.
In “Book Review Forum,” 24 (3/4): 89-109.

LapiTA CULTURE
“On the Location of the Proto-Oceanic Homeland,” by John Edward Ter-

rell, Terry L. Hunt, and Joel Bradshaw. 25 (3): 57-93.

LAw ENFORCEMENT AND COURTS

“Comparative Criminalization: Cultural Meanings of Adultery and Gen-
der Violence in Hawai‘i in 1850 and 1990,” by Sally Engle Merry. 25
(1/2): 203-220.

“Legal Discretion in a Territorial Justice System: The Case of the Territory
of Guam,” by Daniel A. Lennon. 24 (3/4): 51-88.

See also CRIME

LEADERSHIP AND CHANGE IN THE WESTERN PACIFIC: ESSAYS PRESENTED TO SIR
RAYMOND FIRTH ON THE OCCASION OF H1S NINETIETH BIRTHDAY, edited by
Richard Feinberg and Karen Ann Watson-Gegeo. Reviewed by Dorothy
Ayers Counts. 21 (3): 107-108.

LIEWEILA: A MICRONESIAN STORY (video), by Beret E. Strong and Cinta
Mataolai Kaipat. Reviewed by Suzanne F algout and James West Turner.
22 (2): 139-141.

LINGUISTICS. See LANGUAGES

THE LoST DRUM: THE MYTH OF SEXUALITY IN PAPUA NEW GUINEA AND BEYOND,
by James F. Weiner. Reviewed by Phillip Guddemi, David Lipset, Eric
Kline Silverman; response by James F. Weiner. In “Book Review Forum,”
24 (1/2): 89-122.

MABO: LIFE OF AN ISLAND MAN (video), directed by Trevor Graham. Reviewed
by Deborah Bird Rose. 22 (1): 137-139.

MAkvA-To HEAL THE NATION (video), directed by Na Maka o Ka ‘Aina. Re-
viewed by J. Kehaulani Kauanui. 22 (2): 131-139.

MANGROVE MAN: DIALOGICS OF CULTURE IN THE SEPIK EsTUARY, by David
Lipset. Reviewed by Pamela J. Stewart and Andrew Strathern. 22 (2):
128-130.
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MANIHIKI ATOLL (Cook Islands)
“Qasis or Mirage: The Farming of Black Pearl in the Northern Cook Is-
lands,” by Cluny Macpherson. 23 (3/4): 33-55.
MAORI SOCIETY
“Marae and Tribal Identity in Urban Aotearoa / New Zealand,” by Paul
Tapsell. 25 (1/2): 141-171.
““Titirangi Is the Mountain’: Representing Maori Community in Auck-
land,” by Daniel Rosenblatt. 25 (1/2): 117-140.
See also NEW ZEALAND, PACIFIC PASSAGES, STORYTELLERS OF THE PACIFIC
MARIANA ISLANDS. See GUAM, NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS
MARIJUANA
“Marijuana Use Among High-School Students in Guam,” by Thomas K.
Pinhey et al. 25 (3): 95-106.
MARRIAGE
“Comparative Criminalization: Cultural Meanings of Adultery and Gen-
der Violence in Hawaii in 1850 and 1990,” by Sally Engle Merry. 25
(1/2): 203-220.
“Interracial Marriage and Status Exchange: A Study of Pacific Islanders in
Hawai‘i from 1983-1994,” by Xuanning Fu. 22 (1): 51-75.
MARSHALL ISLANDS
“Accounting for Change: Bringing Interdependence into Defining Sus-
tainability,” by Karen L. Nero. 22 (3/4): 81-107.
“Artisanal Coral Reef Fisheries and Sustainable Development: The Arno
Atoll Fisheries Association,” by Jim Hess. 22 (3/4): 109-135.
“Maintaining Marshallese Fundamentals with Christian F undamentalism,”
by Linda Allen. 25 (1/2): 95-116.
“Preserving Colonial Heritage in Postcolonial Micronesia,” by Jon G.
O’Neill and Dirk H. R. Spennemann. 25 (3): 1-15.
“Working Wrongly and Seeking the Straight: Remedial Remedies on
Enewetak Atoll,” by Laurence Marshall Carucci. 21 (3): 1-27.
MEAD, MARGARET
“Imagining the South Seas: Thoughts on the Sexual Politics of Paradise in
Samoa,” by Sharon W. Tiffany. 24 (3/4): 19-49.
MELANESIA. See AN AMERICAN ANTHROPOLOGIST IN MELANESIA, AN INTRODUC-
TION TO THE ANTHROPOLOGY OF MELANESIA, SOCIAL CHANGE IN MELANESIA
MICRONESIA
“Preserving Colonial Heritage in Postcolonial Micronesia,” by Jon G.
O'Neill and Dirk H. R. Spennemann. 25 (3): 1-15.
“The Sustainable, the Expendable, and the Obsolete,” by Michael D.
Lieber. 22 (3/4): 13-45.
See also REMAKING MICRONESIA, SACRED VESSELS
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MIGRATION
“Accounting for Change: Bringing Interdependence into Defining Sus-
tainability,” by Karen L. Nero. 22 (3/4).
“Anutans in Honiara: A Polynesian People’s Struggle to Maintain Com-
munity in the Solomon Islands,” by Richard Feinberg. 25 (1/2): 45-70.
“Changing Contours of Kinship: The Impacts of Social and Economic De-
velopment on Kinship Organization in the South Pacific,” by Cluny
Macpherson. 22 (2): 71-95.
Constructing Moral Communities: Pacific Islander Strategies for Settling
in New Places. Judith S. Modell, guest editor. Special issue, 25 (1/2).
“From Moral Community to Moral Communities: The Foundations of Mi-
grant Social Solidarity Among Samoans in Urban Aotearca/New
Zealand,” by Cluny Macpherson. 25 (1/2): 71-93.
“Maintaining Marshallese Fundamentals with Christian Fundamentalism,”
by Linda Allen. 25 (1/2): 95-116.
“Marae and Tribal Identity in Urban Aotearoa/New Zealand,” by Paul
Tapsell. 25 (1/2): 141-171.
“Poverty Among Pacific Islanders in the United States: Incidence, Change,
and Correlates,” by Dennis A. Ahlburg. 23 (1/2): 51-74.
“Rice and Tea, Fish and Taro: Sikaiana Migration to Honiara,” by William
W. Donner. 25 (1/2): 23-44.
““Titirangi Is the Mountain: Representing Maori Community in Auck-
land,” by Daniel Rosenblatt. 25 (1/2): 117-140.
“Rascals, the State, and Civil Society in Papua New Guinea,” by Nand E.
Hart Nibbrig. 25 (3): 37-56.81-107.
MILLENARIANISM
“The Emergence of an Ethnic Millenarian Thinking and the Development
of Nationalism in Tahiti,” by Bruno Saura. 21 (4): 33-65.
“History, Opposition, and Salvation in Agarabi Adventism,” by George
Westermark. 21 (3): 51-71.
MINING. See THE Ok TEDI SETTLEMENT
MIRAB ECONOMIES
“Accounting for Change: Bringing Interdependence into Defining Sus-
tainability,” by Karen L. Nero. 22 (3/4): 81-107.
“Is Tonga’s MIRAB Economy Sustainable? A View from the Village and
a View Without It,” by Mike Evans. 22 (3/4): 137-166.
MISSIONARIES
“The Anglicans in New Guinea and the Torres Strait Islands,” by David
Wetherell. 21 (4): 1-31.
“The Emergence of an Ethnic Millenarian Thinking and the Development
of Nationalism in Tahiti” by Bruno Saura. 21 (4): 33-65.



118 Pacific Studies, Vol. 26, Nos. 1/2—March/June 2003

“History, Opposition, and Salvation in Agarabi Adventism,” by George
Westermark. 21 (3): 51-71.

“Pacific Islander Pastors and Missionaries: Some Historiographical and An-
alytical Issues,” by Doug Munro and Andrew Thornley. 23 (3/4): 1-31.

“Preserving Colonial Heritage in Postcolonial Micronesia,” by Jon G.
O’Neill and Dirk H. R. Spennemann. 25 (3): 1-15.

MORAL COMMUNITIES

“Abuse and Discipline: The Creation of Moral Community in Domestic
Violence Groups on the Wai‘anae Coast (Hawai'i),” by Judith S. Modell.
25 (1/2): 173-202.

“Anutans in Honiara: A Polynesian People’s Struggle to Maintain Com-
munity in the Solomon Islands,” by Richard Feinberg. 25 (1/2): 45-70.

“Comparative Criminalization: Cultural Meanings of Adultery and Gen-
der Violence in Hawai‘ in 1850 and 1990,” by Sally Engle Merry. 25
(1/2): 203-220.

Constructing Moral Communities: Pacific Islander Strategies for Settling
in New Places. Judith S. Modell, guest editor. Special issue, 25 (1/2).
“From Moral Community to Moral Communities: The Foundations of Mi-
grant Social Solidarity Among Samoans in Urban Aotearoa/New

Zealand,” by Cluny Macpherson. 25 (1/2): 71-93.

“Maintaining Marshallese Fundamentals with Christian Fundamentalism,”
by Linda Allen. 25 (1/2): 95-116.

“Marae and Tribal Identity in Urban Aotearoa/New Zealand,” by Paul
Tapsell. 25 (1/2): 141171,

“Rice and Tea, Fish and Taro: Sikaiana Migration to Honiara,” by William
W. Donner. 25 (1/2): 23-44.

““Titirangi Is the Mountain”: Representing Maori Community in Auck-
land,” by Daniel Rosenblatt. 25 (1/2): 117-140.

MUSEUMS

“Feather Evidence Helps Clarify Locality of Anthropological Artifacts in
the Museum of Mankind,” by Carla J. Dove. 21 (3): 73-85.

“Kenneth P. Emory and ‘Herbert C. Shipman Cave™: A Long-Standing
Puzzle Solved,” by Kevin Allred, Stephan Kempe, and W. R. Halliday.
29 (1): 77-92.

See also AN AMERICAN ANTHROPOLOGIST IN MELANESIA, ART AND PERFOR-
MANCE IN OCEANIA

Music. See WEAVERS OF SONG

NATIONAL IDENTITY
“Mi Les Long Yupela Usim Flag Bilong Mi”: Symbols and Identity in
Papua New Guinea,” by Andrew Strathern and Pamela J. Stewart. 23
(1/2): 21-49.
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NAVIGATION AND SEAFARING. See SACRED VESSELS, SEAFARING IN THE Con-
TEMPORARY PACIFIC ISLANDS, SPIRITS OF THE VOYAGE
NEW CALEDONIA
“Posteolonial Politics and Colonial Media Representations in New Cale-
donia,” by Alaine Chanter. 25 (3): 17-36.
NEW ZEALAND
“Legislating a Sustainable Land Ethic for New Zealand,” by Michele D.
Dominy. 22 (3/4): 47-80.
See also AOTEAROA, MAORI SOCIETY
Nice CoLoureD GIRLS (video), by Tracey Moffatt. Reviewed by Jane C.
Goodale. 21 (4): 115-117.
NIGHT CRIES: A RURAL TRAGEDY (video), by Tracey Moffatt. Reviewed by Jane
C. Goodale. 21 (4); 115-117.
NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS
“Gani Revisited: A Historical Overview of the Mariana Archipelago’s
Northern Islands,” by Scott Russell. 21 (4): 83-105.
See also SPIRITS OF THE VOYAGE
NOT A SIMPLE STORY/OUT IN SILENCE (video), directed by Christine Choy. Re-
viewed by Douglass P. Drozdow-St. Christian. 22 (1): 139-146.

ThE OK TEDI SETTLEMENT: ISSUES, OUTCOMES, AND IMPLICATIONS, edited by
Glenn Banks and Chris Ballard. Reviewed by Alex Golub. 23 (3/4): 118-120.
OKLAHOMA, ENID
“Maintaining Marshallese Fundamentals with Christian Fundamentalism,”
by Linda Allen. 25 (1/2): 95-116.

PACIFIC ANSWERS TO WESTERN HEGEMONY: CULTURAL PRACTICES OF IDENTITY
CONSTRUCTION, edited by Jiirg Wassmann. Reviewed by Laurence Mar-
shall Carucci. 23 (3/4): 115-118.
PACIFIC LANGUAGES: AN INTRODUCTION, by John Lynch. Reviewed by Byron
W. Bender, Richard McGinn, Susan U. Philips; response by John Lynch.
In “Book Review Forum,” 24 (3/4): 89-109.
PACIFIC PASSAGES (video), produced/directed by Caroline Yacoe, Wendy Ar-
beit, and G. B. Hajim. Reviewed by Marta Rohatynskyj. 22 (2): 141-145.
Papua NEW GUINEA
“The Anglicans in New Guinea and the Torres Strait Islands,” by David
Wetherell. 21 (4): 1-31.

“Cosmologies, Cities, and Cultural Constructions of Space: Oceanic En-
largements of the World,” by Wolfgang Kempf. 22 (2): 97-114.

“The Embodiment of Responsibility: ‘Confession’ and ‘Compensation’ in
Mount Hagen, Papua New Guinea,” by Andrew Strathern and Pamela
J. Stewart. 21 (1/2): 43-64.
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