
PACIFIC STUDIES

A multidisciplinary journal devoted to the study
of the peoples of the Pacific Islands

DECEMBER 1996

Anthropology
Archaeology
Art History
Economics

Ethnomusicology
Folklore

Geography
History

Sociolinguistics
Political Science

Sociology

PUBLISHED BY

THE INSTITUTE FOR POLYNESIAN STUDIES

BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY-HAWAI'I

IN ASSOCIATION WITH THE POLYNESIAN CULTURAL CENTER



EDITORIAL BOARD

Paul Alan Cox Brigham Young University
Roger Green University of Auckland
Francis X. Hezel, S. J. Micronesian Seminar
Rubellite Johnson University of Hawai‘i
Adrienne Kaeppler Smithsonian Institution
Robert Kiste University of Hawai‘i
Robert Langdon Australian National University
Stephen Levine Victoria University
Barrie Macdonald Massey University
Cluny Macpherson University of Auckland
Leonard Mason University of Hawai‘i
Malama Meleisea University of Auckland
Norman Meller University of Hawai‘i
Richard M. Moyle University of Auckland
Colin Newbury Oxford University
Douglas Oliver University of Hawai‘i
Karen Peacock University of Hawai‘i
Nancy Pollock Victoria University
Sergio A. Rapu Easter Island
Karl Rensch Australian National University
Bradd Shore Emory University
Yosihiko Sinoto Bishop Museum
William Tagupa Honolulu, Hawai‘i
Francisco Orrego Vicuña Universidad de Chile
Edward Wolfers University of Wollongong

Articles and reviews in Pacific Studies are abstracted or indexed in Sociolog-
ical Abstracts, Linguistics and Language Behavior Abstracts, America: His-
toy and Life, Historical Abstracts, Abstracts in Anthropology, Anthropo-
logical Literature, PAIS Bulletin, International Political Science Abstracts,
International Bibliography of Periodical Literature, International Bibliogra-
phy of Book Reviews, and International Bibliography of the Social Sciences.



PACIFIC STUDIES
Editor

DALE B. ROBERTSON

Associate Editor Book Review Editor
GLORIA L. CRONIN MAX E. STANTON

Book Review Forum Editor Book Review Forum Editor
ROBERT BOROFSKY LAMONT LINDSTROM

Books Noted Editor Visual Media Review Editor
RILEY M. MOFFAT LAURA ZIMMER-TAMAKOSHI

Technical Editor
SHARLENE ROHTER

Editorial Policy: Pacific Studies is published quarterly by The Institute
for Polynesian Studies, Brigham Young University-Hawai‘i, La‘ie,  Hawai‘i
96762-1294, http://websider.byuh.edu/departments/ips/, but responsibil-
ity for opinions expressed in the articles rests with the authors alone.

Subscription rate is U.S. $30.00, payable to The Institute for Polynesian
Studies. Articles submitted to the editor must not be submitted else-
where while under review by Pacific Studies and should be the original
typewritten copy, completely double-spaced (including quotations, ref-
erences, and notes). Authors may write to the editor for a style sheet and
information on computer-disk submissions. Books for review should also
be sent to the editor.

The Institute for Polynesian Studies is an organization funded by
Brigham Young University-Hawai‘i. The Institute assists the University
in meeting its cultural and educational goals by undertaking a program
of teaching, research, and publication. The Institute cooperates with
other scholarly and research institutions in achieving their objectives. It
publishes monographs, produces films, underwrites research, and spon-
sors conferences on the Pacific Islands. Further information on the
activities of the Institute may be obtained by writing to the editor.
© 1996 Brigham Young University-Hawai‘i. All Rights Reserved. Printed in the United States
of America.

This publication is printed on acid-free paper and meets the guidelines for permanence and
durability of the Council on Library Resources.

ISSN 0275-3596
ISBN 0-939154-62-5



PACIFIC STUDIES

WOMEN, AGE, AND POWER
THE POLITICS OF AGE DIFFERENCE AMONG WOMEN

IN PAPUA NEW GUINEA AND AUSTRALIA

Guest Editor

JEANETTE DICKERSON-PUTMAN

A Pacific Studies Special Issue
VOL. 19, No. 4 (DECEMBER 1996) • LA'IE, HAWAI‘I



Volume 19 December 1996 Number 4

Special Issue

WOMEN, AGE, AND POWER
THE POLITICS OF AGE DIFFERENCE AMONG WOMEN

IN PAPUA NEW GUINEA AND AUSTRALIA

Jeanette Dickerson-Putman, Guest Editor

CONTENTS

Introduction
DOROTHY COUNTS and JEANETTE DICKERSON-PUTMAN. . . . . . . 1

The Woman Who Ran Away: Gender, Power, and Place among
the Atbalmin of the West Sepik, Papua New Guinea
E Y T A N  B E R C O V I T C H. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15

From Pollution to Empowerment: Women, Age, and Power among
the Bena Bena of the Eastern Highlands
JEANETTE DICKERSON-PUTMAN. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41

The Women at Kobum Spice Company: Tensions in a Local Age
Stratification System and the Undermining of Local Development
LAURA  Z I M M E R -TAMAKOSHI . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71

Making the Papua New Guinean Woman: The Extension of Women’s
Initiation Practices to Secondary Education in Central New Ireland
KAREN SYKES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 99

Taramaguti Today: Changing Roles of Senior Tiwi Wives as
Household Managers
JANE  C. GOODALE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 131

Contributors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  155


